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Board member Stanley Poe, who has
been vocal about not demolishing the build-
ing, said he wants more information from
architects and district administrators.

“I’m not opposed to tearing down walls.
I want to hear which (option) fits (middle
school staff) needs best, and then give me
the cost, and as a trustee | can defend it
to the public,” he said. “I’'m opposed to
demolition without seeing other options. If
it’s cost effective, go get 'em.”

But school board members were clear
about one issue: the building must open in
August 2008. Any design that takes longer
than the 15 months allotted is not accept-
able, administrators and board members
said.

“l don’t want you to consider an option
that won’t open in August of 2008 because
we have to have that space,” Super-
intendent William Patterson said.

The board voted to spend not more than
$33 million renovating the existing high
school to become a middle school when
the district’s new high school opens on the
north side of town.

The final class to graduate from the
existing high school will leave the building
in the spring of 2007. Some work will
begin in February 2007, with heavy con-
struction beginning that summer.

The school will open as a middle school
for seventh- and eighth-graders in August
2008. Custer Baker will then become an
intermediate school for fifth- and sixth-
graders.

The project faced a threat of opposition
from taxpayers. While there is no official
opposition, critics of the project are
watching to make sure the board keeps
cost down.

Several community members have asked
that parts of the building be preserved to
save money.

Educators in the district have asked that

THE OPTIONS

All four options to convert the current Franklin
Community High School to a middle school will make
the building a total of about 305,000 square feet. They
allinclude repairs to athletic facilities, auditorium and
performing arts areas. All add space to the cafeteria,
administration area and library. All call for seventh-
graders to be on the first floor for most classes and
eighth-graders to be on the second floor.

Option one

Least amount of modification to the existing
building. Keeps 45,580 square feet of existing
space for general education and adds 39,500
square feet for classrooms.

Option two

Similar to first option but moves the library to the
north end of the building and adds a hallway from the
cafeteria to the classroom area. Keeps 45,580
square feet of existing space for general education
and adds 39,500 square feet for general classrooms.
Option three

Tears down north end of the building and adds a
wing to each side to organize classrooms more in
clusters. Center of building would stay intact. Keeps
23,180 square feet of existing space for general
education and adds 61,900 square feet of class-
room space.

Option four

Imitates configuration at Custer Baker Middle
School. Classrooms are organized in clusters.
North end of building would be demolished. Keeps
no existing general education space and builds
86,020 square feet of new space.

® Hooslers
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Artcraft Theatre in Franklin.

White and Milan teammates Bobby
Plump and Roger Schroder will greet
patrons and sign autographs prior to a
7:30 p.m. of showing the movie. They
will be joined by local residents Jerry
Petro and Ken Gorrell, who played ref-
erees in the movie.

Billed as loosely based on the “Milan
Miracle” upon its Nov. 14, 1986, release,
the film, contrary to popular belief,
doesn’t attempt to tell the actual Milan
story.

Instead, it parlays the outcome of
Milan’s last-second 32-30 state champi-
onship victory against Muncie Central
into a fictional, though inspiring and
moving, tale of second chances and
redemption.

In the process, “Hoosiers” captures
the emotional essence of the golden
age of Indiana high school basketball,
from the sights and sounds of packed
gyms to the collective feeling in most
communities that basketball was some-
thing far more than just a game.

“TV wasn’t such an outstanding thing

the building be structured as much like
Custer Baker as possible. Middle school
teachers teach in teams and like having
their team of students in the same area of
the building all day for their classes.

Classrooms are arranged in clusters
that allow students and teachers on the
same teams to be in contact all day.

The concept improves instruction and
means fewer discipline problems, middle
school teachers and administrators said.

The board will also have to make other
decisions about the site in the next month,
such as whether the baseball diamond
needs to be preserved or if a road can be
built on the north side of the building. The
next work session is scheduled for March 27.

yet, so people went to the high school
gyms in rural Indiana because that was
their main activity for the week,” White
said. “We just never played in front of
anything but filled-up gymnasiums.”

Plump is also a big fan of the movie,
which stars Gene Hackman, Dennis
Hopper and Barbara Hershey. Written
and directed, respectively, by Indiana
natives Angelo Pizzo and David
Anspaugh, it was shot at various loca-
tions throughout the state, including
Johnson County.

Although the story is fiction, the out-
come of the game portrayed in the
movie is patterned after the real 1954
final. That’s one of the reasons Plump
enjoys the film.

The other is that it propagates inter-
est in the “Milan Miracle.”

“The movie ‘Hoosiers’ obviously cata-
pulted Milan back into the limelight,”
said Plump, immortalized for hitting the
game-winning shot at the buzzer that
lifted Milan to the improbable victory.
“Even before the movie ‘Hoosiers’ came
out, | was probably giving 15 to 20
speeches a year about Milan.

“But the movie then took it to the
forefront of not just in Indiana but
actually throughout the world.”

One example that stands out in
Plump’s mind occurred during the 2002
Men’s World Basketball Games in
Indianapolis.

Three men from Spain paid a visit to
the restaurant he owns in Broad
Ripple, Plump’s Last Shot, just to meet
him. Plump, 69, sat down and chatted
with the men for nearly two hours.
About halfway through the conversa-
tion, Plump recalls a question one of
the men asked.

“One of the gentlemen said, ‘How did
it feel to hit that last shot?’” Plump
said. “And I said, “You know about
that?’ And he said, ‘I grew up wanting
to be Bobby Plump.’

“So the movie ‘Hoosiers’ took (Milan
interest) to a different level.”

White, a retired coach and teacher
from Franklin Community High School
and Franklin College, still has a copy
of the movie’s original script. On the
cover is a picture of the water tower in
the town of Milan.

Yet when the movie went into pro-
duction, Milan was rejected as a film-
ing location for an ironic reason: It
didn’t have the right throwback look.

“At first some of the people from
Milan thought (the movie) was going
to be just like Milan,” White said. “And
they wouldn’t use Milan as the town
because it wasn’t quite as authentic as
what they wanted.”

Instead, scenes were filmed at differ-
ent locations in and around central

Indiana, including Johnson County.
Nineveh Elementary School, which
was later destroyed in a fire, was used
in scenes involving the academic pro-
gram of fictional Hickory High School.

The cast also included local talent.

Besides Petro and Gorrell,
Greenwood resident Brad Long and
Whiteland native Ray Crowe also
appeared in the movie.

Long played Hickory player Buddy
Walker. Crowe, coach of the legendary
Crispus Attucks teams of the 1950s,
played the head coach on the South
Bend team Hickory played in the fic-
tional final.

Plump, who lives in Indianapolis,
enjoyed the entire movie. Not surpris-
ingly, he especially liked the ending.

He recalls his initial reaction after
watching the movie in a special pre-
release screening with Pizzo,
Anspaugh and other members of the
Milan team.

At the conclusion, Pizzo turned to
Plump and asked him a
guestion.

“He said, ‘Bob, what did you think of
the movie?’” Plump said. “I said,
‘Angelo, I loved it, | really did. |
thought it was a great movie. Frankly,
I laughed, | cried, | laughed, | cried.
But when it was over, | felt good.’

“Then he said, ‘There’s one other
guestion | have. Did we get the last 18
seconds correct? We wanted that to be
exactly the way it happened.”

It was. And it was the one scene of
the film where fiction was fact.

“If you look at the Milan-Muncie
Central game, and you look at the
movie, that’s exactly the way it hap-
pened before the ball was thrown in,”
said Plumb, whose memory of the
“Milan Miracle” never fades.

“It doesn’t seem like it was that long
ago simply because | get asked about it
every day,” he said. “I have since 1954,
almost. | do not get tired of talking
about it.”

* Drivers
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district. They plan to offer their
program to all schools in the
county.

Representatives from all six
county schools will meet at
Earlywood next week to discuss
the workshops and other training
opportunities for drivers.

Several schools in the county
already have extensive training
programs.

At Clark-Pleasant Community
School Corp., drivers of special
education buses must do about 20
more hours of training than
other drivers just to get certified.

The training goes beyond first
aid and CPR to making sure dri-
vers understand that touching
some children or asking them to

AT A GLANCE

Special education buses

o Typically hold 14 to 18 students

® Are equipped with special harness-
es, restraints or wheelchair lifts

o Students ride the buses because
either they have a physical disability that
makes it impossible to ride other buses
or they have an emotional or behavioral
disability that makes riding larger, louder
buses more stressful. Eligibility to ride
on a special education bus has to be
decided on by a committee, including
parents and teachers, who make deci-
sions about what needs a special edu-
cation student has.

Transporting kids with special needs
in the county
Center Grove: Eight special education
buses serve about 117 students a day.
Clark-Pleasant: Five special educa-
tion buses serve about 45 students a day.
Edinburgh: Information unavailable.
Greenwood: Two special education
buses serve about 30 students a day.
Franklin: Six buses serve about 80
students a day.
Nineveh-Hensley-Jackson: Four
buses serve about 24 students a day.
SOURCES: Johnson County school
districts

“I really enjoy being
with these kids. It's
a blessing.”
John Priest

Center Grove bus driver on
special needs students

change seats could result in the
child screaming.

Most school districts also offer
training on how to use different
restraints and wheelchairs.

For instance, all Clark-Pleas-
ant bus drivers have been to
training that simulates an early-

morning special education bus
wreck where the bus is on fire
and it’s still dark outside.

Drivers had to remove 150-
pound dummies from car seats
or wheelchairs in less than two
minutes, or the time it takes a
bus to burn.

At Franklin Community School
Corp., Greenwood Community
School Corp. and Clark-Pleasant,
special education buses don’t
leave the lot without an aide on
each bus.

Even the mechanics at Frank-
lin are trained to ride on special
education buses and help chil-
dren or operate the wheelchair
lift, transportation director Su-
san Henderson, said.

At Center Grove, the trans-
portation director would like to
have more aides on buses; and at
N-H-J, Lasley is training substi-
tute bus drivers to ride on all of

their special education routes.

“It’s an extra set of eyes and
ears,” Reed said.

Training isn’t necessary only
for drivers of special education
buses.

For instance, at Franklin, 884
students are considered special
education students, but only 80
ride on special education buses.

Laws call for special education
students to be placed in the least
restrictive environment, so many
students ride on traditional
school buses.

Several drivers in all districts
must know how to deal with an
autistic child or a child with lim-
ited mobility, said Mike LaRocco,
Center Grove transportation
director.

Some children may like to sit
by the window or don’t like to be
touched, he said.

Getting information from the
child’s parents and teacher helps

a bus driver know how to keep
that student safe and not cause
disturbances on a bus with near-
ly 80 students on it.

Priest, the Center Grove bus
driver, said he and his colleagues
who drive special education
buses have close contact with the
parents of their students.

Many of them refer to the stu-
dents on their buses as “my kids.”

Priest drives between 30 and 40
students to several places all day.

“These are good, good kids,” he
said. “Sure, | have some yellers
and screamers, but most of them
just want a little attention.”

If one of his riders starts to
yell, Priest will begin talking to
them.

“I’ll say, ‘Hey whatcha doing
back there? Do you see that car
over there?’” he said. “It works
99 percent of the time. | really
enjoy being with these kids. It’s a
blessing.”



