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300th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Franklin
remains
vital to
society

City, college
plan parties
Kites, cakes, costumed characters
among attractions on Tuesday
BY MICHAEL W. HOSKINS

Meet Ben Franklin

E

very time lightning strikes, we think of him.
History tells stories of him flying a kite in a
storm and demonstrating that lightning is really
electricity, inventing a more efficient wood
stove, bifocals and the lightning rod, and being instrumental in creating the Declaration of Independence and
the Constitution.
But his name is more than a history lesson for Johnson
County, which has a city, schools, businesses and home
addresses bearing his name.
Ben Franklin, who died in 1790 at age 84, would have
turned 300 on Tuesday, and birthday celebrations are
being thrown nationwide.
In Johnson County, visitors can travel to the county
seat of Franklin and get a taste of the activities.
A Franklin impersonator will travel around the city’s
downtown and college campus during the day.
Franklin College will also host a birthday celebration
with door prizes, including a $100 bill (which has
Franklin’s face on it), and copies of his biography.
Stations will be set up featuring Franklin’s roles as an
inventor and printer. Also, a harpist will perform.
“This is a historical time that we can help people learn
about him,” said Franklin College spokeswoman Deidra
Baumgardner.
The Franklin Department of Parks and Recreation also
has Franklin-related activities planned. From 9 a.m. to 8
p.m., visitors to the Franklin Cultural Arts and Recreation
Center can talk with a colonial American printer; do Benrelated arts and crafts projects such as making a kite;
view Franklin-related artifacts and indulge in birthday
cake and punch.
“The kite really flies,” said Pam Gibson, who is planning the activities. “I made one and immediately took it
outside and it flew.”
She said the activities will go on throughout the day so
people can drop in any time and still experience everything.
Nationwide, hundreds of Ben-centric festivities are being
planned to celebrate his birthday. Brewers across the country will be selling Poor Richard’s Ale, a brew named after
Franklin’s publication Poor Richard’s Almanac.
The official home of the Franklin tercentenary (that’s
the fancy word for 300th anniversary) is Philadelphia,
where Franklin made his home and fortune. There will

Indianapolis actor Phil Tunnah will impersonate Ben Franklin on Tuesday, traveling around
downtown Franklin and the college campus to
hand out invitations to his 300th birthday party.
Here is where you can see him during the day
and have your picture taken with him:
10 a.m.: Don and Dona’s
10:30 a.m.: Johnson County Courthouse lawn
11 a.m.: Benjamin’s Coffeehouse
11:30 a.m.: Franklin City Hall
Noon: Franklin College Napolitan Student Center
1 p.m.: Dame Mall at Franklin College
1:45 p.m.: College classrooms
4 to 6 p.m.: Birthday party, student center

Franklin College
A birthday party at Franklin College from 4 to
6 p.m. Tuesday is free and open to the public. It will
be in the Johnson Atrium of the Napolitan Student
Center.

Franklin Parks and Recreation
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Franklin Cultural Arts
and Recreation Center, 396 Branigin Blvd.
Activities include a visit with a colonial American
printer, crafts projects such as kite-making, displays of
Benjamin Franklin-related artifacts from the Johnson
County Museum of History; and cake and punch.

be special programs at the National Constitution Center,
Franklin Institute, Academy of Music, Christ Church and
University of Pennsylvania.
In Franklin’s birthplace of Boston, the Museum of
Science has a program planned.
Hundreds of communities, schools, and businesses bear
his name or variations. Four Indiana schools have
Benjamin Franklin in their names, and hundreds of variations exist nationwide from Franklin, Franklinville,
Franklindale and Franklinton.
There are three Franklins along Interstate 65, but only
Indiana’s Franklin plans to mark the day. Neither Franklin,
Ky., nor Franklin, Tenn., has anything scheduled.
In fact, when a city hall worker in Tennessee was told
about the anniversary, she said, “His birthday’s Tuesday?
I didn’t know anything about it. Whaddya know.”
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A statue of Benjamin Franklin greets visitors to the Franklin College campus at
the corner of Branigan Boulevard and Monroe Street.

Actor: ‘A friend told me to go fly a kite, so I listened’
BY MICHAEL W. HOSKINS
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
mhoskins@thejournalnet.com

O

n Tuesday, an Indianapolis
man will travel to Franklin
to celebrate the 300th birthday of the city’s namesake.
Actor Phil Tunnah will trade in
his real identity for that of
Benjamin Franklin, the famed
inventor, writer and statesman.
Tunnah, 62, will be in a period
costume, down to the shoes,
handing out invitations for a
birthday celebration that evening

at Franklin College. He will trek
around downtown during the day,
going into businesses and greeting people before heading back
to the college campus.
Tuesday marks the day Franklin, who died in 1790, would have
turned 300. Communities nationwide with links to the man are
throwing birthday bashes in his
honor, including the Johnson
County city and college.
Tunnah is shaving his beard to
take on the Ben Franklin persona, a role he has donned about

six times since the late 1980s.
He’ll throw out famous sayings
that Franklin used: “A stitch in
time saves nine,” and “A penny
saved is a penny earned.”
He’ll also discuss Franklin’s
accomplishments in science and in
the creation of the United States.
The lifelong Indianapolis man
has been acting for about 45
years, performing in dozens of
roles and locations such as Beef
and Boards Dinner Theatre,
Indiana Repertory Theatre and
Phoenix Theatre in Indianapolis.

He has taken on Shakespearean
and founding father roles, as well as
Santa Claus during holiday seasons.
But Franklin is one of his
favorite roles, he said.
“A friend once told me to go fly
a kite, so I listened,” Tunnah
said. “This is where it got me.”
Franklin College brought him
on to impersonate Franklin at
the rededication of the Old Main
building following a fire in 1985.
He also has taken on the role
for a firefighters’ convention in
Indianapolis, symbolic of
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Special course
focuses on Ben’s
leadership style

Franklin’s creation of the first
organized fire brigade in 1736.
“I wanted to remind them of
their beginnings, where they
came from,” Tunnah said.
He hopes the presentation will
help teach people the significance of living and going to
school in a place that bears
Franklin’s name.
“People have a legacy to fulfill,”
Tunnah said. “Sure, none of the
students will probably listen or
care, but it would be important to
him if he were alive today.”

ne Franklin College student said Ben Franklin
flew a kite and proved that
lightning was electricity.
Another recalled he was involved
in writing the Declaration of
Independence and Constitution.
For the most part, that was the
limit of their knowledge. Until
now.
“He was so much more than
that,” said Ellis Hall, dean of students at Franklin College, who is
teaching a special winter term
course on Ben Franklin and his
leadership. “This was a person
who was more approachable,
down to earth than other founding fathers.”
The four-week course is teaching students about Franklin’s
leadership style and how his
leadership can be applied to 21st
century living.
The course is partly in celebration of the 300th anniversary of
Franklin’s birth, which is Tuesday.
Twenty students are enrolled in
the class that meets for about
two hours Tuesday through
Friday. Textbooks are biographies of Franklin.
Hall started thinking about
teaching the class during the
summer.
“I was thinking that we’re
called Franklin College and have
his name in the community,
wouldn’t it be cool to do this?” he
said. “Most people only know
general historical information
about him but don’t know about
him personally.”
Hall described Benjamin
Franklin as a classic example of
a student of liberal arts, even
though he never enrolled in college. His wide-ranging knowledge and interests gave him a
broader perspective than his
competitors. His shortcomings
made him more approachable
and human than others of the
time, Hall said.
“Although he didn’t accomplish all of his goals, he wrote
down his shortcomings and
learned from them,” Hall said.
“It’s 18th century practical wisdom that can be used in the
21st century.”
As an example, Hall said that
Franklin saw that little actions
by individuals could lead to
great happiness for many. He
brought together many individuals with books and resources
to create a lending library that
made those resources available
to many.
Hall has not decided if he will
teach the course in future semesters. If so, he wants to look into
taking a class trip to Philadelphia and eventually to Paris or
London, where Franklin often
traveled.

FRANKLIN’S WORDS TO THE WISE
“God helps
them that help
themselves.”

“Lost time is never
found again.”

“Early to bed and
early to rise,
makes a man
healthy, wealthy
and wise.”

“He that lives
on hope will die
fasting.”

“There are no
pains without
gains.”

“Diligence is the
mother of good
luck.”

“One today
is worth two
tomorrows.”

“Little strokes fell
great oaks.”
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