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Taxes key issue in Franklin mayor race

WEATHER

Today
Skies: Morning showers
Temps: High 61; low 44

Both candidates want to cut rates, but they disagree on the best way to do it
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Get the early edition

Tell us what you think
Can the Pacers turn things
around with a new coach
this season?
Will the Colts successfully
defend their Super Bowl
title?
How far will the Center
Grove football team go in
the state tournament?
Send your comments about
all things sports to speakout
@thejournalnet.com.
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The race for Franklin mayor is
dominated by one issue: property
taxes.
Both candidates want to reduce
them.
While Franklin Mayor Brenda
Jones-Matthews and her challenger, independent candidate
Fred Paris, agree on some of the
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ways that could be accomplished,
they disagree on several others.
One issue: the recently created
Mayor’s Tax Advisory Council.
Jones-Matthews views the
council as a way to give residents
more input and allow governments to communicate.
Paris sees the board as a political ploy and would eliminate the
three-person committee.
The candidates also have different plans for reducing spend-

ing in the city and making government run more efficiently.
Paris, who ran for mayor as a
Democrat in 1999, wants to freeze
the budget, reduce overtime
spending, reinstitute a reserve
officer program in the Franklin
Police Department and raise the
overall values of properties
throughout the city.
He doesn’t want the city to hire
any more workers until the state
makes a decision on how to

INSIDE: A look at where the candidates for Franklin mayor stand on the issues, Page B1 ■ COMING UP: Questions and answers with Franklin City Council candidates, This week

PROPERTY TAXES

DANIELS’ PLAN CAPS
BILLS, HIKES SALES TAX
Homeowners would pay 1 percent of assessed value;
consumers would pay another penny on the dollar

Free Time
WEEKEND FARE

GREENWOOD 5K

Race raises
money for
trails system

TEEN SCENE
ANIME/MANGA CLUB TEEN
PROGRAM, watch anime and
talk about storylines and characters, create artwork, 4 p.m. first
Monday of every month,
Greenwood Public Library, 310
S. Meridian St., 881-1953

LIBRARY FUN
PRESCHOOL STORYTIME,
stories, activities, film and crafts
for 3- to 6-year-olds, 10 to 11
a.m. Wednesdays, registration
required, White River library,
1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood,
885-1330
FILE PHOTO

Debbie and Kevin Lloyd of Greenwood sample wine
at Mallow Run Winery in Bargersville. Mallow Run is

SPOOKY ANIMALS ON THE
ZOOMOBILE, 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 25, Greenwood library, 310
S. Meridian St., 885-5036

PETS AND FOOD
VET CLINIC OPEN HOUSE
AND PET FAIR, pet photographer, wildlife rehabilitation specialists, animals, rescue groups,
pet caricature artist, pony rides,
pet costume contest, kids
games, prizes, food for you and
pets, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 27,
Hillview Veterinary Clinic, 1761
Thornburg Lane, Franklin,
hillviewvets.com

Web extra

part of the Indy Wine Trail and will be participating in
the group’s chili and wine weekend Oct. 20 and 21.

Dine on chili, wine
Seven central Indiana wineries will feature wines and chili from noon to 6 p.m.
Oct. 20 and 21.
Mallow Run Winery in Bargersville is
one of the participating establishments.
Other winners include Easley Winery
and Buck Creek Winery, both in Indianapolis; Chateau Thomas Winery, Plainfield; Ferrin’s Fruit Winery and Grape
Inspirations Winery, both in Carmel; and
Simmons Winery, Columbus.
Each winery will offer free items for
making chili.
Mallow Run Winery will be giving away
Red Gold canned tomatoes, Easley Winery will feature Hurst beans, Simmons

Find details about lots more
events and activities at
thejournalnet.com.

Local government,
not just state, to
blame for tax rate
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
mholtkamp@thejournalnet.com

YOUR GUIDE TO ACTIVITIES FOR FAMILIES, FRIENDS, FUN

SCALES AND TAILS

Figures
dispute
mayor’s
claims
BY MICHELE HOLTKAMP-FRYE

NOTHING TO DO? NO WAY. SAVE THIS SECTION, PICK AN ACTIVITY, HAVE A BLAST.
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reduce or eliminate property
taxes and instead wants to focus
on retaining current employees.
“Every time you add a person, it
makes it harder and harder to give
raises and compensate the people
that are already there,” he said.
Jones-Matthews wants the city
to analyze spending, such as reevaluating whether full-time
employees are needed in positions

Winery will give out onions and spices,
Ferrin’s Fruit Winery will give away
spoons, Grape Inspirations Winery will
have salsa, Buck Creek Winery will give
away hot sauce, and Chateau Thomas
Winery will feature pasta.
Tickets are $15 in advance and $18 the
day of the event. Tickets can be purchased
at any of the participating wineries.
When: Noon to 6 p.m. Oct. 20 and 21
Where: Seven central Indiana wine
wineries, including Mallow Run Winery
in Bargersville
Cost: $15 in advance, $18 day of event
Information: (888) 846-6463, indywine
trail.com

BRING A FRIEND

The inaugural Greenways of Greenwood
trail system 5K run/walk includes activities for the whole family Oct. 27.
A competitive 5K run, a noncompetitive
5K run/walk and a kids’ fun run all starting at Craig Park in Greenwood.
The 5K races will be run through downtown Greenwood and along part of the
city’s new trails system. The kids event
will take place in Craig Park.
Proceeds go toward future expansion of
the city’s trails system.
When: Oct. 27, registration begins at
7:45 a.m.; races begin at 9 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Where: Craig Park, 10 E. Smith Valley
Road, Greenwood
Cost: $18 in advance with T-shirt guaranteed; $20 on race day with no T-shirt
guarantee
Registration: carpevita.org/gg.htm;
click on “registration”
Information: Josh Kendall, 410-0918,
josh@carpevita.org

AUTHOR INFO

Writer made
swamp famous
L

b

t th l

ti

f I di

’

FREE TIME
Get the word out
The Daily Journal wants to
publicize your events.
Try to get the information to
us at least three weeks in
advance.
Make sure to include all pertinent information and a
phone number in case we
have any questions. Send
photographs if possible.
E-mail the information to
freetime@thejournalnet.com
or mail it to Free Time, Daily
Journal, P.O. Box 699,
Franklin, IN 46131.

DEATHS
Franklin

Arthur Hugh Pitcher, 87
Greenwood

Margaret Ellen Stites, 100
Morgantown

Michael L. Brooks, 59
Indianapolis

Dr. Roy L. Bridge, 91
Sara M. Sterrett, 89
Elsewhere

Anthony Joe French, 49
John William Poe, 78
David L. Smith, 49
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Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels, left, talks with Lt. Gov. Becky Skillman after making a televised address on property taxes from

AT A GLANCE

BY MIKE SMITH
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

INDIANAPOLIS
Gov. Mitch Daniels proposed a sweeping property tax restructuring plan
Tuesday that his administration says
would lower homeowner bills by about a
third on average statewide. Some replacement revenue would come from raising
the sales tax from 6 percent to 7 percent.
The plan would cap homeowner property taxes at 1 percent of a home’s
assessed value beginning in 2009, with
limits of 2 percent for rental property
and 3 percent for business property.
Daniels, a Republican, wants lawmakers
to set the limits by law at first and then
amend them into the state constitution so
they are harder to undo.
The proposal includes expanded
exemptions for homeowners, new spending limits on local governments; more
centralized county oversight on spending;
elimination of elected assessors to be
replaced by a single appointed one in
each county; and a requirement that all
significant local construction projects be
voted on in a public referendum. The
administration said it would work with

his office in Indianapolis on Tuesday. In the address, Daniels
announced a plan to cap property taxes and raise the sales tax.

Gov. Mitch Daniels proposed a property tax
restructuring plan Tuesday.
How it would work: The plan would cap homeowner property taxes at 1 percent of a home’s
assessed value beginning in 2009, with limits of
2 percent for rental property and 3 percent for
business property. Some lost revenue would be
replaced by raising the sales tax from 6 percent to
7 percent.
Making it permanent: Daniels wants lawmakers to set the limits by law first, then amend the
state constitution so they are harder to undo.
What it would mean: Under the plan, someone with a home worth $100,000 would pay no
more than $1,000.
Other changes: The proposal also would call
for the elimination of elected assessors and a
requirement that all significant local construction
projects be voted on in a public referendum.
The state also would assume the remaining
15 percent of school operating costs it doesn’t pay
already, school transportation costs, and care for
neglected, abused and delinquent children — all
things largely funded by local property taxes.

lawmakers on defining “significant.”
The state would assume the remaining
15 percent of school operating costs it
doesn’t pay for, school transportation

costs, and care for neglected, abused and
delinquent children — all things largely
funded by local property taxes.
Overall, the plan would provide about
$3.1 billion in property tax relief. However, some of that relief already is being
provided in subsidies to local governments so a portion of local taxes are not
passed on to property owners.
Daniels, who presented his plan in a
speech from his office broadcast live by
some TV and radio stations, said old
approaches to reducing reliance on property taxes have not worked. Lawmakers have
at times raised state taxes to reduce or
limit the growth in property taxes, but the
relief has not lasted.
“When Indiana acts this time, and we
must, our steps must be fair, far-reaching
and final,” he said.
The plan was generally well received by
two top lawmakers, Democratic House
Speaker Patrick Bauer of South Bend and
Senate Tax Chairman Luke Kenley, RNoblesville. Bauer had some concerns
with parts of the plan, but he and Kenley
both said it was good that Daniels had presented a proposal well before the session

(SEE PLAN, PAGE A9)

Blame the state if your property
tax bill went up. Neighboring
businesses are paying less, and
your wallet is making up for their
savings.
But don’t blame your local city,
town, library, county or school
government.
That’s what Greenwood Mayor
Charles Henderson told residents
about their increasing property
tax bills. He spoke to a group of
Greenwood residents last week
about his plan to repair their
streets and sidewalks. At the conclusion, he wanted to tell a story
about property taxes.
If your property tax bill went up
this year, it’s not local government’s fault, he said. It’s the
state’s fault. If you’re paying more,
it’s because someone else, most
likely a business, caught a break,
the mayor said.
Schools, the city, the library
district and county government
aren’t getting any more property
tax money, Henderson said.
That’s not true, according to a
review of property taxes.
Greenwood city government, for
example, collected $10,561,984.33 in
property tax money in 2006. This
year, the city is due to receive
$11,239,407.
That’s an increase of 6.4 percent.
Henderson didn’t just defend
Greenwood spending; he rattled
off nearly every local unit of government except for township
offices and fire districts.
Four out of five Johnson County
homeowners had increased property tax bills this year. About 45 percent of the residential property tax
bills increased up to 19 percent.
Henderson could not be reached
for comment Tuesday. A secretary
at the city building said the
mayor was unreachable.
But his director of operations,
Norm Gabehart, also attended the
meeting and said the mayor was
trying to explain that local government spending didn’t grow beyond

(SEE RATE, PAGE A2)

Hispanic preschoolers get unique help

CALL US

Greenwood program aids students, parents with cultural, language barriers

Main switchboard
736-7101

BY JOSEPH S. PETE
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
jpete@thejournalnet.com

Delivery: 736-2777,
(888) 736-7101
Advertising: 736-2700
News tips: 736-2712
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Jill Hamilton, director of education at Esperanza En JesuCristo, second from right, works with preschool students
Xiomara Martinez, left, Maria Morannchel and Fernando
Lagunas, right, at the clinic. More photos, thejournalnet.com.

At a Greenwood ministry, preschoolage Hispanic children sing “Itsy-Bitsy
Spider” and “At the Hop” to learn English, a language that often isn’t spoken
in their homes.
Esperanza En JesuCristo, which
means “hope in Jesus Christ,” is offering
Hispanic children ages 3 to 5 preschool
classes four days a week. The program
also offers classes for students of all ages

and trains mothers in how to help their
children do well in school.
About 120 students from preschool
through high school take classes at the
ministry, Esperanza director Margarita
Hart said.
Esperanza has been offering more
classes since doubling its office space
at 435 E. Main St. in June. The education program, in its second year, focuses on improving study and language
skills because many Hispanic students
score lower on English, math and science tests, Hart said.

Cultural differences make it difficult for
parents to understand the type of involvement required in school here, she said.
Many parents who come from countries
such as Mexico that don’t have the same
academic emphasis found here, Hart said.
For instance, the quality of schools in
Mexico varies widely, education director
Jill Hamilton said. Some Mexican
schools are excellent, but many schools
in rural areas teach students little more
than how to write their name, she said.

(SEE HELP, PAGE A2)

