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Fighting back:
Senior plays
through pain
Ben Gordon, suffering back problems
since summer, pulls off double-double
BY GREG DODDRIDGE
DAILY JOURNAL SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

INDIANAPOLIS
With the pain he has been
through, Franklin senior Ben
Gordon refused
to let a hard fall
take him out of
the boys basketball sectional
final game Saturday against
Center Grove.
Gordon was
driving to the
Franklin senior
basket with 1:37
Ben Gordon had
remaining in the a double-double
game
with in Saturday’s
Franklin leading sectional
59-55. Trojans championship
senior James victory against
Nussbaum fouled Center Grove.
Gordon, which
caused his legs
to give out from
under
him,
resulting in a fall
on his back.
Grizzly Cubs
coach
Dave
Clark thought
Gordon would be
CLARK
done for the
game, especially since Gordon
had an existing back injury from
the summer that had flared up
during the past two weeks.
Gordon said he could feel the
back spasms immediately. Sitting
out the rest of the game would have
seemed normal to anyone, except
Gordon, who had other plans.
“I figured he was done for the
night at least, and I hoped it wasn’t
going to be any worse than that,”
Clark said. “He said, ‘Hey coach,
I’m ready to go. I want back in
there.’ I think that just shows the
toughness of him. He kind of
sucked it up during a sectional
championship game.”
After staying out for 45 seconds, Gordon came back in with
52 seconds left in the game.
“I can’t miss that,” Gordon
said. “It’s my senior year.”
He recorded a late rebound and
two free throws to help give Franklin the 66-60 win and its first sectional championship since 1999.
“It’s awesome,” Gordon said.
“Ever since middle school, when
the big games come around, we
play tough, but never win. It’s
awesome to pull out a sectional
championship in my senior year.”
Gordon finished the game with
11 points and 10 rebounds.
“(Gordon) is the toughest kid I
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know,” Franklin junior Adrian
Moss said.
Maybe that’s because Gordon
played through pain during all
three sectional games.
Gordon fractured a vertebra in
his back last year. The injury
hasn’t healed and can cause
muscle spasms. The injury likely
is permanent.
“I’ve been having so much trouble,” Gordon said. “They can’t do
anything surgically to help it. I
just have to fight through in the
long run.”
He takes ibuprofen for the
spasms, and stretches help limit
the flare-ups. He ices his back
after every practice and when he
gets home. He also uses electrical shock treatment for the pain,
but that also leaves him sore.
Gordon had a bad flare-up
after Franklin’s senior night win
against Martinsville on Feb. 18.
“I went up into the bleachers,
and hit (my back) pretty hard on
the bleachers,” Gordon said.
“Ever since then, it has been acting up real bad.”
The pain got worse last week.
After a win against Jennings
County on Feb. 24, he missed the
next two practices.
He was limited during practice
Feb. 28, one day before Franklin’s sectional opener against
Decatur Central.
His practice time was limited
again before Franklin’s sectional
semifinal game against Franklin
Central on Friday. But foul trouble gave Gordon some time to
rest on the bench.
Clark appreciates the measures Gordon has taken to contribute to the Cubs’ success
despite his physical pain.
“Sometimes you have to take a
tough pill sometimes to get
through it,” Clark said. “Gordon’s
whole mentality has been that
way. He is pretty hard-nosed.”
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Franklin’s Adrian Moss steals the ball from Center Grove’s Corey Gray during the Cubs’ 66-60 sectional championship victory on Saturday at Southport.

• Cubs
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1)
Franklin senior Cody Long had
15 points, and senior Todd Price
led Center Grove with 15 points.
To win their first sectional title
since 1999, the Grizzly Cubs
(14-10) had to beat Decatur
Central, Franklin Central and
Center Grove, all teams that beat
them during the regular season.
Also, seven of their season losses
were by five points or fewer,
including three overtime defeats.
“We had a little extra motivation there,” Clark said. “The
tough losses that we took I
thought really made us a little
bit tougher down the stretch.”
In the county title game, Franklin gave up a late five-point lead
with poor offensive decisions.
Moss ensured that Franklin
would not repeat another fourthquarter collapse.
Center Grove (13-9) had the
ball, trailing 61-57 before Moss
stole the ball. He hit three of
Franklin’s five free throws in the
final 39 seconds of the game.
Franklin shot 29 of 33 from the
free-throw line with Moss hitting
15 of 17 free throws, which was
especially impressive considering he has been struggling from
the line all year.
“I shot 100 free throws before
the sectional game Friday
against Franklin Central before

Above: Franklin’s Chris Hawkins
scores over the defense of Center
Grove’s Tyler Kitchel. Left: Franklin’s
Cody Long yells to the crowd after
cutting down a piece of the net following the Cubs’ sectional championship victory Saturday.
we came over (to Southport),”
Moss said. “I’m just glad I could
knock them down for my team
when it counted.”
The Trojans also knocked down
their shots, hitting 8 of 12 from the
free-throw line and 24 of 59 from
the field. They even made nine
more field goals than Franklin.
But the Trojans fouled too much,
giving the Cubs too many chances
from the free-throw line, Center
Grove coach Cliff Hawkins said.
“That is tough to counteract,”
Hawkins said.
“Franklin deserves it. (Moss) is
a great player. I love their team.

They are very, very deserving.”
Hawkins, in his second season
with Center Grove, has made
progress in the program’s success. The most recent Center
Grove boys basketball sectional
championship was in 1994.
This season, the Trojans had
their first winning record since
2002. They won the county tourney, improved on last year’s 7-14
record and were competitive in
the Metropolitan Interscholastic
Conference.
But Hawkins still has his sights
set on the future. He loses four
seniors but returns scoring threats

in sophomore Corey Gray, who had
14 points, and junior Tyler Kitchel,
who scored 13 points.
“All of us are best measured in
how we respond to adversity,”
Hawkins said. “I think our players will see an even greater commitment to change history here.”
Clark applauded Hawkins’
efforts this season.
“Both teams played their
hearts out,” Clark said. “Hawkins
has done a great job with Center
Grove. Our kids were motivated.
It’s tough to play somebody three
times, especially when both
games came down to the end.”

&UXLVHLQIRU
DJUHDWUDWH





$W8)%DJUHDWUDWHPHDQVDJUHDWHVFDSH
%HFDXVH ZKHQ \RX SXW WKH HTXLW\ LQ \RXU
KRPHWRZRUNZLWKD8)%+RPH(TXLW\/LQHRI
&UHGLWDWDQLQWURGXFWRU\UDWHRIRQO\
$35 \RXDOVRJHWDFRPSOLPHQWDU\QLJKW
FUXLVH RU UHVRUW YDFDWLRQ IRU WZR 7R DSSO\
VWRSE\DQ\QHLJKERUKRRGEUDQFKFDOO
(=/2$16   RU DSSO\ RQOLQH
DWZZZXQLRQIHGHUDOEDQNFRP

1HHG PRQH\ IRU KRPH LPSURYHPHQWV
WXLWLRQ RU GHEW FRQVROLGDWLRQ" 1RZ·V WKH
WLPHZLWKD8)%+RPH(TXLW\/RDQWKDWOHWV
\RX ORFN LQ ZLWK D ORZ  $35 ² DQG
VDLO DZD\ ZLWK D FRPSOLPHQWDU\ QLJKW
FUXLVH RU UHVRUW YDFDWLRQ IRU WZR
6LPSO\ VWRS E\ DQ\ 8)% ORFDWLRQ FDOO
(=/2$16   RU DSSO\
RQOLQHDWZZZXQLRQIHGHUDOEDQNFRP


$35

+20((48,7</,1(2)&5(',7
*UHDW/RZ,QWURGXFWRU\5DWH


$35

+20((48,7<7(50/2$1
1R6WULQJV$WWDFKHG1RW$7HDVHU

5HFHLYHDQLJKWYDFDWLRQIRUWZRZKHQ\RXRSHQD+RPH(TXLW\/LQHRU/RDQ



LQ&XVWRPHU6DWLVIDFWLRQ

XQLRQIHGHUDOEDQNFRP

I{°¯Ê*,ÊÕ>Ê*iÀViÌ>}iÊ,>Ìi®ÊÌÀ`ÕVÌÀÞÊÀ>ÌiÊivviVÌÛiÊÊ iÊiµÕÌÞÊiÃÊvÊVÀi`ÌÊvÀÊ{ÊÌ Ã°ÊÊ/ iÀi>vÌiÀ]ÊÀ>ÌiÃÊ>ÀiÊÛ>À>LiÊ>`ÊÃÕLiVÌÊÌÊV >}iÊL>Ãi`ÊÊV >}iÃÊÊ>ÀiÌÊV`ÌÃÊÈ°¯Ê>ÃÊvÊÓÉ£ÉäÈ®]ÊÜÌ Ê>Ê>ÝÕÊ*,ÊvÊ£n°ää¯°ÊÊiÃÊÜÌ Ê>Ê>ÌÛ>ÕiÊ}Ài>ÌiÀÊÌ >Ên°¯Ê
>ÀiÊÌÊi}LiÊvÀÊÌ iÊÌÀ`ÕVÌÀÞÊÀ>Ìi°ÊÊ ÊVÃ}ÃÊVÃÌÃÆÊÊ ÜiÛiÀ]ÊvÊÌ iÊiÊÃÊVÃi`ÊÜÌ ÊÎÈÊÌ Ã]ÊÞÕÊÜÊLiÊÀiµÕÀi`ÊÌÊÀiLÕÀÃiÊ >ÊvÀÊVÃ}ÊVÃÌÃÊÜ V ÊVÕ`ÊÀ>}iÊvÀÊf£xäÊÊfÎää°ÊÊ ÊÀiÊÌ >Ê£Ê«ÀÌ>ÊvviÀÊÜÌ Ê>Ê£ÓÊÌ Ê«iÀ`°ÊII/ iÊ*,ÊÊ iÊiµÕÌÞÊ>ÃÊ`i«i`ÃÊ
Õ«ÊÌ iÊÌiÀÊvÊÌ iÊ>]Ê>Ê>ÕÌ]Ê>`Ê>ÌÛ>ÕiÊ/6®ÊÀ>ÌÊvÊÞÕÀÊ i°ÊÊÊÌ iÊiÝ>«iÊ>LÛi]Êx°¯Ê*,ÊÃÊL>Ãi`ÊÊ>Ê/6ÊvÊÕ«ÊÌÊnä°ä¯ÊÜÌ Ê>ÊxÊÞi>ÀÊÌiÀÊ>`Ê>ÕÌ>ÌVÊ«>ÞiÌÊ`i`ÕVÌÊvÀÊ>Ê1Êi`iÀ>Ê>VVÕÌ°ÊÊ ÊVÃ}ÊVÃÌÃÆÊ ÜiÛiÀ]Ê>Ê«Ài«>ÞiÌÊ«i>ÌÞÊiµÕ>ÊÌÊÓ¯ÊvÊ
Ì iÊL>>ViÊ>««iÃ°Ê/ iÊvÜ}ÊÌiÀÃÊ>««ÞÊÌÊLÌ ÊiÃÊ>`Ê>Ã\ÊÊÕÊ>ÕÌÊvÊf£ä]äääÊ>`Ê>ÕÌ>ÌVÊ«>ÞiÌÊÀiµÕÀi`ÊÌÊÀiViÛiÊ>`ÛiÀÌÃi`ÊÀ>ÌiÃ°ÊÊ Ê>Õ>ÊviiÊÀÊ«ÀÛ>ÌiÊÀÌ}>}iÊÃÕÀ>Vi°ÊÊÊÀ>ÌiÃÊ>ÀiÊÃÕLiVÌÊÌÊ>««ÀÛ>°ÊÊ Ài`ÌÊ>««ÀÛ>]Ê«À«iÀÌÞÊÃÕÀ>ViÊ>`]ÊÊÃiÊV>ÃiÃ]Êy`Ê
ÃÕÀ>ViÊ>ÀiÊÀiµÕÀi`°ÊÊ>ÃÊÕÃÌÊLiÊÃiVÕÀi`ÊLÞÊ«À>ÀÞÊÀiÃ`iVi°Ê-iÊ«À«iÀÌÞÊÌÞ«iÃÊiÝVÕ`i`°ÊÊÌi`ÊÌiÊvviÀ°ÊÊa"«iÊ>ÊiÜÊ iÊiµÕÌÞÊ>ÊÀÊiÊvÊVÀi`ÌÊ>`ÊÀiViÛiÊ>ÊÎ} ÌÊVÀÕÃiÊÀÊÛ>V>Ì°Ê ÕÃÌiÀÊÃÊÀiÃ«ÃLiÊvÀÊÌÀ>Ã«ÀÌ>ÌÊÌÊÌÀ>ÛiÊ`iÃÌ>ÌÃÊ>`Ê«ÀÌÊV >À}iÃ]Ê}ÛiÀiÌÊ
viiÃ]Ê>`ÊÌ>ÝiÃ°Ê7iÊÀiÃiÀÛiÊÌ iÊÀ} ÌÊÌÊÃÕLÃÌÌÕÌiÊ>ÊÌiÊvÊÃ>ÀÊÛ>Õi°Ê"Ì iÀÊÀiÃÌÀVÌÃÊ>««Þ°Ê-iiÊLÀ>V ÊvÀÊ`iÌ>Ã°Ê
  ÊÃÕÀi`°

