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ASTROGRAPH
Your birthday:
Thursday, March 9, 2006

THE BORN LOSER

The year ahead will provide an opportunity for you to take the time to increase
your inventory of knowledge by studying
subjects that can further your interests.
These motivating subjects have a profitable destiny to fulfill.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20)
Unfortunately, not everyone with whom
you may be doing business today will be
as honest as you. However, you’re smart
enough to be on guard so that you won’t
easily be fooled.
ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Your ability to awaken the spirit of
cooperation in others is your greatest
asset. Use it well when you need assistance because enthusiastic allies can
help you do what you can’t do alone.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
In dealings with others in situations
where you are motivated to act unselfishly, things will work out far better than anything you imagine. Be a giver and enjoy
the fruits of your generosity.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
You’ll adapt with ease today, even
when you’re involved with unfamiliar
groups. Come to the aid of a pal who
lacks your talent for mingling.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
You’ll have no problem overcoming
uncertainties.You will meet obstacles,
and what are usually overwhelming
imaginings will now be paper dragons.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Today, there is a strong possibility you

FRANK AND ERNEST

ARLO AND JANIS

may become involved in an incident
where you’ll be tempted to meet pettiness with pettiness. To your credit, however, you’ll rise above the fray.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
If there are any inequities in your
arrangements with others today, you’ll
recognize it immediately and, by establishing and setting a fair example, you
won’t let it cause future problems.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
Remarkably, you’ll put friendship
above your materialistic concerns in an
involvement with a pal. Even if she or he
is better off, all will balance out later.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
Performance, not appearances, is
what really counts today. Simply by
extending your best efforts, you’ll overcome any unfair thoughts or deeds of
colleagues or competitors.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)
Should a wily antagonist try to insult
you in front of friends today, you’ll handle
it well by treating his or her comments
with indifference, as if this person is firing
a popgun at a battleship.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Something quite disturbing to you and
others can now be changed for the better.You might not be able to do so in one
fell swoop, but you’ll wisely know it can
be done one step at a time.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19)
Although you may say what needs to
be said to a friend today, you will do so
with tenderness and understanding.You
recognize that criticism and finger-pointing won’t resolve anything.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

DILBERT

REALITY CHECK

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

‘Dear Abby’ by Pauline
Phillips and Jeanne Phillips

Cake-in-the-face
birthday gag
has foes, fans
DEAR ABBY: I have never written you before, but the letter you
printed from “Dismayed Grandmother” in Laredo, Texas, brought
back memories.
I couldn’t have been more than
8 years old, and it was my father’s
birthday. There were flowers on
his birthday cake, and he said to
me, “Smell the flowers. Go ahead,
smell the flowers.” I bent over the
cake to smell the flowers and he
pushed my face into the frosting.
I am now 72, and I still remember how it felt to be deceived and
humiliated by my father.
My father thought he was being
funny. Instead, he lost his daughter’s love and trust that day.
— WISHES HE HADN’T
IN SAN DIEGO
DEAR WISHES HE HADN’T:
As I said in my reply to “Dismayed Grandmother,” I have
never found humor at the expense
of others to be funny. That a parent would tolerate, much less participate in, the humiliation of his
or her child is an appalling breach
of trust. Your reaction proves the
truth of my statement. Read on:
DEAR ABBY: The same thing
happened to me. The person who
did it was my former father-inlaw. He thought it was the funniest
thing he had ever seen. Surprisingly, however, when his birthday
rolled around, it wasn’t so funny
anymore. Imagine that.
— LAWRENCE IN
QUEEN CREEK, ARIZ.
DEAR ABBY: You missed the
boat on the face-in-the-birthdaycake letter. Here in Mexico it is
common for the birthday boy or
girl (or man or woman) to have his
or her face pushed into the cake.
After the candles are blown out,
the birthday person is supposed to
take a little bite of the cake with
his or her mouth for good luck. It
is usually when the person’s face
is near the cake that someone
standing behind him or her pushes their face into it.
I assume that’s what happened
at the party the grandmother
attended, since it was from
Laredo, Texas, which is on the
border with Mexico.
I personally do not enjoy being
pushed into the cake, and yes,
some kids do cry when it happens.
But it’s done in fun, and it’s important to be a good sport about it.
— ROBIN IN MEXICO CITY

Dear Abby is written by Pauline
Phillips and her daughter Jeanne Phillips.
Write to Dear Abby at P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

