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Public allowed to attend
hearing on FSSA contract
BY KEN KUSMER

FSSA OVERHAUL

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

INDIANAPOLIS
The state has changed the
timetable for awarding a $1 billion
contract to outsource the application process for food stamps and
other benefits to allow a public
hearing five days before the deal
is complete.
The Department of Administration made the change after
The Associated Press reported
last week that the Family and
Social Services Administration
planned to award the contract, its
richest ever, without taking public
comments until June 30, the day
after signing the deal.
The public hearing is scheduled
for June 30, still one day after the
contract is “finalized.” But it will

What’s new: The state has published
its formal Request For Proposal to private vendors interested in bidding on a
$1 billion plan to outsource the application process for food stamps and other
welfare benefits.
What’s changed: As required by
state law on public-private partnerships,
the Family and Social Services
Administration will hold a public hearing
on the deal on June 30, five days before
it awards the contract.
What’s next: Vendors’ proposals are
due to the state by March 15.

not be awarded until July 5, the
second business day after the
Fourth of July holiday weekend,
according to the revised timetable
published in the state’s formal
solicitation for proposals.

The Feb. 2 story, in which FSSA
Secretary Mitch Roob cited state
law in defending the timing of the
public hearing, prompted the
Department of Administration to
re-examine state law on publicprivate agreements, Roob said
Friday.
That led to the change included
in the state's formal Request For
Proposal to potential bidders published Thursday.
The proposed 10-year, $1 billion
outsourcing plan covers the application process for food stamps,
Medicaid, Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families and other federal benefits received by one in
six Indiana residents. About 1 million Hoosiers, half of them children, receive benefits through the
programs that FSSA currently
manages itself.
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INDIANAPOLIS
Indiana has formed statewide
and county-level emergency
plans to deal with a possible
avian flu pandemic, plans that
include worst-case measures
such as quarantining people, canceling major public events or limiting treatment, state officials
said Friday.
Gov. Mitch Daniels said the
state needs to be prepared for
the worst while hoping for the
best.
“All steps that we can think of
to take are being taken,” Daniels
said. “If, perish the thought, we
should have to implement this
plan, life would be very different
in Indiana, at least for a while. It
contains steps that most of us
have not seen in our lifetimes.”
The strain of flu called H5N1 is
spreading through wild birds and
poultry in numerous countries
and has raised fears of a global
epidemic if it mutates to become
easily spread among humans.
Daniels said local officials
have already done training exercises, and the state is planning a
March 23 summit to further discuss the plan.

~ Massage ~
~ Deep Muscle Therapy ~

Standard 2006 VUE FWD 4 features include: OnStar® with one-year Safe & Sound Service2 • Power windows,
door locks and exterior mirrors • Remote keyless entry • Manual transmission
CD player with auxiliary input jack and steering wheel audio controls • Cruise control
Fold-flat front passenger seat • A Friendly no-hassle, no-haggle buying experience.

Gift Certificates Available
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

317-979-1523
We’ve Got The Prescription For
All Your Health Care Needs!

ent• Home Health Care Equipm
Care
O2, Ostomy Supplies, Wound
armacy & Home Health Care

Henderson Ph

100 E. Jefferson St., Franklin

Saturn of Greenwood
1287 US 31 South
2 Mi. South of Greenwood Park Mall
Toll Free 1-800-463-6217
1 Example based on survey. Each retailer sets its own price. Your payments may vary. Lease payments based on a specially equipped 2006 Saturn VUE FWD 4 with an MSRP of
$17,990, a capitalized cost of $14,928 and a residual value of $8,455. Thirty-nine monthly payments total $7,332. Option to purchase at lease end for amount to be determined at
lease signing. GMAC must approve lease. Take delivery by 3/15/06. Mileage charge of 20¢ per mile over 39,000 miles. Lessee pays for maintenance, repair and excess wear.
Payments may be higher in some states. Residency restrictions apply. Not available with other offers.
2 Call 1-888-4ONSTAR (1-888-466-7827) or visit onstar.com for system limitations and details.
©2006 Saturn Corporation. Saturn and its logo are registered trademarks of Saturn Corporation.
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Home Medical
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February
Arrivals
Alan Flusser mini-herringbone blazer.
69.99 compare at $175
Alan Flusser Long sleeve woven shirt.
34.99 compare at $85

Mock 2-piece
tie-front sweater.
29.99 compare at $48

Faux leather Gracie chair
or Milano parsons chair.

Tiered skirt.
29.99 compare at $40

99.99 to 139.99
compare at $299 to $399

REDDOT
50-75
clearance event
Take

continues

%
off

RED DOT merchandise
throughout the store

Sale valid on select items. Entire stocks not included unless specified. Styles will vary by store. Offer does not apply to temporary price
reductions. Discount is off the lowest ticketed price. Reductions taken at the register. Price adjustments cannot be made to previously
purchased clearance items. Clearance merchandise not available in all stores. Excludes shoes in the Shoe Department.
Entire stocks not included unless specified. Styles will vary by store. Not all items in collections of Stein Mart. Items pictured are not clearance.

once you go, you get it.
North Willow Commons, 1488 W. 86th (intersection of 86th & Ditch), Indianapolis (317) 228-0228
Allyne Park, 1011 North State Road 135, Greenwood (317) 882-2252
Cool Creek Commons, 2520 East 146th St., Westfield/Carmel (317) 815-3792
www.steinmart.com • 1-888-Stein Mart
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