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HERMAN

GARFIELD

PEANUTS

GET FUZZY

ALLEY OOP

GRAND AVENUE

SOUP TO NUTS

ASTROGRAPH
Your birthday:
Monday, Jan. 9, 2006

THE BORN LOSER

Your possibilities for increased earnings
through different sources look encouraging
for the year ahead.The sooner you start
looking for new channels, the sooner the
fresh cash can flow in.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Unless you’ve broken out of your shell
in the past weekend, you may still be a
bit restless. If this is the case, plan to find
a little time today to do something fun
just for yourself.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19)
Conditions in general are favorable for
digging in today and getting a good jumpstart on the week’s agenda.You could be
able to reap some extra benefits from
being ahead of the game.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20)
It’s to your advantage to get out on the
road today and see those people who
can offer you what you need to further
your interests.You’ll mix well with business types or social chums.
ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Favorable circumstances exist today in
your world of work or business dealings,
as well as with those who have clout and
influence. Press ahead now for what
could further your ambitions.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Some helpful news coming from a distance is trying to get through to you
today, so check your e-mail or answering
machine regularly so that you’ll be able
to act on the information as soon as
possible.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
Two people who have previously had
your best interests at heart will once

FRANK AND ERNEST

ARLO AND JANIS

again set things up for you, which could
help you immensely.You could learn of
their input today.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Your disposition is exceptionally in
tune with others in creating an excellent
balance between you and almost everyone you meet today. Making friends will
come easy for you.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Tasks which you perform well today
will not only give you a strong sense of
achievement but will also be noticed by
someone whose attention you’ve been
eager to capture.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
You could be much more popular with
your peers today than you may give yourself credit for. Love relationships, in particular, will be better than usual and
ready to ripen in ways you’d like.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
Don’t wait on others to make all the
plans or arrangements for what to do
today. Put something together yourself
with some special friends or with an intimate relationship in mind. Everyone will
be glad you did.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
You might find yourself trying to avert
an altercation between two friends
of whom you’re equally fond. You’ll do a
good job of stilling troubled waters and
your friends will be grateful for your
intervention.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)
If you’ve managed your budget wisely
in the past few weeks, you should have
little problem finding the funds today to
purchase a luxury item, which you’ve had
your eye on. Enjoy! It’s a new year.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
DILBERT

COMMITTED

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

‘Dear Abby’ by Pauline
Phillips and Jeanne Phillips

Meat frozen for
long periods of
time OK to eat
DEAR ABBY: What is a safe
amount of time to be able to eat
meat from the freezer?
We have noticed items that are
more than five years old that my
father-in-law insists are still good,
“You just cut off the freezer burn.”
We’re afraid he’s going to poison himself.
— CONCERNED
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW,
WELLINGTON, COLO.
DEAR CONCERNED: According to Mike Herndon, media
spokesman for the Food and Drug
Administration, meat can be frozen almost indefinitely.
However, it must be stored constantly at zero degrees to be safe.
Freezer burn does not make food
unsafe but may affect the quality.
The following are freezer storage times for quality only: uncooked roasts, steaks or chops,
four to 12 months; whole poultry,
12 months; poultry parts, nine
months.
Also, it’s a good idea to check
for odor after meat and poultry
have been frozen for too long. If
there is a rancid smell, do not
use it.
DEAR ABBY: A new employee,
“Nicki,” was recently hired at the
company where I work. A group
of us eat lunch together, and we
have tried to make Nicki as welcome as possible by asking her to
join our table.
Usually our conversation consists of talk about our families or
a movie we saw recently, but
Nicki always seems to interject a
piece of information that is so private as to be inappropriate.
Recently she confided that her
husband had cheated on her and
that he had been arrested for
theft.
Lunchtime has become less
pleasant because this woman
seems to have no boundaries. How
can I politely let her know that
giving too much information
about her private life makes other
employees uncomfortable?
— SQUIRMING
IN COLUMBIA, S.C.
DEAR SQUIRMING: The woman has my sympathy. She is trying to bond with you folks in the
only way she knows how. It would
not be impolite to take her aside
and quietly tell her that it isn’t
necessary to air her dirty laundry
to make friends at the company.

Dear Abby is written by Pauline
Phillips and her daughter Jeanne Phillips.
Write to Dear Abby at P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

