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TENNIS

Point to make: Navratilova still going
Approaching 50,
knee injury not
deterring star

“I just feel like I’m not quite done yet. When I feel
like I’m done, then I’m done. And I don’t know when
that will happen.”
Martina Navratilova
on continuing to play a full schedule of tennis matches despite
knee trouble and nearing her 50th birthday

BY HOWARD FENDRICH
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

E

ven as she approaches her
50th birthday and recovers
from knee surgery, Martina
Navratilova plans to play a full
schedule of doubles tournaments
in 2006, including the Grand
Slams, and might take another
stab at singles.
“I just feel like I’m not quite
done yet,” Navratilova said from
her home in Sarasota, Fla.
“When I feel like I’m done, then
I’m done.
“And I don’t know when that
will happen.”
In a sense, she’s finally being
honest with herself and her fans,
after having repeatedly made
“This time I really mean it” declarations about when she would
hang up her racket. But farewell
tour followed farewell tour.
Navratilova originally retired
in 1994 with a record 167 singles
titles and having spent 331 weeks
ranked No. 1.
She returned to the tour as a
doubles player in 2000 and eventually couldn’t resist dabbling in
singles, including a first-round
victory at Wimbledon in 2004.
Nowadays, she won’t make any
predictions about how much
longer she’ll play or whether
she’ll again give singles a try
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Martina Navratilova of the United States plays a shot in a
doubles match against Liezel Huber of South Africa and
against players half her age or
younger.
“We’ll see how the body’s going.
... I might get on the grass again,”
she said when asked about playing singles. “Right now, that’s so
far away, I’m not worried about it
or thinking about it. If it happens,
it happens. If I’m ready, then I’ll
play. If I’m not, then I won’t.”
She injured her left knee during
an exhibition event in November

Lisa McShea of Australia during the Sydney International
Tennis tournament in Sydney on Jan. 10, 2005.

and had arthroscopic surgery the
next month, forcing her to miss
the Australian Open and other
events.
Back at practice, Navratilova is
aiming to return to the WTA Tour
at the Feb. 20-25 hard-court tournament at Dubai, United Arab
Emirates, then wants to play the
next week at Doha, Qatar.
Her partner at those tournaments will be 29-year-old Liezel

Huber, who teamed with Cara
Black to win Wimbledon last year.
After that, who knows? Navratilova said that if things don’t
work out with Huber, she’ll look
for another partner, perhaps
Martina Hingis.
Hingis, who was named after
Navratilova, recently returned
from her own three-year retirement, winning the mixed doubles
title and reaching the singles quar-

terfinals at the Australian Open.
“I’ve been talking to Martina
about playing for a couple of
years,” said Navratilova, whose
58 Grand Slam titles include 18 in
singles, 31 in doubles and nine in
mixed doubles. “Maybe I can convince her to play some doubles.”
She hopes to play doubles at
15 tour events this season and also
could enter the mixed doubles at
the French Open, Wimbledon and
U.S. Open.
But Navratilova will take time
off from tennis in April to promote
her new book, “Shape Your Self,”
which she describes as “a health
and fitness book (about) getting
the inside organized before you
can get the outside looking better.”
“It’s a guide of how to do it with
little baby steps instead of a drastic lifestyle change,” she said.
So why is she still playing professional tennis? After all, she
turns 50 in October.
“Because I still can. A lot of
athletes would compete longer if
they could still compete at a level
that’s acceptable, that’s exciting,
that’s competitive with the rest
of the field,” Navratilova said.
“Most people leave because
they just can’t do it anymore. I
left because I’d had enough. And
then I thought, ‘Well, maybe I

can play a little again,’ and I had
so much fun doing it again, I
wondered, ‘Why did I leave?’”
Besides, clearly, she’s still
capable of playing doubles at a
high level: Navratilova and
Anna-Lena Groenfeld reached
the semifinals at Wimbledon and
the U.S. Open in 2005.
Never one to let others dictate
her thoughts or actions, Navratilova left her parents and defected from Czechoslovakia at 18.
For years, she was made to
feel like an outsider because
of her homosexuality and
candidness.
She gets plenty of support from
fans of all ages at tournaments
around the world, but if anyone
did question her motives for continuing to play, why would she let
that bother her?
“I surprise myself. What I’m
doing is very unusual. I can’t
believe I’m still doing this. I’m
going to start patting my own
back a little more, saying, ‘You
know what? What I’m doing is
amazing,’” Navratilova said.
“It’s maybe about defying age
and showing Father Time, ‘Hey,
I’m still here.’ I’ve always been the
defiant type. That’s why I left the
country. I couldn’t deal with the
Communists.”
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Chinese & American
Restaurant
Tropical Lounge • All-You-Can-Eat Buffet
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Your next meal.
(Drinks + tax excluded)
Must Present Coupon. Expires 2-28-06

49 W. Mercator Dr. • Greenwood • 881-5531
(in the Shopping Center across from Kmart on US31)
Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

EAST
BUFFET

Our Buffet Is Different!
Huge selection including rib-eye steak for dinner

$

Lotus Garden invites you to come in and
relax with a great meal in our fine dining
restaurant or stop in for a quick meal at our
Chinese buffet. The restaurant has been a
fixture in Greenwood for more than 40
years and is owned and operated by the
Tam brothers.
The main dining room is an elegant setting,
yet casual enough for “everyday” dining.
Enjoy all the traditional Lotus Garden
favorites such as the Chef’s Special, Happy
Family, Teriyaki Chicken and Hong Kong
Filet. If it’s spicy you crave, try the
Szechuan Chicken or Stir-Fried Spicy
Shrimp. Family dinners include appetizers,
dinner entree, dinner rolls and fried rice. If
you’re in the mood for traditional American
fare, try the broiled pork chops, roasted
turkey, filet of sole, broiled salmon, burger,
or T-bone or sirloin steak. These meals are
served with dinner rolls, salad and your
choice of potato side dish.
Lotus Garden’s menu features vegetarian,
tofu, seafood, pork, chicken, duck and beef
selections, as well as a wide selection of
appetizers, soup, side orders and desserts.
Stop in to see the full menu.
The buffet, set up in the coffee shop, was
designed for the diner in a hurry. It features
a salad bar, appetizers (crab Rangoon,
wings, soy sauce chicken, BBQ pork, egg
rolls, hot and sour soup, won ton soup,
etc.), more than 10 of your favorite Lotus

Garden entrees (including BBQ pork,
Szechuan beef, General’s Chicken, shrimp,
lo-mein noodles and snow crab legs) and
desserts. Lunch is available from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. for just $5.95 and dinner from 4 to
8:30 p.m. for $7.95. The coffee shop menu
is also available. Try the buffet to sample
some Chinese entrees that you haven’t tried
before. You may find a new favorite!
Stop in to Lotus Garden for a quick meal in
the Chinese buffet, for a relaxed meal in the
main dining room with family and friends,
or for drinks in the Tropical Lounge. The
Tropical Lounge features many “tropical”
drinks, including the Mai Tai, a special
blend of light and dark rums with tropical
punch, the Flaming Tiki Bowl, an exotic
brew with eight different liquors that can be
shared by four people, the Rum Cow, a
coconut flavored mix with blended rums
served in a coconut cup, and many other
tropical refreshments. The lounge also
carries two types of imported beers,
including Tsingtao from China, and 14
domestic brands.
Host your holiday party at Lotus Garden.
Call 881-5531 for details.
Lotus Garden Restaurant is located at 49 W.
Mercator Drive near the shops at
Greenwood Centre (just south of Smith
Valley Road and Madison Avenue).
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THE PURCHASE OF
LUNCH
2 DINNER BUFFETS
BUFFET OR
Gift Certificates
One Coupon per Person (Not valid Sun. & Wed.)
Available

3113 W. SMITH VALLEY ROAD • GREENWOOD
Buffet carryout is available

(Next to Home Depot at S.R. 135)
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• A slightly reduced portion meal which includes a select
entree, 2 hot vegetables & bread of your choice.
• Available daily for lunch and dinner
• Express meals available for carry out at JB’s Express.
Low Carb, Low Calorie and dietetic items available daily

I-65 & Main Street
Greenwood (Exit 99)

La’ Trattoria
Authentic Italian Cuisine
Offer valid
Tues,
Wed, &
Thurs. only

$5 OFF
2 DINNERS

GREENWOOD

BARGERSVILLE

226 So. SR 135

422-9909
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or 201 N. Madison Ave.

859-0487

www.latrattoria1.com

www.latrattoria2.com

Expires 2-9-06
Hours: Tues-Wed-Thurs 4-9pm Fri. 4-10, Sat. 11am-10pm
Bargersville Only Open Sun. 12-Lounge, 4pm-Dining Room
Credit Cards accepted. Must present coupon.
Dine in only. Kids meals excluded. Not valid with other offers.
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