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NASCAR’s Kyle Busch bristles at criticism
Last year’s Nextel Cup top rookie says advice from veterans would be appreciated
BY MIKE HARRIS
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FONTANA, Calif.
Kyle Busch admits he sometimes
makes bad decisions on the track. But
the youngster says, instead of criticism,
some good advice would be appreciated
and far more constructive.
It was natural for Busch to wind up in
the spotlight Friday at California Speedway. He won his first Nextel Cup pole at
the track a year ago and then became
the youngest driver in NASCAR history
to win a race in its top stock car division
when he took the checkered flag in the
September event on the 2-mile oval.
But the 20-year-old racer, last year’s
top Cup rookie, wasn’t particularly happy
that the questions kept going back to last
week at Daytona, where Busch’s driving
was blasted by reigning Cup champion
Tony Stewart after the two tangled during the Daytona 500.
“He’s the one guy who’s probably
going to hurt somebody out here,”
Stewart said of Busch in the heated
aftermath of the race. “He’s all over the

place. He’s what we like to call a dart
with no feathers. He just doesn’t know
where he’s going.”
Busch pointed out that Stewart, also
penalized for rough driving during that
race, has not called or approached the
youngster to talk about the situation.
“That’s how a lot of stuff gets started,”
said Busch, younger brother of NASCAR’s
sometime bad boy, Kurt Busch, the 2004
series champion. “People run their
mouths with the media instead of actually
confronting the driver.
“Help me out. I’m a young guy, and
I’m trying to learn. If you want to teach
me something, come up and discuss it
with me and tell me what I need to do
differently. I’m out there doing the same
stuff that he’s doing, or Jeff Gordon, or
Jimmie Johnson, or anybody else, not
thinking that it’s anything wrong.
“But I’m inside my car. I’m not inside
anybody else’s car watching my car go
around the racetrack. I could use any
kind of help out there.”
Dale Earnhardt Jr. said Busch is pretty wild.
“But most rookies are,” Junior added

Friday. “I can’t say I did any better when
I was in his position. But he could turn it
down a notch. ... You make mistakes, and
he hasn’t made any real big ones. But he
just needs to realize that he’s right on the
brink of really ticking off somebody he
doesn’t want to tick off.
“I think he’ll figure it out. A lot of
rookies come in here pretty wild.”
Brian Vickers, Busch’s 21-year-old
Hendrick Motorsports teammate, starting his third season in Cup, said it’s
true that young drivers often make
mistakes, adding “and I’ve made my
share. “
“Guys under 25 are young and wide
open and full of energy and inexperienced,” Vickers said. “That’s part of the
sport, part of growing up. Every veteran out here has been young at one time,
and they were probably aggressive and
sometimes over their heads.
“I’ve never seen a 20-year-old in a car
with 800 horsepower doing 200 miles an
hour that wasn’t (over his head) a little
bit. You know, the older you get, the
calmer you get, the more patience you
get, the more experience you get.”
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Kyle Busch, right, congratulates teammate Jeff Gordon on placing first in qualifying for the
NASCAR Daytona 500 in Daytona Beach, Fla., on Feb. 16.

State official: Hunting permit not just a license to kill
I

nnovative Department of
Natural Resources Director
Kyle Hupfer is offering rankand-file Hoosiers a chance to get
fiscally involved in the development of wildlife management programs offered by the Division of
Fish and Wildlife.
As the keynote speaker at the
annual meeting of Hoosier
Outdoor Writers Association on
Feb. 18, Hupfer unveiled a program aimed at encouraging
those who do not fish or hunt to
help finance management programs for both game and nongame species of fish and
wildlife.
Explaining that many division
programs are concerned with
species that are not pursued by
hunters and anglers, Hupfer noted
that many Hoosiers make contributions every year to numerous
Department of Natural Resources
programs.
Hupfer added that a portion of
these donations could well be
channeled to the Division of Fish
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and Wildlife by simply buying a
license.
“By purchasing a $25 combination hunting and fishing license,
Hoosiers can do much more than
hunt and fish,” Hupfer points out
in a brochure that is available
this week at the Indianapolis
Boat, Sport & Travel Show.
“Even if you do not consider
yourself a sportsman or sportswoman, your annual combo
license purchase will help the
DNR buy critical wildlife habitat,
like the new 8,000-acre Goose Pond
Fish and Wildlife Area,” the
brochure notes.
Best of all, Hupfer says, each

combo license is matched by an
additional $20 in federal funds to
help manage Indiana’s valuable
fish and wildlife resources.
The combo license is available
at the DNR exhibit in the Marsh
Blue Ribbon Pavilion at the
Indiana State Fairgrounds and
hunting and fishing license vendors throughout the state.
Licenses can also be bought
online at by following links titled
“Licensing Info” and “Purchasing
Hunting, Fishing Or Trapping
Licenses.”
Licenses also can be purchased
by phone at 233-4976. These procedures are fully explained in the
DNR’s 2006 “Recreation and
Fishing Guide,” a slick-paper,
magazine-format publication that
covers both recreation and fishing
in one thorough, eye-catching
piece of work.
The new guide also is available
for free at the DNR Sports Show
exhibit, or at fishing and hunting
license outlets, including DNR
properties, throughout the state.

Waterfowl seasons
The Division of Fish and
Wildlife will host a series of public open houses to gather public
opinion about waterfowl hunting
for the 2006-07 seasons. Results of
the 2005 Waterfowl Hunter Survey
will be available at these events.
All open houses will be from 3
to 7 p.m. Dates and locations are:
• March 6: Sugar Ridge Fish
and Wildlife Area, Winslow
• March 8: Atterbury Fish and
Wildlife Area, Edinburgh
• March 9: Willow Slough Fish
and Wildlife Area, Morocco
Also available at the open
houses will be preliminary season dates for the 2006-07 waterfowl hunting seasons.
The preliminary dates have
been developed using results
from the 2005 Waterfowl Hunter
Survey and are offered for public
comment. Preliminary dates are
subject to revision and must be
approved by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service this summer.

The DNR also will accept comments on additional waterfowl
hunting issues such as zone and
split seasons.
Written comments may be sent
to Department of Natural Resources, Division of Fish and
Wildlife, Waterfowl Zone Comments, 553 E. Miller Drive, Bloomington, IN 47401. All comments
must be received by April 15.
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In last week’s column on the
Purdue University Press’ hot new
book, “Native Trees of the Midwest,” I failed to list the telephone
number for ordering this book.
The toll-free phone number is
(800) 247-6553. The book can also
be ordered online at pupress
@purdue.edu.
The price is $49.95, plus $9.50
for handling and mailing. The
book probably will be delivered
in three to five days in Indiana.
Join the Purdue Press Pilot
Program for a year ($50) and you
can get the book for free, including postage.

The recent cold nights, when the
bottoms seemed to have dropped
out of thermometers around the
state, have spawned some speculation among hard-water anglers
that we may be benefactors of
more safe ice for fishing.
“Don’t count on it,” said the boys
from the Tackle Box, a far northeastern bait shop in the natural
lakes country where ice comes first
(also last and always). The extremely cold nights also had their
share of wind, and that is a no-no
for the production of natural ice.

“Bayou” Bill Scifres’ outdoors column
appears Saturdays in the Daily Journal.
Comments can be sent to P.O. Box 699,
Franklin, IN 46131.
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Tree book

Icy speculation

B u y A n y Ve h i c l e O n O u r L o t & . . .

Only 5
Miles From
Exit 76A

They say temps above freezing
this week will likely thwart the
possibilities.
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2006 GMC YUKON XL SLT

TOP-OF-THE-LINE, DVD, Lthr, Roof, XM, LOADED!!

‘06 BUICK LACROSSE CX
#8550

WIESEPRICED $

37,997
100’s in stock and ready to deal.

LEASE $

239

nothing held back.

/mo

19,497

27 month/10K per year, All rebates & incentives included. WAC. See dealer for terms and conditions. $1500 Down

NICE in

LUXURY 1
Heated & Cooled Seats
MSRP $43,680

13000
DISCOUNTS

up
to

‘06 CADILLAC DTS
#8248

LOADE
D UP
WIESE PRICE $
39,997

$

#8560

#8072

LEASE $

269

‘07 TAHOE & YUKON’S

ECIAL
MANAGER’S SP

13,497
$
17,997

‘06 CHEVY SILVERADO EXT

WIESEPRICE
1500, CC, AT,
W/T, V6, CC,

MSRP $24,230

Plus tax, all incentives included, wac. see dealer for complete details.

‘06 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX GXP
Hurry
Only 1

#8013

‘06 CHEVY COBALT LS CPE

LEASE $

27,997

Yellow, AT, CC

& FAS
T
5.3L V8, Dk. Cherry, 6Disc CD, Roof, XM

0.0

%

apr financing Available to 72 months*

*WAC. On Select Models

135

MO for
39/mo
WIESE PRICE $
11,997
MSRP $16,340

VERY LIMITED
MSRP $32,300 LOADED

Displacement OnDemand

LEASE $

39 month/12K per year, All rebates & incentives included. WAC. See dealer for terms and conditions. $1500 Down

‘06 CHEVY COLORADO 4X4 RC
#8055

15,997

WIESEPRICE $
CD, MP3, Tow Pkg,
20 To Choose
MSRP $20,585

39 month/10K per year, All rebates & incentives included. WAC. See dealer for terms and conditions. $1500 Down

Unbelievable Savings on over 500 NEW&USEDVEHICLES...We’re Dealin!
It’s Easy With

3560 N. NATIONAL ROAD - COLUMBUS

866-254-6625
www.easywithwiese.com

HIGHLANDER

PRIUS

TUNDRA

SOLARA

CAMRY

‘06 TOYOTA TUNDRA

NEW

‘06 TOYOTA COROLLA

P
RP
MS
MSR
$
$
1
51
95
,9
19
19,

P
RP
MS
MSR
$
$
3
93
29
,2
16
16,

Wiese
Wiese
Price
Price

Wiese
Wiese
Price
Price

99
99 $18,257

$
$

SIENNA

TACOMA

LAND
CRUISER

AVALON

NEW

WIESEPRICE $

CC, Auto, V6,
Smth Ride Susp,
MSRP $18,325

36 month/10K per year, All rebates & incentives included. WAC. See dealer for terms and conditions. $1500 Down

COROLLA

1 -Available
Now!

SALES
event

TAX-TIME

4RUNNER

2006 SOLSTICE

N STOCK!
I
Over 75 to Choose

SLT, V8, Lthr!
MSRP $31,592 MO for 3
WIESE PRICE $
6/mo
22,997

RAV4

10 IN STOCK NOW

UNHEARD OF SAVINGS ON ALL OUR
NEW 2006 MODEL CARS AND TRUCKS
‘06 CHEVY SILVERADO

27 month/10K per year, All rebates & incentives included. WAC. See dealer for terms and conditions. $1500 Down

‘06 GMC SIERRA 1500 4X4 EXT

SEQUOIA

MSRP 50,945

6 Pass, 3800 V6
MSRP $22,740 MO for 2
7

WIESE PRICE $

MATRIX

$

or

MONTH
L

E

A

S

E

149 $15,623

$

*

or

MONTH
L

E

A

S

E

*

2WD, RC,V6, AT, Air,Tilt,Tow Pkg, Bedliner

CE, AT, Air, PW, PL, CC, 38MPG!!

They are all 36 month lease payments with $3500 cash down or trade equity. Security Deposit required. It includes 12000 miles
per year. All payments are plus taxes with approved credit and all incentives assigned to the dealer. Offer Expires 2/28/06. #8032

They are all 36 month lease payments with $3500 cash down or trade equity. Security Deposit required. It includes 12000 miles
per year. All payments are plus taxes with approved credit and all incentives assigned to the dealer. Offer Expires 2/28/06. #8287

NEW

‘06 TOYOTA CAMRY

P
RP
MS
MSR
1
01
10
,1
21
21,

‘06 TOYOTA SIENNA

P
RP
MS
MSR
4
74
87
,8
24
24,

$
$

$
$

Wiese
Wiese
Price
Price

Wiese
Wiese
Price
Price

159 19,319

$

NEW

or

$

MONTH
L

E

A

S

E

*

179 $22,866

$

or

MONTH
L

E

A

S

E

*

LE, AT, Air, PW, PL, Keyless, 34MPG!!

CE, 7Pass, CC, Roof Rack, LOADED!

They are all 36 month lease payments with $3500 cash down or trade equity. Security Deposit required. It includes 12000 miles
per year. All payments are plus taxes with approved credit and all incentives assigned to the dealer. Offer Expires 2/28/06. #8113

They are all 36 month lease payments with $3500 cash down or trade equity. Security Deposit required. It includes 12000 miles
per year. All payments are plus taxes with approved credit and all incentives assigned to the dealer. Offer Expires 2/28/06. #8139

NEW

‘06 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

NEW

‘06 TOYOTA 4RUNNER

P
RP
MS
MSR
$
$
2
22
42
,4
26
26,

P
RP
MS
MSR
$
$
6
56
45
,4
32
32,

Wiese
Wiese
Price
Price

Wiese
Wiese
Price
Price

209 24,163

$

or

$

MONTH
L

E

A

S

E

*

$
9
29,342
1
2

$

or

MONTH
L

E

A

S

E

*

AT, Air, PW, PL, CD, 3RD SEAT!

V6, Full Power, 3rd Seat, 4X4, SR5!!

They are all 36 month lease payments with $3500 cash down or trade equity. Security Deposit required. It includes 12000 miles
per year. All payments are plus taxes with approved credit and all incentives assigned to the dealer. Offer Expires 2/28/06. #8462

They are all 36 month lease payments with $3500 cash down or trade equity. Security Deposit required. It includes 12000 miles
per year. All payments are plus taxes with approved credit and all incentives assigned to the dealer. Offer Expires 2/28/06. #8345

Wiese Toyota
3560 N. National Road • Columbus, IN • 866-254-6625 • easywithwiese.com

