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HERMAN

GARFIELD

PEANUTS

GET FUZZY

ALLEY OOP

GRAND AVENUE

SOUP TO NUTS

ASTROGRAPH
Your birthday:
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2006

THE BORN LOSER

In the year ahead, you could become
involved in a unique enterprise. Handle it
carefully, because it has good possibilities of being a turning point in your life.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20)
Don’t let any people with whom you
have dealings today believe that you are
erratic or inconsistent, especially where
your work is concerned. It would definitely hurt your image.
ARIES (March 21-April 19)
If you’re doing any important mental
work today, have someone check over
what you’ve done. A serious mistake
could slip through and cause you a great
deal of trouble.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Don’t let someone off the hook today
who is obligated to you just because you
are too embarrassed to broach the subject. This person will use your sensitivities to his or her advantage.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
Should you be saddled once again
with an unreliable ally today who hasn’t
produced in all other previous involvements, don’t make the mistake of thinking this person will do so now.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Strive to be methodical and orderly
where your work is concerned today. If
your procedures are faulty, the end
results will be as well, causing a great
deal of problems for you.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Wishful thinking mustn’t be allowed to
replace reality today or else you could

FRANK AND ERNEST

ARLO AND JANIS

believe in something that isn’t true and
react as if it were.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
You could be a disruptive factor on the
home front today if you refuse to be
cooperative and harmonious with other
relatives. It would affect domestic tranquility for the entire family.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
Be careful today that you don’t get all
excited about or involved in trying to promote something that the world doesn’t
want or need. What you have to offer
must be useful and make sense.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
Unfortunately, it won’t take much to
arouse your extravagant inclinations
today, so try to keep this foremost in your
mind if you go shopping. To be safe,
leave your credit cards home.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)
Your affairs aren’t apt to run like a welloiled machine today, so be prepared to
deal with the unexpected. If you’re on
your toes, you’re not apt to get flustered
and cause a mishap.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Usually you don’t respond to hunches
without overt verification, but today you
could impulsively respond to a misleading feeling just because you like it and
make a costly mistake.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19)
Be particularly careful today in any
dealings you have with friends where
money is involved. There’s a strong possibility that a misunderstanding could
arise over something unexpected.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

DILBERT

REALITY CHECK

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

‘Dear Abby’ by Pauline
Phillips and Jeanne Phillips

Woman regrets not
reporting sister’s
abusive husband
DEAR ABBY: Your recent references to the National Domestic
Violence Hotline moved me.
I have read Dear Abby for many
years and have seen many letters
from women who say they can’t
leave their husbands or go to the
police.
I was married in October. The
only family I had left in the world
attended — my awesome older sister, “Karen,” and her two kids,
along with her husband, “Jack.”
After we returned from the honeymoon, Karen informed me that
things had been heated and abusive with Jack for quite some
time, so she was moving out. I
was shocked. I loved her husband.
Never in a million years would I
have thought that of him. He
seemed so laid-back, but Karen
was scared. She said he had
threatened to kill her numerous
times, but she didn’t want to
involve the police.
On Nov. 11, Jack tied her up
and shot her, then himself, killing
both of them. There are no words
to describe the hole I feel in my
heart.
Please urge your readers who
are caught up in abusive relationships not to end up like my sister.
I wish now that I had made Karen
go to the police or called them
myself. Instead, I’m left trying to
explain to their kids how this
could happen.
— GRIEVING IN TEXAS
DEAR GRIEVING: Please
accept my most profound sympathy for the tragic and untimely
loss of your sister. It’s understandable that you are left wracking
your brain for answers as to how
this could have been averted.
However, I urge you not to torture yourself with “if onlys.” Your
sister’s husband appears to have
been a clever psychopath, and my
experts tell me that the most dangerous time for victims of spousal
abuse is when they announce they
are leaving.
That is why I urge these people,
once they have made the decision
to go, to contact the National
Domestic Violence Hotline.
The number is (800) 799-7233.
TTY: (800) 787-3224. The people
who work the hotline can help victims to formulate a safe plan of
escape, which, I’m sad to say, is
sometimes absolutely necessary.

Dear Abby is written by Pauline
Phillips and her daughter Jeanne Phillips.
Write to Dear Abby at P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

