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Teen wins
suit against
mayor of
Kokomo

Tony Burton

Judge: Open-records law
applies to e-mail lists

Chris Burton
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KOKOMO
A judge has sided with a high
school student who sued Kokomo’s mayor to obtain a list of
e-mail addresses for the 1,400
subscribers to the city’s electronic newsletter.
Western High School student
Ryan Nees filed the lawsuit under
the state’s open-records law after
he said he subscribed to the city
newsletter and then started also
receiving campaign messages.
Howard Circuit Court Judge
Lynn Murray on Monday ruled
that the list was a public record
and ordered Mayor Matt McKillip
to provide the information and
for the city to pay more than
$5,000 for Nees’ legal fees.
Attorneys for the city had
argued that the e-mail list should
receive the same legal protection
as a list of postal mailing addresses. State law restricts those wanting a list of mailing addresses
from a government agency to
hand-copy the information.
But Murray disagreed in her
ruling.
“The courts cannot fill gaps in
a statutory scheme designed by
the legislature,” she wrote. “Had
the legislature intended to exempt a list of e-mail addresses, it
could and would have done so.”
A bill pending in the Indiana
House would allow government
agencies to keep such e-mail lists
confidential. The bill passed the
state Senate last month.
McKillip said he had not decided whether to appeal the judge’s
ruling, but that he believed the
e-mail list should be protected
from businesses or individuals
who might want the addresses for
commercial or political use.
“When people sign up to receive the city’s newsletter, they
do not sign up to receive mail
from anyone else,” he said.
McKillip, a first-term Republican in the city about 40 miles north
of Indianapolis, said he had not
used the mailing list for political
purposes and that his campaign
had a much shorter e-mail list.
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Don Brock looks at some of his prescription drugs at his home in Litchfield, Minn., on Feb. 10. Brock
stopped buying drugs from Canada this year because he signed up for the federal Medicare drug benefit.

Fewer seniors looking
north for medications
BY MARTIGA LOHN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ST. PAUL, Minn.
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etired furniture store owner Don Brock
quit buying prescription drugs from
Canada this year, now that he’s signed up
for the new federal Medicare drug benefit.
The next time he needs a refill on Lipitor,
his daily anti-cholesterol drug, Brock will go to
a pharmacy near his home in Litchfield, Minn.
The 74-year-old says he was saving about $300
annually buying Canadian; now, he figures
he’ll save about $500 buying through Medicare.
Canada is losing traction as a source of
cheaper prescription drugs for many Americans. Cross-border sales have fallen as much
as 30 percent, according to the Canadian
International Pharmacy Association, since
about 42 million seniors and disabled people
became eligible for Medicare drug coverage

317-736-0607

Jan. 1, and the group says U.S. authorities
have stepped up enforcement of laws against
importing foreign medicines.
While Canadian pharmacists expect some of
that traffic to return, they’re also considering
marketing more heavily to some of the
45.5 million uninsured Americans who can’t
afford to pay retail drug prices at home.
Canadian Internet pharmacies catering to
American customers sprang up about six
years ago, filling a market created by busloads of U.S. border-state seniors who came
north seeking cheaper medications.
Experts say the Canadian pipeline won’t
disappear.
“Seniors aren’t the only ones who use drugs
from Canada,” said Stephen Schondelmeyer,
who directs a pharmaceutical economics
research institute at the University of Minnesota. “For the people who don’t have insurance
somewhere else, Canada is still a very viable
alternative.”

Got a news tip?
The Daily Journal’s best story ideas come
from you, our readers.
Call our news tip phone line at 736-2712
or send an e-mail to newstips@thejournalnet.com.
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Kick your plans
into high gear.

Shift to Club 53 Checking.
Fifth Third

Club53 Checking
®

Now that you’re 50 it’s time to kick your checking account into high gear
with Club 53 from Fifth Third Bank. Earn interest on your balance
and get free Internet Banking and Bill Payment...
even your Club 53 checks are free! Plus many more great benefits
like bonus CD rates, free travelers checks and more.
So if you’ve turned 50, join the club...Club 53 from Fifth Third Bank.
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WALK-IN Over 80 Central Indiana locations
CALL 1-800-579-5353 | VISIT www.53.com
Minimum $50 deposit to open account. Accounts closed within six months will be charged $25. Fifth Third and
Fifth Third Bank are registered service marks of Fifth Third Bancorp. Member FDIC.
FDJ
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