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King wins fourth Iditarod sled dog race
BY JEANNETTE J. LEE
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King makes it No. 4

NOME, Alaska
Salem curled up beneath
Nome’s burled spruce arch, a ring
of yellow roses around his neck.
Then, in the bright lights of the
Iditarod winner’s circle, the star
sled dog fell asleep.
“He is one of the most incredible dogs I’ve ever had the privilege of knowing,” said musher
Jeff King, whose headlamp was
the first to pierce the darkness in
the old gold-rush town early
Wednesday, giving him his fourth
Iditarod championship.
To hear King tell the story,
Salem’s naptime was well-earned.
Last week, while King was
jockeying for first with four-time
champ Doug Swingley, his team
hit a snow drift.
The bump sent King tumbling
and unhooked one of his dogs.
While King ran after it, the rest of
his team disappeared down the
Iditarod Trail, somewhere between
the Yukon River village of Kaltag
and the town of Unalakleet on the
Bering Sea coast, hundreds of
miles from Nome.
King said he was ready to cry
as he trudged onward, calling
through the wind for Salem. Sled
dogs are enthusiastic runners,
known for abandoning fallen
mushers in their eagerness to
push ahead.
But King said Salem helped
stop the runaway team, which he
spotted a few minutes later in
the blowing snow.
The musher arrived at the finish
line of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog

Jeff King joins an elite group of
mushers who have won the
Iditarod at least four times. King
finished with a winning time of
9 days, 11 hours, 11 minutes and
36 seconds.
MUSHER

YEARS

WINS

Rick Swenson ’77, ’79,
’81-82, ’91
Martin Buser ’92, ’94, ’97, ’02
Susan Butcher ’86-88, ’90
Jeff King
’93, ’96, ’98, ’06
Doug Swingley ’95, ’99-01
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Jeff King of Denali, Alaska, holds his lead dogs Salem,
left, and Bronte at the finish line of the Iditarod Trail
Race under a full moon and in
first place. Hundreds of bundledup spectators sent puffs of breath
into the chill air as they cheered
King along Nome’s main street.
King won his fourth Iditarod
with what he called his best-ever
sled dog team, completing the

’73

Sled Dog Race in Nome, Alaska, after winning his
fourth Iditarod championship Wednesday.

annual 1,100-mile race from
Anchorage to Nome in nine days,
11 hours and 11 minutes.
“They’re young, but they’re veterans, and they’re real well
matched,” said King, who arrived
at 1:11 a.m. in the finish chute.
“It’s a wonderful feeling to have
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them come in this strong.”
King, competing in his 17th
Iditarod, pulled into Nome more
than three hours ahead of runnerup Swingley, of Lincoln, Mont.
King, of Denali, joined Swingley, Martin Buser and Susan
Butcher as four-time winners.

AP

“It’s a very short list of some
very talented people,” King said.
“The odds are good one of us will
get five.”
Rick Swenson, 55, of Two
Rivers, who is also running this
year’s race, is the Iditarod’s only
five-time winner.

At 50, King is the oldest musher to win the world’s longest sled
dog race. He previously won the
race in 1993, ’96 and ’98.
“It seemed like I was due. It’s
really good to be here again,”
King said.
For winning the Iditarod, King
received $69,000 and a new truck.
The top 30 finishers split a pot of
$795,000. Another $40,000 will be
divided between remaining
arrivals to Nome.
King and Swingley traded the
lead a few times during the third
quarter of the Iditarod, but
Swingley’s team faded on Sunday
as the two veteran mushers left
the wind-whipped town of Unalakleet, the first race stop on the
Bering Sea coast.
Swingley’s bold push to catch
King on the Yukon River likely
sapped the energy of his team.
King said he suspected Swingley’s
dogs might be slowing down as
the teams came off the Yukon
River at Kaltag, about 350 miles
from Nome.
The Iditarod passes through 24
checkpoints in villages and
wilderness cabins strung along
the trail, which meanders over
two steep mountain ranges; the
wide, windy Yukon River; and a
final stretch up the iced-in
Bering Sea coast.
Deep, soft snow covered much
of this year’s trail, which has
been bare ground in many spots
in recent years.
Windblown snow on the Yukon
nearly obscured the trail in some
places, discouraging even the
snowmobile drivers who break
trail ahead of the dog teams.
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BEST
• A slightly reduced portion meal which includes a select
entree, 2 hot vegetables & bread of your choice.
• Available daily for lunch and dinner
• Express meals available for carry out at JB’s Express.
Low Carb, Low Calorie and dietetic items available daily

I-65 & Main Street
Greenwood (Exit 99)
LENTEN MENU
The March and April menu has been
especially created with the Lenten season
in mind. There are at least three fish items
on the menu daily.
Of course, JB’s Fried Chicken, Meatloaf,
Chicken and Noodles, Turkey Pot Pie,
Carved Turkey and Carved Roast Beef are
always available.

JB’S EXPRESS
OPEN 9 a.m. — 9:30 p.m!
JB’s Express features a Hubbard and
Cravens espresso bar. The deli area serves
delicious Boar’s Head deli meats and
cheeses exclusively.
Of course, Jonathan Byrd’s delicious home
style foods are still available. All items are
DIET CONSCIOUS?
prepared for dining in or take out.
With the beginning of a new year, many In a hurry? Phone ahead and have your
resolved to eat healthier and lose those order ready. You may choose to use the
extra pounds and inches.
JB’s Express drive-thru for added
Whether you choose low fat, low convenience. Call 887-8888.
carbohydrates and high protein, the food
pyramid, counting calories or the diabetic BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY!
diet, Jonathan Byrd’s serves a wide variety There is plenty of seating at Jonathan
of menu items daily that can help you stay Byrd’s Cafeteria. For groups of 20 or more,
on course.
reservations are accepted, but by no means
Jonathan Bryd’s is proud to be one of the mandatory. For a group of 20 or more, feel
largest users of Louis Rich premium free to call 881-8888.
turkey breast and lean Certified Black
Angus roast beef. Steamed vegetables, JUBILATION CELEBRATION
freshly prepared salads, baked potatoes Concerts include a full buffet meal at
and vegetarian vegetable soup will Jonathan Byrd’s Cafeteria. Tickets are $30
complement any entrée.
for adults, $15 for children under 12,
With the a la carte menu, you are able to except for Gaither concerts, which are $40
select the specific foods for your for adults and $20 for children under 12.
nutritional program. There are many Call 787-9770, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., for ticket
delicious menu items available to select to information.
follow a low carb, low fat, low calorie, Upcoming shows:
and/or diabetic meal plan.
l March 30, Greater Vision
People have varying appetites and l May 18, Legacy Five
budgets, and for that reason, Jonathan l July 7, Kingsmen Quartet and “Big Jim
Byrd’s offers the Ginny Plate. It consists of Hammill”
a slightly reduced portion entrée and l Aug. 7 and 8, Bill Gaither and Friends
includes two hot vegetables and a fresh l Oct. 6, The Hoppers — 1st Family of
baked bread for only $6.49. The Ginny Gospel Music
Plate is named after Mrs. Byrd, who is l Nov. 9, The Collingsworth Family
also your dining room hostess. This plate l Dec. 1, The Lesters and the Hayes Family
is available for lunch or dinner and is also

2 DINNERS
422-9909
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THE PURCHASE OF
LUNCH
2 DINNER BUFFETS
BUFFET OR
Gift Certificates
One Coupon per Person (Not valid Sun. & Wed.)
Available

3113 W. SMITH VALLEY ROAD • GREENWOOD
Buffet carryout is available

(Next to Home Depot at S.R. 135)

881-8838

859-0487

www.latrattoria2.com

Expires 3-31-06
Hours: Tues-Wed-Thurs 4-9pm Fri. 4-10, Sat. 11am-10pm
Bargersville Only Open Sun. 12-Lounge, 4pm-Dining Room
Credit Cards accepted. Must present coupon.
Dine in only. Kids meals excluded. Not valid with other offers.

CARRY OUT AVAILABLE

Our Buffet Is Different!
Huge selection including rib-eye steak for dinner

99 $

or 201 N. Madison Ave.

www.latrattoria1.com

EAST
BUFFET

$

GREENWOOD

BARGERSVILLE

226 So. SR 135

Now fe
Royal Saturing
for Din hrimp
Sunday ner &
s Only.

offered for carry out at JB’s Express.

Offer valid
Tues, Wed, & Thurs. only

Now
Serving Beer!

LOTUS
GARDEN

Chinese & American
Restaurant
Tropical Lounge • All-You-Can-Eat Buffet

10

%

Your next meal.

OFF

(Drinks + tax excluded)
Must Present Coupon. Expires 3-31-06

49 W. Mercator Dr. • Greenwood • 881-5531
(in the Shopping Center across from Kmart on US31)
Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

MARK PI’S CHINA GATE

UP TO $7.00 OFF
THE PURCHASE OF
2 DINNERS
expires 4-30-06
Valid any evening. Not Valid With Other Offers.
Not Valid for Lunch and Sunday Buffet

Mark Pi’s

0302

CHINA GATE

CHINESE GOURMET RESTAURANT

916 E. Main St., Greenwood, IN
(317) 888-1689
Offer Valid
RESERVATION SUGGESTED
at Greenwood
• Lunch • Dinner • Sunday Buffet • Carry Out
Location Only.

For advertising
information on the
restaurant page,
call 736-7101
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