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High court rules in favor of abortion protesters
Justices vote 8-0 against using racketeering laws to restrict picketers outside clinics
BY TONI LOCI

“It’s a great day
for pro-lifers.”

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON
A 20-year-old legal fight over
protests outside abortion clinics
ended Tuesday with the Supreme
Court ruling that federal extortion
and racketeering laws cannot be
used against demonstrators.
The 8-0 decision was a setback
for abortion clinics that were
buoyed when the 7th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals kept their case
alive two years ago despite the
high court’s 2003 ruling that had
cleared the way for lifting a
nationwide injunction on antiabortion leader Joseph Scheidler
and others.
Justice Samuel Alito did not
participate in the decision
because he was not a member of
the court when the case was
argued.
Anti-abortion groups appealed
to the justices after the lower
court sought to determine
whether the injunction could be

Troy Newman
president of Operation Rescue on a
ruling protecting abortion protests
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South Dakota Gov. Mike Rounds attends the National Governors
Association meeting in Washington on Sunday. Rounds’ state has
passed a bill banning nearly all abortions.
supported by findings that protesters had made threats of violence.
In Tuesday’s ruling, Justice
Stephen Breyer said Congress
did not create “a freestanding
physical violence offense” in

the federal extortion law known
as the Hobbs Act.
Instead, Breyer wrote, Congress
addressed violence outside abortion clinics in 1994 by passing the
Freedom of Access to Clinic

Entrances Act, which allows for
court injunctions to set limits for
such protests.
“It’s a great day for pro-lifers,”
said Troy Newman, president of
Operation Rescue.
Kim Gandy, president of the
National Organization for Women,
said the decision was disappointing because the injunction had
decreased violence outside clinics
nationally.
She said the clinic access act is
problematic because it requires
abortion providers to seek
injunctions city by city and turns
back the clock to the late 1980s
when NOW played cat and mouse
with Operation Rescue in trying
to anticipate the cities and clin-

ics that abortion protesters
planned to target next.
Newman said his group and others have set their sights on the
clinic access law, filing legal challenges they hope will lead courts,
possibly even the Supreme Court,
to overturn it.
Abortion opponents hope
momentum is shifting in their
favor: Last week, the high court
decided to consider reinstating a
federal ban on what opponents
call partial-birth abortion, and
the South Dakota legislature’s
passed a bill that would make it
a crime for doctors to perform an
abortion unless it was necessary
to save the woman’s life.
In the abortion protest case,
social activists and the AFL-CIO
had sided with the demonstrators
out of concern that the federal
extortion law could be used to
thwart their efforts to change
public policy or agitate for better
wages and working conditions.
The legal battle began in 1986,
when NOW filed a class-action

Economy heads to firm Grand Opening
footing in first quarter Free Weekend
BY JEANNINE AVERSA
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON
The economy, which stumbled
in the final quarter of 2005, is
probably back on stronger ground
in the opening quarter of this year
despite a cooling housing market
and somewhat skittish consumers.
After digesting the latest batch of
economic reports, released Tuesday,
analysts predicted that economic
activity is rebounding nicely in the
January-to-March quarter and will
grow by at least a 4.5 percent rate.
For all of 2006, the economy will
log another year of solid, though
slower, growth, they said.
The economy ended 2005 on
wobbly footing, expanding at an
annual rate of just 1.6 percent in
the October-to-December quarter,
the worst showing in three years,
the Commerce Department said.
While slightly better than the
first estimate of a 1.1 percent
growth rate for the quarter, the
new figure still showed a loss of

momentum from the third quarter’s brisk 4.1 percent pace. The
slowdown was blamed on lingering
fallout from the Gulf Coast hurricanes and the toll of lofty energy
prices.
Another report provided further
evidence that the housing market,
which posted record high-sales five
years in a row, has lost its sizzle.
Sales of previously owned homes
dropped 2.8 percent in January to a
rate of 6.56 million units, the slowest
pace in two years, according to the
National Association of Realtors.
A third report showed consumers’ confidence in the economy
dipped in February to 101.7, from
106.8 in January, the Conference
Board said. People are anxious
about economic conditions over the
next six months.
Other recent economic barometers, including retail sales and
jobs, suggested the economy did
start bouncing back at the beginning of this year. The nation’s unemployment rate dropped to 4.7 percent
in January, the lowest in 4½ years.

suit challenging tactics used by
the Pro-Life Action Network to
block women from entering abortion clinics.
NOW’s legal strategy was novel
at the time, relying on civil provisions of the 1970 Racketeer
Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act, which was used predominantly in criminal cases
against organized crime. The lawsuit also relied on the Hobbs Act, a
55-year-old law banning extortion.
A federal judge issued a nationwide injunction against the antiabortion protesters after a Chicago jury found in 1998 that
demonstrators had engaged in a
pattern of racketeering by interfering with clinic operations, menacing doctors, assaulting patients
and damaging clinic property.
But the Supreme Court ruled in
2003 that the extortion law could
not be used against the protesters because they had not illegally
obtained property from women
seeking to enter clinics to receive
abortions.

Mt. Auburn Christian Children’s Ministry
Annual Open House

SUMMER
CAMP
Tuesday, March 7th 2006
6:30 to 8:00 pm
Registration will be open to the public for our Christian
based summer camp. Tuition also includes weekly field
trips to Perry Water Park and other exciting events.
Registration fees will be waived during Open House Night.

March 4 & 5, 2006
Come try one of our 18 beds for free this weekend only.

SUNCATCHER TANNING
333 E. Jefferson St.
Franklin, IN
736-8909
Salon is currently open for business —
Come in today!
WE KEEP YOU LOOKING HOT!

Mt. Auburn

www.thejournalnet.com

Christian Children’s Ministry
3100 W. Stones Crossing Road, Greenwood IN 46143
317-535-8555 ext. 2 • Email: dclmtauburn@insightbb.com
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Duet™ Super Capacity Washer

•Wash 16 pairs of jeans at once
•8 cycles •3.8 cu. ft. capacity
•3 AccuWash™ temperatures
•Catalyst cleaning action gets out the
toughest stains without pre-treating
(GHW9150PW) #162165

Offer applies on major appliance
purchases over $397 via mail-in
rebate. Offer valid now through
4/30/2006. Additional fees may apply
for deliveries outside 20-mile local
area. Rebate values and additional
charges vary. See store for details.

Duet HT™ Electric Dryer
(GEW9250PW) #162171
Duet™ Pedestal
(LAB2700MQ) #193382

$847
$167

On any Major Appliance purchase of $299 or more
made on your Lowe’s Consumer Credit Card
3/1/2006 through 3/21/2006. See store for details.

your high-efficiency laundry destination
with washers starting as low as $597!

$
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$

$

Super Capacity Front-Loading Washer

3.5 Cu. Ft. High Efficiency Front Load Washer

•Stainless steel wash drum •3.5 cu. ft. capacity
•14 cycles (LTF2940ES) #55641
5.8 Cu. Ft. Super Capacity Electric Dryer
$597
(LEQ2152ES) #56238
15" Pedestal with Storage Drawer
$197
(NLPWD15) #64610

•Large enough to wash king size bedding
•7 cycles (LTF6000ES) #234703
5.8 Cu. Ft. Super Capacity Electric Dryer
$597
(LEQ6000ES) #235314
15" Pedestal
$197
(APWD15W) #235318

697

797

3.1 Cu. Ft. High Efficiency Front Load Washer
•Extra large capacity •5 cycles including heavy and
light wash cycles (LTF530DS) #54729
5.7 Cu. Ft. Super Capacity Electric Dryer
$447
(LEQ332DS) #56815

$

897

High Efficiency 3.7 Cu. Ft. Front Load Washer
•Performance-reversing wash action offers great
cleaning performance with gentle wash motion
•24 cycles (WBVH6240FWW) #231402
7.0 cu. ft. Electric Dryer
$647
(DBVH512EFWW) #231399
15" Pedestal
$147
(SBSD227FWW) #231396

Prices may vary after March 5, 2006 if there are market variations. “Was” prices in this advertisement were in effect on February 23, 2006, and may vary based on Lowe’s Every Day Low Price policy. See store for details regarding product warranties. We reserve the right to limit quantities. *Applies to single-receipt,
in-store Major Appliance purchase of $299 or more made 3/1/2006 through 3/21/2006 on a Lowe’s consumer credit card account. No monthly payments will be required and no finance charges will be assessed on this promo purchase if you pay the following in full within 6 months: (1) the promo purchase amount,
and (2) any related optional credit insurance/debt cancellation charges. If you do not, finance charges will be assessed on the promo purchase amount from the date of the purchase and monthly payments will be required. Standard account terms apply to non-promo purchases. APR is 21% (15.48% for
purchases of $2,000 or more). Min. finance charge is $1.00. Offer is subject to credit approval. Excl. Business and ProjectCard Accounts. ©2006 by Lowe’s. All rights reserved. Lowe's and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC. 060391

                            

