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NFL owners to seek agreement as deadline looms
BY DAVE GOLDBERG
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK
NFL owners will try today to
find labor peace before the start
of free agency, hoping to avoid
the mass dumping of veterans
for salary-cap reasons.
The owners will meet in New
York, looking to reach an agreement with the players’ union that
could add $10 million to $15 million to a 2006 salary cap that currently is $94.5 million. Without it,

some teams could be forced into
wholesale cuts to get beneath the
cap by midnight.
Free agency
starts Friday.
The league extended the deadline for teams to
terminate contracts and request waivers on
players
from
4 p.m. to 10 p.m. UPSHAW
today.
The NFL said in a statement

Wednesday that the management
council executive committee
unanimously rejected the union’s
latest proposal as a basis for further negotiations.
“Without an agreement with
the union on an extension, the
league year will begin as scheduled at midnight today under the
current terms of the CBA,” the
statement said.
Three days of talks between the
league and the NFL Players
Association to extend the agreement that runs out in 2008 ended

Tuesday with the sides far apart
on the percentage of league revenues earmarked for players.
Gene Upshaw, the union’s executive director, said the league is
offering 56.2 percent of its total
revenue for the players, almost
four points lower than the union’s.
“Our number has to start with
a six,” Upshaw said.
But beyond the numbers is an
issue that has divided the owners
for two years: revenue sharing
among the teams.
Under the current system, some

teams make far more than others
in ancillary income, ranging from
local radio rights to stadium naming rights and advertising.
The lower revenue teams say
that forces them to commit as
much as 70 percent of that money
to players, while teams with more
outside money contribute far less,
giving them more available cash
for upfront bonuses to free agents.
The NFL said in a statement
after talks broke off that revenue
sharing won’t be discussed at
today’s meeting.

Still, it is bound to come up during a meeting that is considered a
strategy session to determine the
owners’ next move. Labor negotiations often have a way of being
moved forward by deadlines, and
revenue sharing is considered a
critical part of the formula.
Under the current agreement,
2006 is the final year with a salary
cap. An uncapped year in 2007
means new rules that will force
teams and agents to change plans
and could keep some teams out of
the free-agent market entirely.
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Boston Red Sox outfielder Manny
Ramirez enjoys a laugh on his first
day at spring training camp Wednesday in Fort Myers, Fla.

Ramirez
reports,
willing to
take trade
BY HOWARD ULMAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FORT MYERS, Fla.
Manny Ramirez showed up for
work Wednesday like other 9-to5ers, an employee paid to do his
job even if he might prefer to move
to another company, or team.
There were some glaring differences, though.
The Boston Red Sox left fielder
arrived at spring training with his
agents and others in a pair of luxury vehicles: one copper, one silver.
He sported dark orange dreadlocks
and was on the baseball field for
only an hour. He showed up, with
the team’s approval, one day after
the mandatory reporting date.
The slugger declined several
opportunities to say he’s happy to
still be with the team after asking to be traded following the
past season.
“I’m here. I’m here,” Ramirez
said when asked if he’s happy to
be with Boston.
He also said he wouldn’t entertain questions about past trade
rumors or play for the Dominican
Republic in the World Baseball
Classic this month.
“My main focus,” he said, “is
getting prepared for the season
to help Boston win. ... I’m not
ready, so I’m not going to go out
there and make a fool of myself.”
Ramirez isn’t expected to play in
tonight’s exhibition opener against
Minnesota, but manager Terry
Francona didn’t expect him to be
out of the lineup for long.
Ramirez’s agent, Greg Genske,
made it clear his client might not
exercise his 10-5 rights (10 years
in the majors and five with the
same team) to refuse a trade.
“I wouldn’t say that,” Genske
said when asked if Ramirez has no
intention of leaving the Red Sox.
“I’d say he’s kept an open mind.”
Ramirez, who reportedly wanted more privacy than he has in
Boston, said Wednesday he liked
the attention.
“I get paid to play baseball, and
no (matter) where I go and play,
I’ve still got to go and perform
even if I like it or not,” he said.
That wasn’t exactly embracing
his current team.
“I’m fine. I’m fine,” he said. “I
guess a lot of people want me to
be back, and that’s why I’m here.”
Ramirez is due to make $19 million in 2006, the sixth year of his
eight-year, $160 million contract.
After the 2003 season, the Red
Sox placed him on waivers in an
effort to relieve themselves of his
expensive contract but found no
takers and tried to trade him for
Alex Rodriguez.
Last season, Ramirez took off
the final two games before the
trade deadline July 31 while the
team explored possible deals.
During the offseason, the Red
Sox talked with Baltimore and the
New York Mets, among others,
about trades involving Ramirez.
“I think Manny knows that we
have made a good faith effort to
meet his ... request,” Jed Hoyer,
co-general manager at the time,
said Jan. 12. “We haven’t found a
deal that works for us.”

SALE STARTS THURSDAY, MARCH 2nd THRU WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8th!
20th Anniversary Doorbuster!

SALE

$ 17 99
Set

20th Anniversary Doorbuster!
Incredible Frame Sale!
Famous
Maker
Closeouts!

20th Anniversary Doorbuster!

310 Thread Count Sheet Sets Incredible!
41” Dramatic
Pima Cotton!
One incredible price!
Wall Scroll
Full, Queen and King
In white and bone
Reg. $24.99 - $34.99

Up to $10 elsewhere!

Decorator Quilt Sets

Patched in satin and jacquard fabrics. 4 colors to
choose from. Includes quilt and 2 shams. (1) with twin
set. Reg. $26.99

20th Anniversary Doorbuster!
Tiki
Torches

Reg.
Sale
4” X 6”.....$2.49.....$1.44
5” X 7”.....$2.99.....$1.84

20th Anniversary Doorbuster!

$ 19 99
Each

SALE

$ 19 99

$ 6 00
Each

20th Anniversary Doorbuster!

20th Anniversary Doorbuster!

In Spring Colors!
Up to $15 elsewhere!
Reg $7.99

Sizes 20” to 30”
Huge selection of styles!
Reg $11.99

SALE
12”........$3.50
16”........$6.00
24”.......$11.50

ONLY

SALE

Decorator Display Pedestals Gorgeous 30” Mixed
Bloom Silk Bushes!
Bisque Plaster

Classic garden styles
Reg. $5.99 -$14.99
Up to $40
elsewhere!

Reg.
SALE
2’.........77¢........59¢
5’......$1.77.....$1.39

Hand wrought metal,
antique finish.
Reg. $7.99

Set

Unbeatable Prices!
Decorator “Lite”
Pottery

Bamboo
Available in 2’
and 5’ lengths.

20th Anniversary Doorbuster!

SALE

SALE

$ 6 88

$ 5 99
Each

Each

A Bargain!
6’ Plush and
Berber Hall
Runners

Cast Iron
Door Mat

SALE

$ 5 00

12” X 23”
Reg $7.99

Each

Antique Shoe
Planters

SALE

$ 7 99

Assorted designs.
Reg. $3.99

Each

Lots of neutral colors
Reg $8.72

SALE

Incredible Deal!
6’ X 9’ Carpet Remnants

$ 6 88

Indoor/Outdoor Assorted Colors
While they last!

Decorator Style!
43” Art Easel
Wrought metal, antique finish
Reg $20.99

SALE

$ 2 99

Each

Ceramic Bird Feeders

Each

Reg. $9.99

Decorator Swag Sconces

Super Value!
Papasan
Chair
and
Cushion

In a huge selection
of classic finishes
and designs.
Reg. $3.49

Classic Metal Wall Art
15” x 15”
Assorted
finishes
Reg. $8.99

Huge selection
of cushion choices!
Reg. $88.98

SALE

SALE

SALE

SALE

$ 14 99

$ 68 88

$ 2 50

$ 7 88

SALE

Glass Bakeware Closeout!

$ 9 99

SALE

Set

Each

Each

Set

Each

$ 3 00

Look at this
Great Value!

16 Pc Madison
Door Buster!
Glass Tumbler Set Look at this Great Value!
Service for 8. Includes 8 -13 oz.
4 Pack Acrylic
and 8 -16 oz. Reg. $9.99
Rocks Glasses

Glass
Storage Jars
Airtight lids. 2 sizes.
Reg. Low 88¢ - $1.49

Each

Reg. $2.50

SALE

$ 1 88

7 Pc Plastic
Drinkware Set

Anchor Hocking
Glass Baking Dishes

16 Pc White
Stoneware Sets

Service for 4 Reg. $14.99

Choose from 8” square dish, 2qt. and 3qt.
rectangular baking dish, 2qt. batter bowl,
or 2qt. round covered casserole dish.
Reg. $3.99 - $6.99

19” Rannuculus Bushes
Assorted colors. Reg. $2.99

SALE
2/$ 5 00

19” to 23” Bear
Grass Bushes

Reg.
SALE
19”.......$2.49 ......$1.49
23”.......$2.99 ......$1.99

SALE

Includes Pitcher and
6 - 12 oz. Tumblers
Reg. $1.99

$ 7 99

Each

Clear
Acrylic
Canister

Airtight lids. 12”
tall. Reg. $2.25

Set

While They Last!

21” Leather Leaf Fern
Reg. $1.29

SALE

78 ¢

Each

50% Off Select Ivy
Hanging Vine

40” - 42” English Ivy Hanging Vine or 49” Mini
English Vine. Reg. $7.97 - $7.99

SALE

SALE

99 ¢

$ 3 99

Each

Each

Indianapolis - Corner of County Line Rd. & Hwy 31, Next to Greenwood Park Mall
Phone: 317-888-1810

