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Guidant exec admits FDA
got wrong information

Consumer prices rise as energy costs continue climbing

A Guidant Corp. executive
acknowledged the medical device
maker changed one of its defibrillators in 2002 and later incorrectly
told regulators it had no effect on
the product’s performance.
Still, Fred McCoy, head of
Guidant’s cardiac rhythm management division, said in a deposition
released this week that he didn’t
think the faulty defibrillator was
responsible for patients’ deaths.
“This particular failure mechanism does not have the capacity
to kill a patient,” McCoy said during a January deposition.
The defibrillator, a Ventak Prizm
2 Model 1861, was among about
88,000 recalled by the Indianapolisbased company since June. At
least seven deaths have been
linked to the devices.

BY JEANNINE AVERSA

Consumer prices

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Changes from the preceding
month in the Consumer Price
Index for all urban consumers

WASHINGTON
Consumer prices galloped
ahead in January at the fastest
pace in four months, especially
pinching the wallets of motorists
and other energy users.
The latest picture of the nation’s
pricing climate, released by the
Labor Department on Wednesday,
reinforced expectations that
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben
Bernanke and his colleagues will
boost interest rates in the months
ahead to blunt inflation.
The government’s most closely
watched inflation barometer, the
Consumer Price Index, advanced
by 0.7 percent, compared with a
0.1 percent dip in December. The
seesaw pattern mostly reflects
gyrating energy prices.
“Consumers continue to be battered by rising costs,” said Joel
Naroff, president of Naroff
Economic Advisers. “It’s tough
out there for most households.”
Rising inflation is straining
families’ budgets. A separate
report showed that workers’
average weekly earnings, adjust-

ST. MARY-OF-THE-WOODS

Former Indiana nun
closer to sainthood
The 19th-century founder of a
community of nuns in western
Indiana has edged closer to
Roman Catholic sainthood with
the Vatican’s approval of a second miracle, the reputed curing
of a man’s damaged eyesight.
Mother Theodore Guerin, who
founded the Sisters of Providence
community near Terre Haute, is
credited with helping restore the
eyesight of Phil McCord, an employee at the order’s mother house.
To become a saint, the pope
must declare that person worthy
of veneration or imitation.
McCord, the director of facilities
management for the order since
1997, said during a news conference Wednesday that surgery to
remove a cataract from his right
eye in 2000 resulted in a damaged
cornea, and his doctor recommended a corneal transplant.
McCord, 59, of Terre Haute, said
that while pondering whether to
have the transplant, he entered
the chapel at St. Mary-of-theWoods College.
“Mother Theodore, if you’ve got
any influence” McCord recalled
praying, “I’d like you to exercise it
now to help.”
His eyesight began improving
the following morning, he said during a news conference the order
conducted to announce the Vatican
had recognized the miracle.
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ed for inflation, dropped by 0.4
percent in January compared
with a year ago. For most workers last year, paychecks didn’t
keep pace with inflation.
While the Bush administration
has talked often about the generally good shape of the economy,
Democrats have expressed wor-

ries about low, and middleincome families struggling under
the weight of rising prices and
living paycheck to paycheck.
The main culprits behind January’s higher CPI reading were rising energy and food prices.
Excluding energy and food
costs, core prices rose by a modest
0.2 percent in January, following a
0.1 percent increase in December.
More expensive clothing and new
cars were mostly blamed for the
slight pickup in core inflation.
Fed officials are especially
interested in the core inflation
readings. By excluding energy
and food prices, which can swing
widely from month to month, the
core inflation gauge gives economists a better sense of how other
prices are acting.
From an economic point of
view, core inflation isn’t overly
worrisome, but it is generating
some angst within the Fed, said
Sherry Cooper, chief economist
at BMO Nesbitt Burns.
“The risks remain skewed to a
mild up-creep in core inflation
during the months ahead” and
that will keep the Fed on a rateraising path, she predicted.

More Americans seek help from food banks

We’re bringing Mardi Gras to you
Join us for Fat Tuesday, February 28th
Dinner buffet from 5-8pm featuring fried catfish, red beans & rice,
gumbo & more for only $12.95. Enjoy our chocolate fountain for dessert!
• All day event • Family friendly
• Activities for kids • Reservations welcome

202 W. Main St.,
Greenwood

317-865-0408

American Legion
1200 Park Ave. Franklin, IN • 738-9934
Club Hours:
Monday - Friday 2-10 & Saturday 12-10

Friday, February 24th: All You Can Eat Fish $7.00
Friday, March 3rd: Lasagna Dinner $7.00

Serving Friday: 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm

PUBLIC WELCOME!

for the great anniversary party they gave us February 18.
Also thanks to all our friends and relatives that attended
our open house and to everyone that sent cards and
letters. These wonderful memories of our 40th anniversary
will stay in our hearts forever.
Love, John & Sharon Parish

CIDER & APPLES

Winter Hours: Fridays & Saturdays 9a.m.- 6p.m.
Closed Sunday through Thursday

1/2 mile north of Whiteland Rd.
on Road 225 E, east of Whiteland

535-8495

Tracy Rd. 600 N

225 E

WHITELAND ORCHARD
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Whiteland
Orchards

Whiteland Road

NEW REDUCTIONS JUST TAKEN!

BIG WINTER CLEARANCE
LADIES’ • MEN’S • KIDS’ • HOME • MORE
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HERE’S HOW YOU CAN
Orig. Dept. Store Price
Our Everyday Price
Grey Tag Price
Extra 60% Savings

SAVE:
25.00
14.99
12.00
–7.20

YOU PAY

4.80

You Save

20.20*

department store & specialty store prices

No prior sales. While quantities last. *Savings based on comparative prices.

“2-FOR” SUIT SALE
2 for

9999
$

11999

2 for

$

Compare at 150 - 225 each
Men’s suits

ENTIRE STOCK
Clearance bras & panties
(grey, blue & purple tags)
save 90% to

%

save 65 to

New deliveries of contemporary styles and
classic designs in solids and stripes.
Reg. 69.99-89.99 each

70%off
comparative
prices

No prior sales. Selection varies by store.
Suit separates discount reflects $10 per piece.
Only suit separates available at: OH - Northwood.
PA - Meadville, Pottsville, Chambersburg, Muncy-Williamsport,
Selinsgrove and Hazleton. MD - Cumberland.
IL - Greenville, Gurnee Mills.

$

1 50
bras

$

Kids Menu
Available!

We would like to thank our children and their spouses

Fuji, Ida Red, Stayman Winesap, Mutsu,
Red & Yellow Delicious Apples
Amish Peanut Brittle • Sorghum

U.S. 31

More than 25 million Americans
turned to the nation’s largest network of food banks, soup kitchens
and shelters for meals last year,
up 9 percent from 2001.
Those seeking food included 9
million children and nearly 3 million senior citizens, says a report
from America’s Second Harvest.
“The face of hunger doesn’t
have a particular color, and it
doesn’t come from a particular
neighborhood,” said Ertharin
Cousin, executive vice president of
the group. “They are your neighbors, they are working Americans,
they are senior citizens who have
worked their entire lives, and they
are children.”
The organization said it interviewed 52,000 people at food
banks, soup kitchens and shelters
across the country last year. The
network represents about 39,000
hunger-relief organizations, or

today, found that 36 percent of
people seeking food came from
households in which at least one
person had a job. About 35 percent came from households that
received food stamps.
Cousin said the numbers show
that many working people don’t
make enough money to feed their
families. She said the food stamp
numbers show that the government program, while important,
is insufficient.

125 E. RD

WASHINGTON

about 80 percent of those in the
United States. The vast majority
are run locally by churches and
private nonprofit groups.
The surveys were done before
hurricanes Katrina and Rita hit
the Gulf Coast in 2005.
After the hurricanes, demand
for emergency food assistance
tripled in Gulf Coast states,
according to a separate report by
the group.
The new report, being released
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95%off

panties

comparative
prices

$

Compare at 5- 28 each
Huge selection of styles and
brands. Misses’ and women’s
sizes. Reg. 1.99-7.99
No prior sales. While quantities last.
Red tag items not included.

V Plus Rewards
It’s free! Join today for advance
notice of sales and events,
special savings throughout the
year and more! Details in store.

Open 10 am - 9ypm Monday
y thru Saturday andy11 am - 6 pm Sunday
• INDIANAPOLIS 6002 East 38th St. PH: 547-9691 • INDIANAPOLIS 5110 Pike Plaza Rd. PH: 297-8808
• GREENWOOD 1230 U.S. Highway 31N PH: 888-5532

