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Cigarette tax snuffed out

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS

Gov. Mitch Daniels’ proposal to
raise the state’s cigarette tax 25
cents a pack died in a House
committee Wednesday, and a key
proponent said it likely won’t be
revived.

Rep. Tim Brown, R-Crawfords-
ville, chairman of the House
Public Health Committee, said
any last-minute efforts to save
the legislation this session would
be a longshot.

Today is the deadline for bills to

House Democrats propose
highway plan of their own A

By Mike SmiTH
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

INDIANAPOLIS

House Democrats on Wednes-
day offered an alternative to Gov.
Mitch Daniels’ proposal to
finance major highway projects
that they said could raise up to $2
billion in immediate cash without
leasing the Indiana Toll Road to
a private venture.

House Minority Leader Patrick
Bauer, D-South Bend, said the
bonding plan would generate
between $1.6 billion to $2 billion for
major highway and bridge projects
by using or tweaking existing fund-
ing methods while keeping the 157-
mile toll road in northern Indiana
completely in the state’s hands.

“This (toll road) is really
something we, that state govern-
ment, should not jeopardize, not
only for ourselves and this gener-
ation but for the next three gen-
erations,” Bauer said.

Daniels is seeking legislative
authority to lease the tollway, and
an Australian-Spanish consortium
has bid $3.85 billion in upfront
money to lease and operate the
highway and receive its future toll

be approved by committee, and
inserting a tax increase into
another bill later could be difficult
because many lawmakers were
concerned about the proposal.

Daniels suggested raising the
cigarette tax from 55.5 cents per
pack to 80.5 cents per pack to
help cut down on youth smoking.

The tax increase would have
brought in up to $150 million a
year, although Daniels never out-
lined where that money would
go. Some lawmakers were reluc-
tant to vote for a tax increase
without knowing how the money
would be spent.
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Another of Daniels’ anti-smok-
ing proposals is still on track.

A bill that would allow compa-
nies to offer health insurance dis-
counts for nonsmokers could clear
the Senate as early as today.

Officials have said current
state law does not permit compa-
nies to offer discounts to non-
smokers.

Sen. Beverly Gard, R-Green-
field, said the bill should be an
incentive for smokers to quit.

“We have some of the highest
health-care costs and health
related smoking problems in the
country,” she said.
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“This (toll road) is really something ... that

state government should not jeopardize,
not only for ourselves and this generation
but for the next three generations. ”

Patrick Bauer
House Minority Leader
D-South Bend

revenue for the next 75 years. The
GOP administration would use the
money to pay for numerous high-
way and other transportation pro-
jects it has deemed as priorities.

State Budget Director Chuck
Schalliol immediately dismissed
the Democrat plan as one that
would provide less money for
needed projects and add to state
government’s debt.

“This isn’t a plan, this is a
joke,” Schalliol said.

Democrats have criticized
Daniels proposal to lease the toll
road on several fronts. They say
among other things that the state
should not be selling off a major
asset to a private venture, espe-
cially a foreign one, and that it
would be a bad financial deal for

Indiana in the long run.

House Democrats said their plan
could raise at least $1.6 billion,
with about half of the money com-
ing from bonds to be paid off over
20 years by using toll road revenue
increases the Daniels administra-
tion plans to implement beginning
this spring. The increases are pro-
jected to increase annual revenues
from about $95 million now to $160
million a year when fully phased
in over four years.

The other half of money in the |
Democrat plan would come from |
borrowing against future federal
highway allocations. That would |
generate $800 million to be paid |
off over 20 years, Bauer said, and
the state would keep control of
the highway.

Lawmaker withdraws proposal that sparked feud

The Associated Press

INDIANANAPOLIS

At the encouragement of Indiana
House Speaker Brian Bosma, a fel-
low Republican lawmaker with-
drew legislation Wednesday that
would have prohibited local gay-
rights ordinances affecting the
housing market and private
employment.

Chaos erupted in the House the
night before when Rep. Jeff
Thompson, R-Lizton, offered the

AT THE

amendment to an eminent
domain bill against Bosma’s
wishes.

Democrats claimed that it was
aimed at ordinances banning dis-
crimination based on sexual ori-
entation or gender identity and
said it should be ruled out of
order because it had nothing to
do with eminent domain.

Some Republicans were miffed
over the proposal, too, and busi-
ness remained stalled for about
30 minutes as GOP lawmakers

STATEHOUSE

Full-day kindergarten
clears committee

A contentious education pro-
posal that would use tax credits
for students to attend full-day
kindergarten programs at either
public or private schools cleared
a House committee Wednesday.

All the Democrats on the House
Education Committee voted
against the bill, which passed 6-5.
They said the legislation is similar
to vouchers because it gives public
tax money to private schools.

“It’s another step toward dis-
mantling public education,” said
Rep. Vernon Smith, D-Gary.

The kindergarten bill’s sponsor,
Rep. Robert Behning, R-Indiana-
polis, says his proposal would help
low-income children attend all-day
programs.

Under the bill, students and par-
ents could choose the public or pri-
vate school they would like to at-
tend for full-day kindergarten. To
qualify, students’ families would
have to fall below 200 percent of
the federal poverty level, about
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$39,000 a year for a family of four.
The bill now moves to the full
House for consideration, where it
will likely face more opposition by
Democrats. Republicans hold a
slim 52-48 majority in the House.
Also Wednesday, the Education
Committee advanced a bill on a
6-5 vote that would make it a crime
to bring knives to school with the
intent to use them as a weapon.

Bill allowing case workers
to carry Mace passed

A bill that would allow case
workers to carry Mace or pepper
spray cleared a House committee
Wednesday largely on lawmak-
ers’ concerns that the Depart-
ment of Child Services might not
pay enough attention to its
employees’ personal safety.

The House Family, Children and
Human Affairs Committee unani-
mously approved the measure,
sending it to the House floor, after
amending it to take out a provision
that would have allowed case work-
ers to also carry stun guns.
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huddled privately trying to de-
cide how to proceed. Debate
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eventually resumed, but after a
few lawmakers railed against the
measure, Bosma adjourned the
session for the evening.

When business resumed
Wednesday afternoon, Thompson
took the podium and said he was
withdrawing the amendment. He
said he would not comment about
the matter until during the
chamber’s session Wednesday
night.

Got a news tip?

The Daily Journal’s best story ideas come from you, our readers.
Call our news tip phone line at 736-2712
or send an e-mail to newstips@thejournalnet.com.
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The Saturn Promise:
still a place where “affordable”

Buy for only Buy for only

*13,530'

2006 Saturn ION™ e 2

Estimated 35 miles per gallon highway*

2006 ION¢®2 features include: Air Conditioning * CD Player * Power door
locks * 2.2-liter, DOHC, 140-horsepower engine ® 14.7 cubic [eet of trunk

* A friendly no-hassle, no-haggle buying

space ® Dent-resistant polymer pane
experience

SmartLease example for qualified buyers.

$199/month for 39 months $0 down

Tax, title, license and retailer fees extra.

06 Mazda
Mazda3 i

Not Available

’06 Honda ’06 ta
Civic DX
Not Available

06 Nissan
Sentra 1.8S

Not Available

06 Saturn
TONe2
Standard

ota
Corolla CE
Not Available

FEATURES

OnStar® System with one-year
Safe & Sound Servicett

Five-star frontal impact crash
test safety ratings™*

Standard Not Tested Standard Not Available | Not Available

Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
$13,530

Standard
Not Available
Not Available
Not Available
$15,110

Not Available
Not Available
Not Available
Not Available
$14,545

Not Available
Not Available
Not Available
Not Available
$15,680

140-horsepower engine 150-hp
Not Available
Not Available
Not Available

$14,270

Quiet Steel® construction
Dent-resistant doors

The Saturn Difference
MSRP (manual)

gov). 1111Comparison of base models. Level of equipment varies. Based upon approved credit.

Saturn of Greenwood
1287 U.S. 31 South * 2 Mi. South of the Greenwood Park Mall ¢ Toll Free: 1-800-463-6217

1Tax, title, license, retailer fees and optional equipment extra. See retailer for details. *Based on EPA estimates. 11Cargo and load capacity limited by weight and distribution. 17 Five-star rating is for both
the driver and front passenger in the frontal crash test. Government star ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA's) New Car Assessment Program (www.safercar.

01/31/2006. Picture are for representational purposes only. ©2005 Saturn Corporation. Saturn and its logo are registered trademarks of Saturn Corporation.

2006 Saturn VUE® FWD 4
Estimated 27 miles per gallon highway*

2006 VUE FWD 4 features include: 2.2-liter, DOHC, 4-cylinder engine,
63.4 cubic feet of cargo space, Air Conditioning * CD Player * Power Windows
® Power Locks ¢ Keyless Entry ® Power Mirrors ® Cruise Control * OnStar ©
Manual Transmission * A friendly no-hassle, no-haggle buying experience

SmartLease example for qualified buyers.

$279/month for 39 months $0 down

Ta, title, license and retailer fees extra.

’06 Ford
Escape XLS
Not Available

’06 Honda
CR-V LX
Not Available

06 Saturn
VUE FWD 4
Standard

06 Jeep

FEATURES Liberty Sport

OnStar® System with one-year Not Available

Safe & Sound Service**

Five-star frontal impact crash Standard Not Available Standard Not Available

test safety rating'"'

Power windows, door locks and Standard Standard Standard Standard

remote keyless entry
Standard
Standard
Standard
$18,220

Not Available
Not Available
Not Available
$20,685

Not Available
Not Available
Not Available
$20,395

Not Available
Not Available
Not Available
$21,885

Dent-resistant doors
Fold-flat front passenger seat
The Saturn Difference
MSRP#
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saturn.com

Lease examples are 39 months allowing 39,000 miles. Other lease terms available. Must take delivery by




