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HOW TO HELP

To offer donations of time or money to
the Katrina Relief Mission Project, set for
Feb. 16 and 17 at Scott Hall on the
Johnson County Fairgrounds in Franklin,
contact New Whiteland Christian Church
at 535-4822.

* Help

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

He doesn’t make a big deal
about his commitment to building
homes, McCoy said. He feels like
helping others is something
everyone should do.

Now McCoy is spearheading a
Johnson County effort to build
interior and exterior panels for
six homes in one weekend.

Knowing there is strength in
numbers, McCoy, a member of
New Whiteland Christian Church,
solicited assistance from other
local churches.

Congregations from Bluff Creek
Christian Church, Rocklane Chris-
tian Church, Franklin Memorial
Christian Church and Franklin
Church of Christ joined forces with
McCoy and members of New
Whiteland Christian Church, to
make the project a reality.

More than 270 members of
Bluff Creek Christian Church are
donating $1 a day to raise $5,000
for building materials to con-
struct the panels for one home,
the church’s children’s director
Matt Randall said.

“We are definitely going to be
involved on the financial end and
on the hands-on end,” Randall
said.

Personal involvement is one of
the reasons their congregation got
involved with the project, he said.

Two members of their congrega-
tion, one from southern Miss-
issippi and the other from Louis-
iana, have family members who
lost everything in the hurricane.

When McCoy approached the
congregation of Franklin Mem-
orial Christian Church, it was the
mission opportunity they had
been hoping for, missions chair-
man Keith Armour said.

Their congregation plans two
trips south this year to help hur-
ricane victims rebuild, he said.
But not everyone in the church
can travel or be away from their
jobs or families.

Since this mission project takes
place in Johnson County, the
door is open to everyone in their
congregation who wants to lend a
hand, Armour said.

Building fellowship between the
churches is another gift of partic-
ipating in the project, he said.

“We’ve been looking to partner
with other churches in the area,”
Armour said. “It builds relation-
ships between the churches so
we can work together on other
projects.”

Since Thanksgiving, the con-
gregation at Rocklane Christian
Church has raised more than half
of the money they need to buy
building materials for the project,
said Susan Westbrook, outreach
chairwoman for the church.

Their congregation is very mis-
sion oriented, she said. But this
is the first project they have been
involved in with other local
churches.

“It will strengthen our faith
and our realization that there
really are many people who are
reaching out,” Westbrook said.
“We are not alone in our efforts.”

McCoy has no doubt about what
can be accomplished by all five
churches working together, he said.

He recalls a childhood memory,
growing up in a farming commu-
nity in LaGrange County, when a
neighbor’s barn caught fire.
Livestock and horses were saved.
But the barn, already filled to the
brim with hay for the winter, was
a total loss.

“Seven days later, there was a
new barn standing there, full of
hay,” McCoy said. “You call that
community. You call that reach-
ing out to help other people.”
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Wind Chill Today

Statistics for Indianapolis through 5 p.m. yesterday.
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to raise three grandchildren by
herself.

Kate Burzlaff, of Whiteland,
and 11 other members of the
church’s youth group went along
on the trip, which was organized
by CrossRoads Missions in Louis-
ville, Ky.

Shingling the house, installing
siding, painting and driving nails
were new tasks for most of the
teens, said Burzlaff, 17.

“No matter how small your job
is, you still make an impact,” she
said of the experience. “It takes
more than one person to put the
whole thing together.”

Roofing a house was definitely
new territory for Rebecca Camp-
bell, of Greenwood, who also par-
ticipated in the project.

But it was a low-stress experi-
ence, with some humor sprinkled
on the activities.

“Chuck is a real fun guy to work
with,” said Campbell, 17. “He’s
definitely willing to help if you
have a question. And he will talk
your ear off if you lend it to him.”

Most of his time in Campbells-
ville was spent constructing inte-
rior and exterior pre-fab wall
panels for the house, McCoy said.

But he also helped guide teen
volunteers and did a lot of last-
minute troubleshooting.

For example, when the latch on
the bathroom door didn’t work,

McCoy, 66, repaired it.

During the drive back to John-
son County, four exhausted teens
rode in McCoy’s vehicle.

“Things got real quiet,” McCoy
said. “Then one of them piped up
and said, ‘Chuck, we’ve decided
you’re cool.””

McCoy thought about what
could be accomplished while
doing this type of mission work
with young people, he said.

He could help teach teens new
skills. He could encourage them
to grow up to be service oriented
adults. And he could continue to
help put walls around people who
needed homes.

Shortly after returning from
the mission trip, McCoy jump-
started his intentions by attend-
ing the National Missionary
Conference in Peoria, Ill.

More than 1,000 volunteers,
many of them teenagers from
around the United States, worked
together during the conference to
build pre-fab panels for several
family homes and buildings for
university campuses.

“We had volunteers there from
14 states,” McCoy said. “They
were just people like me who just
got hooked on one or more pro-
jects, and they showed up to help.”

Later that month, McCoy, a
father of three and grandfather
of seven, helped build two homes
in Brownsburg, then traveled to
Atlanta to work on more projects.

When the youth group invited
McCoy to accompany them on a
June mission trip to build eight
houses in Piedras Negras,

Mexico, he did not hesitate.

“After they told me | was cool,
how could I say no?” McCoy said
with a laugh.

To follow through on the com-
mitment, McCoy had to get fi-
nancially creative.

He’s been employed for 15 years
at KYB in Franklin. And for most
of those years, McCoy has collect-
ed empty pop cans from the facto-
ry’s trash bins and sold the alu-
minum for extra cash.

That’s how McCoy paid for his
airfare to get to Mexico.

Now, the backyard of his home
is again crowded with bags of
aluminum cans.

“This year, I’'m cashing them in
a truckload at a time,” McCoy
said. “And all of the money is
going to the Katrina fund. The
aluminum cans I've collected
from KYB are going to good use.”

Nearly all the times he has
swung a hammer, it’s been a pro-
ject organized by CrossRoads
Missions, McCoy said.

When he learned of their com-
mitment to victims of Hurricane
Katrina, McCoy decided he want-
ed to be part of the home-build-
ing team.

But in order to really make a
difference, he would require help.
And lots of it.

McCoy solicited hammer-
swinging volunteers from around
the county.

Congregations from four other
independent Christian churches in
Johnson County — Bluff Creek
Christian Church, Rocklane Chris-
tian Church, Franklin Memorial

Christian Church and Franklin
Church of Christ — signed on with
McCoy and members of New
Whiteland Christian Church to
financially help construct new
lives for victims of Katrina.

“Each of our churches commit-
ted to build one house,” McCoy
said. “Our goal is to raise $5,000
within each congregation.”

To help make these homes hap-
pen, McCoy is depending on 400
community volunteers to offer
elbow grease in three shifts next
month at Scott Hall on the coun-
ty fairgrounds in Franklin.

Four-hour shifts of nail pound-
ing mission work will result in
enough pre-fab panels to build
six houses for homeless families
on the Gulf Coast.

Once the panels reach their
destination, it is possible for
work crews to raise the walls and
shingle the roof of a home in one
8-hour day, McCoy said

Tools are provided by Cross-
Roads Missions during the week-
end of building panels en masse.

Many people are interested in
participating in mission work,
but they are unable to take time
off from their jobs or it is impos-
sible to juggle home responsibili-
ties, McCoy said.

The panel building project is
planned for a weekend. Families
are encouraged to work together.
Travel isn’t necessary. And vol-
unteer hands from the communi-
ty will be greatly appreciated,
McCoy said.

“How painless can a mission
project be?” he asked.

CLASS SAMPLING

Offerings this year include:
® Cultural literacy in the Bible
® Jewelry through history

® Back when you were born:
Everything 80s

® Caribbean cruise

* Program
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Patterson asked high school
principal Leighton Turner to cre-
ate surveys for parents, students
and teachers that went beyond
basic questions such as “Do you
like it?”

“We need some evidence to
evaluate it,” Patterson said. “Are
relationships being developed?
Are kids learning things in differ-
ent ways?”

About 1,100 students responded
to the survey. Most said the pro-
gram provided experiences not
available in the regular classroom
and helps them feel like there is
an adult in the school who cares
about them.

A majority also said the pro-
gram did not help them narrow
career choices or decide what they
wanted to do after high school.

About 50 parents responded to
the survey, and nearly half of
them said their child was unable
to participate in their first choice

of classes because of the cost.

Turner said he addressed the
concern about cost by requiring
each teacher to submit a propos-
al for an intensive. The change
resulted in several new, free
classes, he said.

Teachers must also submit
detailed daily plans for their
classes and tie the class to at
least two state standards involv-
ing reading, writing or math.

Some critics have said the
week is a free week for students
and teachers.

“This is the most grueling week
of the entire year for teachers,”
Turner said. “Anyone who would
argue that this is a free week
doesn’t understand the demands
of putting these classes together.”

In the past, teachers have been
able to team up to suggest inten-
sive classes. Turner required
every teacher this year to submit
a proposal; and if a class didn’t
fill, then that teacher could help
out another teacher.

The additional classes mean
smaller class sizes, giving teach-
ers a better chance to get to know
students.

Patterson said the program fits
into the three belief statements
all teachers and administrators
agreed to this year. The beliefs
are kids learn in different ways
and at different rates, students
who are actively involved in their
learning will learn more effec-
tively, and students who can
make a real connection with one
adult in the school will be more
successful.

“It’s sometimes so hard in a
regular classroom setting for a
student and a teacher to con-
nect,” Patterson said.

But seeing a teacher on a
horse that won’t move when it’s
told to let’s students see teachers
in a different light.

“Kids see that that teacher’s
not quite as in charge as they
thought,” he said. “The kids say,
‘Heck, this is a real person.”

Students who may not be good
at writing essays for English
class get a chance to stand out in
an intensive, Patterson said.

The intensives are a good
model for the kinds of things
teachers should be doing every
day, he said.

* Punchy

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

difficult customers but said they
seem to increase during the holi-
day season.

People are more rushed during
the holiday season, which can
sometimes lead to less patience
and angry encounters, Phil Stapp,
customer services manager at
Best Buy, said.

Nothing got out of hand at the
Greenwood store this holiday sea-
son, but he has seen some heated
discussions at other stores where
he has worked, Stapp said.

Customers who get out of hand
are often under the influence of
alcohol or drugs but many will
leave the store rather than threat-
ening employees or becoming vio-
lent, said Vicky Ramirez, manag-
er at Meijer.

The stress of the holiday sea-
son can cause more customers to
become violent or aggressive.
But considering the amount of
sales that happen in Greenwood,
violence between customers and

employees is rare, Greenwood
Police Chief Joe Pitcher said.

Managers at Silverado and Wet
Seal, the two Greenwood Park
Mall stores where employees were
struck, declined to comment about
what happened.

LOTTERIES

Here are the winning numbers select-
ed over the weekend:

Indiana
Sunday
Daily Three: 6-0-3.
Daily Four: 1-0-2-8.
Lucky Five: 5-8-23-24-33.
Saturday
Hoosier Lotto: 12-15-18-19-34-36.
Jackpot: $24.5 million. (No winner.
New jackpot: $25 million.)
Daily Three Midday: 1-2-3.
Daily Three Evening: 4-1-0.
Daily Four Midday: 6-0-4-0.
Daily Four Evening: 3-9-4-1.
Lucky Five Midday: 16-27-30-31-35.
Lucky Five Evening: 1-4-8-15-26.

Powerball

2-16-21-32-43. Powerball: 6. Power
Play: 4. Jackpot: $56.4 million. (No win-
ner. New jackpot: $65 million.)

* Class
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In the make-a-bear class stu-
dents are learning to read pat-
terns, do math and communicate
with each other.

Several students are hunched
over sewing machines while other
students help them pin material
or rethread their machine.

“Look, that is so cool,” Ashlee
McTarsney said as she held up
what will be the face of her bear.

McTarsney, 17, sewed on her
bear’s second ear and started to
pin the back of the head on.

She had never sewn before but
wanted to take the class so she
could donate one of her bears to
the Ronald McDonald House for
children at Riley Hospital for
Children in Indianapolis.

“There’s not always stuff | want
to do at this school,” McTarsney
said. “But when | saw this, | was
like, ‘That’s the class | want.””

McTarsney plans to take some
money out of her next paycheck
to make sure the bear she
donates has a cute outfit on.

McTarsney and her 41 class-
mates are spending four days
sewing heirloom bears. They read
the pattern, cut and pin fabric and
then sew. Many are operating a
sewing machine for the first time.

Tuesday the class will travel to
the Build-a-Bear store in Green-
wood Park Mall. The store will
open early so the class can make
bears that they will then take to
Riley to donate.

The class costs students $30
and is one of the 20 new intensive
classes being offered this year.

More than 100 students origi-
nally signed up to be in the class,
but some had to be directed to
their second choices.

Principal Leighton Turner is not
surprised that so many students
were interested. In fact, any class
that involves some kind of service
is always popular, he said.

“These teenagers will give
their time and money for other
people,” he said.

For instance, more than 75 stu-
dents signed up to build a Habitat
for Humanity house in Louisiana
for Hurricane Katrina victims.

The trip fell through, but most
of the students who originally
signed up are spending the week
helping agencies stock and ship
supplies to hurricane victims.



