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e atent pbattle threatens popular GeEVICES
TCounty are no more stupid,

greedy nor ignorant than
folks most places. Now they have TI M ELI NE By STePHANIE STOUGHTON A h d f h
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e e t the end of the

ise th + Hoosi Nov. 13 RICHMOND, Va. d t
wise : an Most Hooslers. NTP, formed by inventor Thomas h t’ t about patent ay, Our pOSI Ion IS

Let's set tt‘e scene. . Campana and attorney Don Stout, sues .:ayfvy at you wan abou p? en . .

If you don’t know, Hendricks Research In Motion in federal court in infringement suits, but at least real S mple Let the
County lies directly west of Alexandria, Va., claiming patent infringe- the BlackBerry case has drama. ”
Marion County. You can take ment. The case is assigned to U.S. A federal judge, clearly impatient System Work
U.S. 36 west from Indianapolis District Court in Richmond. Wlth the _Iorlg—rupnmg case, could
to Avon and Danville. Or you Nov. 21 Issue an |njun(?t|on soon O[’] u.s. o
fﬁn go OUttl?teltha'lti'Y?a past A federal jury decides in favor of NTP ?na;?lsc?er:/(:cseervme of the wireless e- — James Balsillie,

€ airport, to rlainfield. and awards $23.1 million in damages, : i i i

Alternatively, 1-74 will take you based on 5.$percent of RIM saleg. Most patent suits are dismisse_d or co-chief of Research m_ MOtIOﬂ,
to Brownsburg, Pittshoro and p— settledr\long blif%rle they rl]’ea%?l thll<s on a patent flght over
Lizton. Located at the western end stage. Remarkably, neither Blac :
of the Indianapolis airport, Hend- May 23 Berry maker Research In Motion BlackBerry devices
ricks has become a warehousing U.S. District Judge James R. Spencer Ltd. nor tiny patent holder NTP Inc.
mecca, which is a strange way to increases the royalty rate for NTP to has shown signs of backing down. In
describe a place that is also home 8.55 percent. Later, Spencer issues effect, they’re daring each other to injunction and damages.
to a major national center for 0 TSR U1 e EESEEy blink first and settle. Because patent infringement

. . shut down the U.S. BlackBerry opera- . - , ; ;

Islamic learning. fion but stavs it nending anpeals Governments, businesses and indi- ~ cases don’t often rise to this level of
Hendricks County’s popula- ysitp 9 appeals. vidual users are growing unnerved importance and even fewer make it
tion was the second-fastest 2004 by the standoff. Although the odds of  this far in the courts, it’s hard to tell

growing in Indiana, behind June an actual shutdown are low, conflict-  how Spencer will rule.

Hamilton County, between 1990 Campana dies, but the suit continues. ing opinions about the possible out- An injunction he once issued on a
and 2000. It held the same rank Dec. 14 comes and the spin from both sides sediment-control device, for instance,
from 2000 to 2004. A U.S. appeals court sides mostly have created a confusing picture. interested few people outside the con-

Its residents had the second with the lower court. James R. Spencer, a no-nonsense struction industry. RIM v. NTP, on
highest median household U.S. district judge widely respected in  the other hand, could affect many of
income in 2003 at $61,475, 42 per- 2005 the legal community, now finds him- the more than 3 million BlackBerry
cent above the state average. In Maéﬁcl ellgnounces hat it has agreed to self in the unusual position of weigh- users in the United States.

2004, the county rar_wkec_i 92_|.St of 2 $450 million settlement Th%e deal ing an injunction against RIM even Government and emergency work-
the state’s 92 counties in its later unravels ’ as the U.S. Patent and Trademark ers would be exempted from any )
ungmploymenltdrate. A Aug. 2 ' Office is expected to finally rescind I:B)IackBerry t;llackotlj(t,dbgt the Justice

n a typical day, the county : . . ) NTP’s patents. epartment has asked Spencer to
sends nearly 40,000 workers OUF Zzs (?gizie()alisv:l:i(t)l’:][)thr:lgsgs;sessgrsnzrew_ “Ther)e patents are ... guaranteed hOld_Off on an injunction until the
?];;[]rtm;a c_ounty '_[0 work (predomi favorable to RIM, bunt stll largely sides tc_) goin the_garbage,_ James Bal- , details can be sorted out.

y in Marion County) and ith the | ; sillie, co-chief executive of Canada’s If granted, that delay would also
sees 12,000 commuters enter the G2 (e A RIM, said in December. “At the end permit corporate and individual
county for employment. Sept. 28 _ of the day, our position is real sim- BlackBerry users to switch to other

Of its people age 25 and older, The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ple: Let the system work.” devices or to download new software
88.5 percent have at least a high B Unfortunately for Balsillie, the that RIM claims would work around
school diploma, the second best Ui T T e lE T GRS 5 - system doesn’t necessarily work ina  NTP’s patents.
standing in Indiana. It ranks EFENIIIY [0 07 05D FEETs £ timely fashion. Spencer has signaled RIM executives say the new soft-
seventh among the counties in atthe core of NTP's sut that he is unwilling to delay his pro-  ware will prevent any service dis-
terms of people with a bache- Oct. 21 ) , ceedings while awaiting final word ruptions, but they have released few
lor’s or higher college degree. The appeals court denies amotionto  from the patent office, which lags details. Some analysts are question-

Now Hendricks County has an Selsaysthe case.CFwe (éays Iar:er, the far behind the court system. ing the viability of the workaround
opportunity to do something S Supreme Court does the same. A case that could change the prac-  and whether it might inconvenience
truly different and exceptionally 2006 tice of granting injunctions in patent  users or degrade service.
progressive. A new 882-acre Jan. 23 cases, eBay Inc. v. MercExchange, The unanswered questions in the
industrial and warehousing com- The Supreme Court refuses to hear will be taken up by the Supreme case have led thousands of compa-
plex has been announced for a an appeal from RIM. Court, but no decision is expected nies to contact consultants in recent
section of unincorporated land Jan. 25 until the spring at the earliest. weeks for advice on alternative tech-
between Avon and Plainfield. Spencer sets a Feb. 24 hearing date Spencer, meanwhile, has sched- nologies, though few have actually

tB(;tr;fCO{nTun't'es TﬁVel 'n:jt" to consider the injunction. uled a hearing for Friday on the made the switch.
ated efforts to annex the lan
and grab the property taxes it

will generate.
Avon, with a population of

8,200, must feel like David goin - . . .
Bt Premooing F| rms Ch al I enae I RS E.A. Harvey & Associates, PC.; and Integrated Real Estate Services, LLC
with 22,600 persons. Avon is
young, in that it was not incor- - EricA. Harvey, Attorney & Realtor®
porated until sometime in the
weamrin. | 0N long-distance taxes b Fretemions ot Exto L
Census debut in 1910. i )

Does either community have 300 South Madison Avenue, Suite 310
a reason, other than greed, to By Mary DALRYMPLE Taki Il Greenwood
annex this land? What about THE ASSOCIATED PRESS a Ing ato | BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
making this piece of land an The IRS continues to charge tax ! 317-509-9480 « eaharvey @aol.com
example of property tax sharing | WASHINGTON on long-distance telephone l
in Indiana? Let all the commu- Businesses and individuals con- services even though numerous : . :
nities of Hendricks County ben- tinue to pay hundreds of millions  courts, including three federal 2 (?omprehensve Real Esiate Qnd Business L egal SerVIces. ,
efit from the taxes generated by | of dollars in taxes each year on  Ccourts of appeal, have ruled * Commercial and Residential Transactions, New Development & Financing
the new buildings and the some long-distance telephone  these taxes invalid. _ ePrivate/ Sllent Brokerage
improvements on this land. calls even though three federal Telephone tax receipt * BusinessAsset and I nventory Transactions

Certainly if Avon or Plainfield courts say the levy is invalid. projections, in billions * Multiple Listing Service (ML S) and Internet Listing
provides police or fire services Companies have convinced the 6 - » Document Preparation or Review For Sale By Owner (FSBO)
to this property, then fees or appeals courts that the 3 percent $5.9 billion
taxes should be paid for those excise tax on local, long-distance 5 Call Today for More Information!
services. But none of the pro- and wireless calls does not apply
jected 6,000 employees is going to some current long-distance 4
to live on that land. billing plans.

They will not necessarily live The tax dates to 1898, when tele- 3

in Avon or Plainfield. Why should phones were a luxury and law-

the Avon or Plainfield schools get makers needed money to help pay 2 : . . .
the school property taxes? Let for the Spanish-American War. . I S WI e I n I e y Wa | I I

every school corporation in the The government can expect to
county share in this windfall. collect $52 billion over the com-
Actually, there is no reason to ing decade from all telephone 02005 2010 2016 r )
think that all or most of the excise taxes, according to a i 0 u r Va e n I n e S ea
employees will live in Hendricks recent report from the Con- gﬁ){%z?g&%gngressmnm AP y .
County, but we’ll not get into gressional Budget Office.
that complexity. The report said there is a “sig-  refunds to businesses and individ-
Revenue sharing is an idea nificant likelihood” the Internal uals who request them, the budget
that has been bounced around Revenue Service will continue office said. The law gives them a
among economic developers for losing in court and eventually three-year window of opportunity
years. To date | am unaware of stop collecting the tax on some to claim a refund. *Ultimate !
any place in the state where it long-distance calls. For most people, a 3 percent tax E CIose Out Special
has been achieved. While cases work through the on long-distance calls amounts to | Furnace Tune-Up ,
But it makes so much sense. courts, the IRS says it still is very little. The average household $69 00 I Due to Government regulations on HVAC equipment, all
Let’s stop the competition among instructing telephone companies telecommunications bill, including . : existing models are no longer being made. Therefore, we
communities for new businesses to keep collecting the tax. taxes, totaled $114 a month in 2003, *Best ever or you don’t pay! | have to empty our warehouse of the old to bring in the new.
and allow the benefits to flow After losing in the 11th U.S. including $16 for long-distance, swncibe comtind iy tar e om | *All older equipment will still be warranted and serviceable.
over a wider area, just as the Circuit Court of Appeals, the IRS  according to a Federal Commun- |~ 2~~~ [ Hurry while supplies last!
costs similarly may be spread. issued a notice stating it would ications Commission report. AS Iow as |
This applies not only within continue to assess and collect the For businesses with high tele- ! )
counties, but between counties tax. After losing in the 6th phone usage or a toll-free line, the $3 100,00 E Re_l]ab[e
as well. Regional tax sharing Circuit, the IRS asked all judges tax bill can be high. Companies Com,!ate Ho. & AC | COMFORT. Whiteland e Frankline Greenwood m
makes sense. A new factory in on that court to hear the appeal. have found it worth the time and ’ s,swﬂ,‘ A INC. 317-535-7717 N 4
one county may mean more stu- | The |RS also lost in the U.S.  expense to seek refunds in court. ot o wimyaor e s | MEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 7o) Free: 1-866-524-9994 *
dents in a nearby county. Court of Appeals for the District “You’ve got to have an enor- |___Penewer eves2ats | The Name Says It All! www.reliablecomfort.com Turn to the Experts.
Without sounding like Huey of Columbia Circuit. mous amount of usage to make it H =
Long, let us share the wealth. The agency has not asked the  worthwhile,” said attorney Steph- ~ Financing avaiiable
— Supreme Court to consider the en Rosen, whose Washington
Morton Marcus is an economist, for- issue. telecommunications law firm has % i : : :
merly at the Kelley School of Business, If the tax is terminated, the gov-  represented several companies $$$ Don’t miss out on this opportunlty to $ave Blg $$$
Indiana University. ernment could owe three years of  pursuing refunds.




