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Note

Indian Creek sectional tickets
All-session tickets for the Class 2A Indian
Creek boys basketball sectional can be pur-
chased during school hours at the high
school main office.
Tickets are $9 and are good for all three
sessions. Single-game tickets are $5 and can
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only be purchased at the gate.

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
Pt GB
New Jersey 30 23 .566 —
Philadelphia 26 27 491 4
Boston 21 32 .396 9
Toronto 20 34 370 10%
New York 15 38 .283 15
Southeast Division
WL Pt GB
Miami 34 20 .630 —
Washington 27 25 519 6
Orlando 19 34 358 14
Atlanta 16 36 .308 17
Charlotte 14 41 255  20%
Central Division
WL Pt GB
Detroit 43 9 827 .
Cleveland 32 22 593 12
Indiana 27 23 540 15
Milwaukee 27 26 509 16%
Chicago 23 29 442 20
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
Pt GB
Dallas 42 11 792 .
San Antonio 4 12 774 1
Memphis 30 23 566 12
New Orleans 29 25 537 13k
Houston 22 31 415 20
Northwest Division
WL Pt GB
Denver 29 26 527 .
Utah 26 28 481 212
Minnesota 23 30 434 5
Seattle 21 34 382 8
Portland 18 34 346 9%
Pacific Division
WL Pt GB
Phoenix 3 17 673 —
L.A. Clippers 30 22 577 5
L.A. Lakers 27 26 509 8%
Sacramento 25 29 463 1
Golden State 24 29 453 11k
Tuesday's games
Cleveland 105, Orlando 92
Indiana 97, New Orleans 75
Washington 90, Minnesota 78
Detroit 97, Atlanta 87
Memphis 94, Toronto 88
New Jersey 89, Milwaukee 85
San Antonio 103, Seattle 78
Dallas 93, L.A. Clippers 91
Boston 103, Utah 83
Denver 100, Charlotte 84
Sacramento 102, Golden State 77
L.A. Lakers 99, Portland 82
Wednesday's games
Seattle 114, Atlanta 10!
Philadelphia 116, Cleveland 107
Miami 103, New York 83
New Jersey 96, Orlando 93
Utah 82, New Orleans 76
L.A. Clippers at Houston, (n)
Milwaukee at Chicago, (n)
Boston at Phoenix, (n)
Charlotte at Portland, (n)
Today's games
Indiana at Detroit, 8 p.m.
Memphis at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.
Friday’s games
Atlanta at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Washington at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Denver at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
New Jersey at New York, 8 p.m.
Detroit at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Milwaukee, 8:30 p.m.
Golden State at Houston, 8:30 p.m.
Boston at Portland, 10 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.
League leaders
Through Feb. 16
Scoring
G FG FT Pts. Avg.
Bryant, LAL 51 607 4551778 34.9
Iverson, Phil. 48 560 4251592 33.2
James, Clev. 53 586 3891649 31.1
Arenas, Wash. 51 464 4051447 284
Wade, Mia. 51 479 4321396 27.4
Pierce, Bos. 53 464 4061405 26.5
Anthony, Den. 54 482 4171402 26.0
Brand, LAC 50 482 3001264 25.3
McGrady, Hou. 40 359 2321008 25.2
Nowitzki, Dall. 53 463 3311330 25.1
Redd, Mil. 51 424 3161261 247
Allen, Sea. 51 442 2001258 24.7
Carter, N.J. 50 418 3021206 24.1
Richardson, G.S.49 416 168 1107 22.6
Bosh, Tor. 54 427 3621216 225
Hamilton, Det. 52 453 1841126 21.7
Garnett, Minn. 53 439 2581143 21.6
Marion, Phoe. 52 447 1451099 21.1
Lewis, Sea. 53 379 258 1117 21.1
Bibby, Sac. 54 390 2151103 204
ok
FG percentage
P ?% FGA Pt
O’Neal, Mia. 273 480 .569
Parker, S.A. 425 776 548
Curry, N.Y. 210 394 533
Garnett, Minn. 439 833 527
Abdur-Rahim, Sac. 220 418 526
Kaman, LAC 237 452 524
Bogut, Mil. 195 373 523
Brand, LAC 482 922 523
Brezec, Char. 261 504 518
Gooden, Clev. 218 421 518
ok
Rebounds
G Off. Def. Tot. Avg.
Howard, Orl. 52 190 467 657 12.6
B. Wallace, Det.52 210 430 640 12.3
Garnett, Minn. 53 137 496 633 11.9
Marion, Phoe. 52 155 463 618 11.9
Duncan, S.A. 52 142 461 603 11.6
Brand, LAC 50 159 355 514 10.3
Magloire, Mil. 53 152 384 536 10.1
Webber, Phil. 50 128 362 490 9.8
Jamison, Wash.52 116 391 507 9.8
Murphy, G.S. 48 113 340 453 9.4
Assists
Ast.  Avg.
Nash, Phoe. 52 574 11.0
Davis, G.S. 48 443 9.2
Billups, Det. 52 450 8.7
Knight, Char. 49 409 83
Miller, Den. 55 459 83
Kidd, N.J. 52 408 78
Paul, N.Ok 49 377 77
Iverson, Phil. 48 351 7.3
Marbury, N.Y. 41 282 69
Wade, Mia. 51 346 68

TV TODAY
NBA

Indiana Pacers at Detroit Pistons, 8 p.m., TNT
Sacramento Kings at Los Angeles Lakers,

10:30 p.m., TNT

Men’s college basketball

South Carolina at Georgia, 7 p.m., ESPN
California at Washington State, 8:30 p.m., Fox Sports

Midwest

Villanova at Cincinnati, 9 p.m., ESPN
Wisconsin at Northwestern, 9 p.m., ESPN2
Stanford at Washington, 10:30 p.m., Fox Sports

Midwest
Winter Olympics

Women's curling: bronze-medal match, 7 a.m.,
MSNBC; gold-medal match, 11 a.m. USA
Women'’s snowboarding: giant slalom, 4 p.m.,

WTHR-Channel 13

Women'’s figure skating final, men’s aerial freestyle
skiing final, women’s snowboarding giant slalom
final, 8 p.m., WTHR-Channel 13

Golf

WGC Accenture Match Play Championship,
second round, 2 p.m., ESPN
PGA Chrysler Classic of Tucson, first round, 11 p.m., USA

SPECTATOR SPORTS

TODAY
No events scheduled.

Call us with results

Results can be called in to the Daily Journal sports
department from 6 to 10 weeknights and Sunday

evenings at 736-2715.

Results also can be faxed to 736-2766.

Men’s college
basketball

Wednesday's scores
EAST

Bucknell 81, Lehigh 70

California, Pa. 59, Shippensburg 53

Cent. Connecticut St. 81, Long Island U. 58

Charlotte 72, Massachusetts 71

George Washington 77, La Salle 65

Georgetown 66, Rutgers 50

Holy Cross 62, Colgate 56

Lafayette 73, Army 64

Mansfield 96, East Stroudsburg 91

Mercy, N.Y. 75, N.Y. Tech 69

Saint Joseph’s 64, Fordham 58

Scranton 53, Lycoming 41

Temple 69, Richmond 30

Wagner 72, Fairleigh Dickinson 66

West Chester 83, Bloomsburg 70

Wilkes 68, Kings, Pa. 61

SOUTH

Barry 78, Nova Southeastern 55

Coll. of Charleston 69, Wofford 64

Duke 73, Georgia Tech 66

Miami 70, Virginia Tech 59

The Citadel 70, Savannah St. 61

UCF 69, East Carolina 49
MIDWEST

Butler 72, Youngstown St. 64

IPFW 75, S. Dakota St. 54

lll.-Chicago 72, Cleveland St. 67, OT

Indiana 69, Penn St. 65

Miami (Ohio) 63, Akron 60

Minnesota 62, Purdue 50

N. Dakota St. 94, Mary 57

Ohio 85, Buffalo 72

Toledo 70, E. Michigan 59

W. Michigan 62, Ball*it. 56

Wednesday's summary
INDIANA 69, PENN ST. 65
PENN ST. (13-12)

Cornley 3-8 2-2 8, Claxton 4-11 8-10 1
Parker 5-13 4-6 15, Luber 1-4 0-
Jackson 3-5 1-1 9, Walker 3-8 0-
Suotamo 0-1 0-0 0, Hassell 0-0 0-0
Bogetic 1-1 0-0 3. Totals 20-51 15-19 65.
INDIANA (14-10)

Killingsworth 5-12 4-6 14, Vaden
3, Strickland 7-12 1-2 22, Monroe 0-
Calloway 3-5 0-0 9, Wilmont 2-4 3-4
2-5 2-2 8, Ratliff 1-5 2-2 5, Allen 0-0 0-0
Kline 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 21-51 12-16 69.

Halftime—Penn State 35-34. 3-Point
Goals—Penn St. 10-24 (Claxton 3-6, Jackson
2-3, Walker 2-7, Bogetic 1-1, Luber 1-3, Parker
1-4), Indiana 15-33 (Strickland 7-11, Calloway
3-5, Suhr 2-5, Wilmont 1-3, Ratliff 1-4, Vaden
1-5). Fouled Out—Vaden. Rebounds—Penn
St. 26 (Parker 9), Indiana 38 (Killingsworth 8).
Assists—Penn St. 14 (Jackson, Luber 4),
Indiana 17 (Vaden 6). Total Fouls—Penn St.
16, Indiana 20. A—17,234.

1-7
0 0-
8

Women'’s college
basketball

Wednesday's scores
EAST

Baruch 67, Lehman 51

Boston U. 79, Vermont 70
California, Pa. 80, Shippensburg 63
Connecticut 65, Syracuse 36
DeSales 61, Delaware Valley 48
Dowling 56, C.W. Post 54

East Stroudsburg 70, Mansfield 69

Edinboro 73, Clarion 71

Fairleigh Dickinson 61, Monmouth, N.J. 57

Indiana, Pa. 56, Slippery Rock 52

Lock Haven 80, Columbia Union 66

Moravian 79, Widener 73

Mount St. Mary’s, Md. 74, Wagner 58

N.Y. Tech 79, Mercy, N.Y. 37

New Hampshire 70, Albany, N.Y. 55

Notre Dame 70, West Virginia 58

Queens Coll. 64, Bridgeport 53

Scranton 70, Kings, Pa. 51

Stony Brook 67, Hartford 54

UMBC 60, Maine 47

West Chester 81, Bloomsburg 72
SOUTI

H
Charleston Southern 60, N.C.-Asheville 57
Coastal Carolina 63, Birmingham-Southern 59
Duke 93, Virginia Tech 51

Liberty 61, Winthrop 51

Mars Hill 69, Carson-Newman 49

Miles 56, Clark Atlanta 54

Newberry 85, Lenoir-Rhyne 50

Presbyterian 63, Tusculum 62

Radford 63, High Point 60

Rollins 59, Florida Southern 42

St. Leo 83, Eckerd 73

Wingate 74, Catawba 61

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
L OT Pts GF GA
N.Y.Rangers 35 15 8 78 189 142
Philadelphia 33 16 9 75 195 186
New Jersey 30 22 6 66 170 166
N.Y.Islanders 25 27 4 54 165 200
Pittsburgh 14 34 11 39 165 235

Northeast Division
W L OT Pts GF GA
Ottawa 37 14 5 79 223 137
Buffalo 3 15 5 77 186 158
Montreal 26 22 8 60 160 180
Toronto 27 25 5 59 178 191
Boston 24 24 10 58 168 180

Southeast Division
W L OT Ps GF GA
Carolina 39 14 4 82 215 176
Tampa Bay 32 22 4 68 180 168
Atlanta 26 26 6 58 194 203
Florida 22 27 8 52 154 178
Washington 19 32 5 43 156 217

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Central Division
T Pts GF GA
Detroit 39 13 5 83 208 142
Nashville 34 18 6 74 183 169
Columbus 23 33 2 48 147 209
Chicago 18 31 8 44 145 199
St. Louis 16 31 9 41 153 210

Northwest Division
W L OT Ps GF GA
Calgary 33 17 7 73 153 144
Vancouver 33 21 5 71 198 180
Colorado 32 21 6 70 213 187
Edmonton 30 20 8 68 193 186
Minnesota 29 25 5 63 176 153

Pacific Division
W L OT Ps GF GA
Dallas 38 17 3 79 192 156
LosAngeles 32 23 5 69 203 200
Anaheim 27 19 11 65 168 159
San Jose 27 21 8 62 174 172
Phoenix 27 28 4 58 171 192

Two points for a win, one point for overtime
loss or shootout loss.
Olympic break, games resume Tuesday

The Associated Press

76ers 116

Cavaliers 107

PHILADELHPIA — Allen Iverson scored 29
points and had 12 assists, Andre Iguodala had
25 points and Chris Webber 24 to lead the
Philadelphia 76ers past Cleveland.

Coming off a fantastic All-Star weekend in
which he was named MVP of the Rookie
Challenge and finished second in the slam
dunk contest, Iguodala played like he might
deserve to play in the main event one year.

The Sixers are surely counting on it. He
dunked, of course, but came through with a
3-pointer and a couple of outside shots to fin-
ish 9 for 15 from the floor and finish a point shy
of matching his career high.

Heat 103
Knicks 83

NEW YORK — Dwyane Wade and Jason
Williams each had 24 points and five assists
as the Miami Heat beat New York for their
fourth straight victory.

Antoine Walker added 16 points for the
Heat, who have won nine of 11 overall and six
in a row against New York.

Shagquille O’'Neal added 15 points and made
sure Eddy Curry couldn't stay on the court.
Curry had three fouls in four scoreless minutes
in the first half and fouled out after playing only
17 minutes.

WEDNESDAY'S

SuperSonics 114
Hawks 109

ATLANTA — Ray Allen scored 33 points,
and Rashard Lewis added 25, including a pair
of key baskets down the stretch to help the
Seattle SuperSonics beat the Atlanta Hawks,
ending a four-game losing streak.

Seattle, which had lost seven straight on the
road, took the lead for good at 104-101 on a
three-point play by Lewis with 3:55 to play.
Lewis added a basket with 1:20 remaining to
give the SuperSonics a 110-105 lead.

Nets 96
Magic 93

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — Jason Kidd
scored 28 points and made two free throws with 18
seconds left to help New Jersey defeat Orlando.

Richard Jefferson added 23 points, and
Vince Carter scored 22 for New Jersey
(30-23), which has won seven of its past nine
games. Keyon Dooling scored 23 to lead
Orlando (19-34), which has lost eight straight
and 12 of 13.

The Magic stayed with the Nets until the
final seconds when Carlos Arroyo’s 3-point
attempt rimmed out.

Jazz 82

Hornets 76

OKLAHOMA CITY — Deron Williams
scored eight of his 17 points in the fourth quar-
ter, and Andrei Kirilenko had 17 points, 11
rebounds and eight blocks to help the Utah

Jazz rally for a win against the injury-depleted
New Orleans Hornets.

The Hornets made only one of their first 16
shots in the fourth quarter as the Jazz reeled
off a 22-6 run to claim the lead.

Carlos Boozer and Devin Brown added 14
points apiece for the Jazz, who broke a three-
game losing streak in the opening game of a
home-and-home series with New Orleans.

In other news

NEW YORK
Magic send Francis to N.Y.

Steve Francis was traded Wednesday from
the Orlando Magic to the last-place New York
Knicks, who hope that pairing him in the back-
court with Stephon Marbury will help turn
around the team’s dismal season.

The Knicks sent Penny Hardaway and
Trevor Ariza to Orlando. Though Marbury and
Francis essentially play the same position, the
Knicks are confident it will work out.

“We just want ballplayers,” New York coach
Larry Brown said. ‘| don't get caught up in
positions. | think Steve is strong enough to
guard 2s and quick enough to guard 1s.”

Francis was averaging 16.2 points to lead
the Magic, but the star guard has feuded with
coach Brian Hill this season. By dealing him
for Hardaway’s expiring contract, the Magic will
get salary cap relief after this season and will
be in even better position when Grant Hill's
deal expires next year.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

The Associated Press

MEN
Butler 72

Youngstown State 64

INDIANAPOLIS — Brandon Polk scored 24
points to lead Butler to a victory against
Youngstown State in a Horizon League game.

Butler (18-10, 11-4) took advantage of slop-
py ball handling by the Penguins in the first
half, scoring 15 points off turnovers as the
Bulldogs opened up a 31-15 half time lead.
The game was tied at 13 before Butler's
Brandon Crone hit the first of four Bulldog
3-pointers during a 18-2 run.

The Bulldogs’ lead grew to 21 points early in
the second half before Youngstown State (7-19,
4-11) responded with a 30-11 run in about 10
minutes to cut the lead to just two points.

W. Michigan 62
Ball State 56

MUNCIE — Stane’s Bufford scored 19
points and Joe Reitz had 16 as Western
Michigan defeated Ball State in a Mid-
American Conference game.

Reitz secured the victory by hitting four free

throws in the final 28 seconds after Ball State
closed to within two points on a basket by
Maurice Acker. Following Reitz’s first two free
throws, Acker missed a jump shot and D’Andre
Peyton was unable to hit on a layup after an
offensive rebound.

Creighton 67
Indiana State 62

OMAHA, Neb. — Johnny Mathies scored 18
points, Anthony Tolliver 15 and Nick Porter 14
as Creighton rallied to defeat Indiana State.

The victory kept Creighton (19-7, 12-5
Missouri Valley Conference) in the MVC title
picture and left them one away from their
eighth straight 20-win season.

For the Sycamores (12-14, 4-13) Gabriel
Moore scored 17 points, Tyson Schnitker 16
and David Moss 14. All of Moss’ points came
in the first half.

No. 1 Duke 73

Georgia Tech 66

ATLANTA — Shelden Williams had 26
points and 11 rebounds, and J.J. Redick over-
come a horrid start to score 22 points as No. 1
Duke beat Georgia Tech.

Entering the game with a chance to become
the career leading scorer in the Atlantic Coast

Conference, Redick missed 15 of his first 17
shots, but he did hit the go-ahead jumper with
8:51 remaining.
WOMEN

No. 1 Duke 93
Virginia Tech 51

DURHAM, N.C. — Mistie Williams and
Monique Currie scored 14 points apiece in
their final game at Cameron Indoor Stadium,
leading No. 1 Duke to a rout of Virginia Tech.

Laura Kurz had 11 points on 5-for-5 shoot-
ing from the field, and Abby Waner and
Jessica Foley added 10 apiece for the Blue
Devils (25-1, 12-1 Atlantic Coast Conference).

Dawn Chriss scored 12 points to lead Virginia
Tech (18-8, 5-8), which lost by its biggest margin
of the season and worst in two years in the ACC.

No. 8 Connecticut 65

Syracuse 36

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Renee Montgomery
scored 19 points, 10 during a decisive second-
half run, and No. 8 Connecticut beat Syracuse.

Connecticut (25-3, 13-1 Big East), which
has won at least 25 games in each of the past
13 years, has won four straight since losing to
Rutgers. Syracuse (9-16, 2-12) has lost five
straight and is 0-7 at home in conference play.

Golf

Match Play Championship Results
Wednesday
At La Costa Resort and Spa
Carlsbad, Calif.
Purse: $7.5 million
Yardage: 7,277 Par: 72
First round
Bobby Jones bracket
Adam Scott def. Lucas Glover, 2 and 1
Tom Lehman def. Stuart Appleby, 3 and 2
David Toms def. lan Poulter, 19 holes
Jose Maria Olazabal def. Brandt Jobe, 3 and 2
Henrik Stenson def. Paul Casey, 1 up
Chad Campbell def. Tim Herron, 4 and 2
Tiger Woods def. Stephen Ames, 9 and 8
Robert Allenby def. K.J. Choi, 3 and 2
Ben Hogan bracket
David Howell def. Steve Elkington, 22 holes
Scott Verplank def. Lee Westwood, 26 holes
Phil Mickelson def. Charles Howell lll, 2 up
John Daly def. Bart Bryant, 4 and 2
Geoff Ogilvy def. Michael Campbell, 19 holes
Nick O'Hern def. Fred Funk, 5 and 3
Bernhard Langer def. Ernie Els, 1 up
Mike Weir def. Stewart Cink, 4 and 3
Gary Player bracket
Carl Pettersson def. Kenny Perry, 1 up
Davis Love III def. Mark Hensby, 2 and 1
Chris DiMarco def. Mark Calcavecchia, 2 and 1
Arron Oberholser def. Tim Clark, 21 holes
Angel Cabrera def. Peter Lonard, 1 up
Padraig Harrington def. Rod Pampling, 4 and 2
Vijay Singh def. Graeme McDowell, 5 and 4
M.A. Jimenez def. Rory Sabbatini, 2 and 1
Sam Snead bracket
Colin Montgomerie def. Niclas Fasth, 23 holes
Shingo Katayama def. Paul McGinley, 2 and 1
Zach Johnson def. Jim Furyk, 1 up
Sean O’Hair def. Fred Couples, 19 holes
Luke Donald def. Richard Green, 2 and 1
Shigeki Maruyama def. Darren Clarke, 4 and 3

Retief Goosen def. Paul Broadhurst, 5 and 4
Ben Crane def. Justin Leonard, 4 and 3
Note: Jones Bracket winner will play Hogan
Bracket winner; Player Bracket winner will
play Snead Bracket winner

PGATour statistics
Through Feb. 19
Scoring average

1, Adam Scott, 68.12. 2, Nathan Green,
68.64. 3, Rory Sabbatini, 68.78. 4, Vijay
Singh, 68.87. 5, David Toms, 68.98. 6, Arron
Oberholser, 69.00. 7, Jim Furyk, 69.25. 8,
J.B. Holmes, 69.30. 9, Scott Verplank, 69.42.
10, Stuart Appleby, 69.48.

Driving distance

1, Bubba Watson, 320.5. 2, J.B. Holmes,
313.1. 3, Adam Scott, 308.3. 4, Camilo
Villegas, 305.6. 5, John Daly, 304.9. 6,
Robert Garrigus, 302.6. 7, Hank Kuehne,
302.3. 8, Fred Couples, 301.7. 9, Steven
Bowditch, 301.4. 10, Tag Ridings, 301.3.

Greens in regulation pct.

1, John Senden, 74.4%. 2 (tie), Phil
Mickelson and Tim Clark, 73.2%. 4 (tie),
Bernhard Langer, Vijay Singh and Jonathan
Byrd, 72.2%. 7, David Toms, 71.3%. 8, Jeff
Maggert, 71.2%. 9, Arjun Atwal, 71.0%. 10, 3
tied with 70.6%.

Putting average

1, Scott Verplank, 1.669. 2, Nathan Green,
1.671. 3, Bob Estes, 1.682. 4, Daniel Chopra,
1.687. 5, Brian Gay, 1.689. 6, Mike Weir,
1.695. 7 (tie), Phil Mickelson, John Rollins and
Rory Sabbatini, 1.701. 10, John Cook, 1.706.

Birdie average

1, John Huston, 5.33. 2, Phil Mickelson, 5.24.
3, Rory Sabbatini, 4.76. 4, Tim Clark, 4.65. 5,
Brandt Jobe, 4.63. 6, Nathan Green, 4.58. 7,
Daniel Chopra, 4.57. 8 (tie), David Toms and
Sergio Garcia, 4.50. 10, Ryan Palmer, 4.48.

Eagles (holes per)
1, John Senden, 45.0. 2, Steve Elkington,

49.5. 3, Will MacKenzie, 50.4. 4 (tie), Bob
Estes and Steven Bowditch, 54.0. 6, Vijay
Singh, 57.6. 7 (tie), Billy Andrade and Fred
Couples, 58.5. 9, Matt Hansen, 63.0. 10, Arjun
Atwal, 64.8.
All-around ranking

1, John Rollins, 246. 2, Vijay Singh, 257.
3, Lucas Glover, 292. 4, Fredrik Jacobson,
315. 5, Adam Scott, 335. 6, Craig Barlow,
341. 7, John Senden , 350. 8, Rory
Sabbatini, 354. 9, Bob Estes, 358. 10, Arron
Oberholser, 378.

Transactions

BASEBALL
American Association

LINCOLN SALTDOGS—Agreed to terms
with 1B Brett Cooley.

PENSACOLA PELICANS—Agreed to
terms with INF Trino Aguilar.

SHREVEPORT SPORTS—Agreed to
terms with OF-DH Chad Gambill.

Can-Am League

BROCKTON ROX—Agreed to terms with
RHP Robert Averette. Released RHP Wayne
Ough.

QUEBEC LES CAPITALES—Claimed 1B
Craig Lewis off waivers from Brockton.

Northern League

GARY SOUTHSHORE RAILCATS—
Released LHP John Gonzalez and RHP
Randy Vanderplow.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

ORLANDO MAGIC—Acquired F Trevor
Ariza and G Anfernee Hardaway from New
York for G Steve Francis. Waived F Bo Outlaw.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BUFFALO BILLS—Designated CB Nate

Clements as their franchise player.

DENVER BRONCOS—Extended the con-
tract of Ted Sundquist, general manager,
through the 2008 season.

NEW YORK JETS—Released QB Jay
Fiedler, OT Jason Fabini, FB Jerald Sowell,
LB Barry Gardner, DT Lance Legree and WR
Harry Williams Jr. Agreed with CB Ty Law to
not exercise contract options for the next
three seasons.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

WASHINGTON CAPITALS—Signed D
Jamie Heward and D Bryan Muir to one-year
contract extensions.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

REAL SALT LAKE—Traded the rights to D
Rusty Pierre to Columbus for a 2007 third-
round supplemental draft pick. Waived M
Robert Scarlett.

Mag)r Indoor Soccer League

BALTIMORE BLAST—Signed F Dante
Washington and D Mike Lookingland.

COLLEGE

NCAA—Placed Panhandle State on pro-
bation for three years for unethical conduct
committed by its former softball coach and
other violations.

GEORGIA  TECH—Named
Radakovich athletic director.

MERCY. N.Y.—Named William Sullivan
assistant director of athletics for internal
operations.

MONTANA-WESTERN—Announced the
resignation of Jenny Peterson, women’s vol-
leyball coach. Named Katie Ryan Howells
women’s volleyball coach.

VANDERBILT—Dismissed RB Zach
Logan from the football team for violating
team rules.

VIRGINIA MILITARY—Named Ben
Freakley men’s soccer coach.

Dan

® Pacers

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1)

rebounds during Tuesday’s 97-75 rout
of New Orleans/Oklahoma City and
has had four double-doubles in the
past 10 games.

The versatile forward not only is
putting up solid numbers, he’s play-
ing with confidence.

And he’s giving the Pacers a
much-needed lift off a bench that
contributed little in the first half of
the season.

“In the beginning (of the year),
everything was going too fast,” said
Granger, who averages 6.6 points and
4.6 rebounds per game. “As I’ve been
playing more and more, it has
slowed down a little bit, and I find
myself playing better.

“The more | get on the court, the
higher my confidence goes.”

THE GRANGER FILE

Name: Danny Granger

Position: Forward

Experience: Rookie

Height: 6-foot-9

Weight: 228 pounds

College: New Mexico

2005-06 season averages: 6.6 points,
4.6 rebounds, 1.0 assists, 43.3 field-goal
percentage, 36.4 3-point percentage

THE JOHNSON FILE

Name: Anthony Johnson

Position: Point guard

Experience: Ninth season

Height: 6-foot-3

Weight: 200 pounds

College: Charleston (S.C.)

2005-06 season averages: 7.7 points,
2.3 rebounds, 4.0 assists, 42 field-goal
percentage, 33.8 3-point percentage

And the better the Pacers seem to
perform.

“Danny Granger had a great night
(Tuesday),” Indiana coach Rick
Carlisle said. “We’re a better team
when he plays the way he played. He
did a lot of things. It wasn’t just
scoring. He rebounded. He came up
with key deflections, little things.

“We need him, obviously, to contin-
ue to play at that level and to give us
that lift off the bench.”

Johnson, meanwhile, is lifting a
starting lineup that is missing

injured players Jermaine O’Neal
(groin), Jamaal Tinsley (elbow) and
Austin Croshere (concussion).

A nine-year veteran playing for his
sixth NBA team, Johnson has aver-
aged 18.8 points and shot 56.1 per-
cent from the field in the past four
games. He has started 27 games and
averages 7.7 points and 4.0 assists for
the season.

In light of recent performances,
Johnson might not automatically
resume his backup role when Tinsley
returns from the injury that has side-

lined him for nine straight games.

If nothing else, Johnson is on even
footing with rookie teammate
Sarunas Jasikevicius, who played
ahead of Johnson early in the season
when Tinsley was healthy.

For now, at least, Jasikevicius
backs up Johnson.

“With the situation that we have,
with three quality point guards,
you’ve got to put your best foot for-
ward and try to get your name in that
rotation and try to keep it there,”
Johnson said. “So I'm just trying to
take advantage of this opportunity,
and the big man upstairs is blessing
me that things are going my way.”

And Granger’s.

“He’s coming into his own,” Johnson
said. “With the rookies, they’re going
to have ups and downs. But whenever
he gets a chance to just focus on the
task at hand and get the ball and
make some plays, he takes advantage.

“We’ve come to expect him to play
well now.”
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thought we’d do well once we got Peja
and got ourselves back together
again,” Walsh said. “l don’t see any-
thing that would improve us as a team
or help us financially right now.”
Stojakovic, a 6-10 forward, has aver-
aged 18.6 points and 7.3 rebounds in

eight games as a Pacer. He is shooting
47 percent from the field and 42 per-
cent from 3-point range. Now, a team
that looked like its season might be
lost now is looking to improve its play-
off position.

Indiana is 27-23 heading into a
stretch of 10 games that includes
eight on the road, starting tonight at
Detroit.

“Considering everything, we’re in
a pretty good spot, but we’ve got a
tough stretch coming up here,” coach

Rick Carlisle said. “We take nothing
for granted. We know this is going to
be a very difficult stretch of games,
starting with the best team in the
league. It’s a challenge you have to
look forward to.”

The Pacers beat the Pistons 93-85
on Feb. 4, and they expect the
Pistons to be looking for revenge.
The Pistons enter the game with an
NBA-best 43-9 record.

“They’re a rival, so every time we
play them, it’s going to be a big game,

especially with the season they’re
having,” Pacers guard Anthony
Johnson said. “With tomorrow night
being a TNT (televeised) game,
they’re definitely going to be out to
correct what happened at Conseco.”

“You have nine losses, you remem-
ber every one of them,” Indiana cen-
ter David Harrison said. “It’s going
to be a game.”

In the past seven games, the
Pacers have held opponents to 36
percent shooting.
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with just more than a minute to play.

“The shot clock was going down; there was no way |
was passing that one,” Strickland said. “I kind of hesi-
tated a little bit ... when (Ben Luber) stepped back, |
let it go.”

Travis Parker then hit two free throws for the Lions
with 45 seconds left. But after a turnover by Indiana’s
Marco Killingsworth, Geary Claxton missed a shot, and
the Hoosiers rebounded. Strickland was immediately
fouled and hit one of two foul shots for a 67-65 lead.

Then, after Luber missed a 3-point attempt,
Roderick Wilmont finished the scoring for Indiana
with a pair of free throws with 9 seconds remaining.

“We can exhale now,” Strickland said. “It feels like
we got like a little monkey off our back. Now we can
gear up for (Michigan State on) Sunday and get things
rolling.”

Penn State, which beat Indiana 71-68 at State College
last week, has never won in 13 games in Assembly Hall.

Killingsworth added 14 points for the Hoosiers.
Claxton led Penn State with 19 points, and Parker
added 15, all but two in the second half.

“We played well enough to win, but in the last couple
of minutes, we didn’t execute,” Penn State coach Ed
DeChellis said. “Strickland made some big shots. ...
He was guarded, but that’s what seniors do.”

The Hoosiers’ first three baskets were all 3-pointers
for a 9-3 lead in the first two minutes. But Penn State’s
next four baskets were also 3-pointers, including two
by Claxton. A basket by Cornley completed a 14-2 run
for a 17-11 Penn State lead.

Strickland’s 22 points made him the 40th Indiana
player to score at least 1,000 points in a career. He now
has 1,007.



