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HERMAN

PEANUTS

GET FUZZY

ALLEY OOP

GRAND AVENUE

SOUP TO NUTS

ASTROGRAPH
Your birthday:
Thursday, Jan. 5, 2006

THE BORN LOSER

Events and conditions could instill
powerful new ambitions in you in the year
ahead and, as a result of what you produce, advancement in your chosen field
of endeavor is highly likely. It won’t be
handed to you, you’ll deserve it.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Your awareness of details may be
much sharper than usual today, but take
care that you do not use this gift as a
faultfinder instead of a positive asset.
Nitpicking could lead to contempt.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19)
Should you have to deal with someone
today with whom you’ve recently had a
disturbing experience, don’t let things
pick up where they left off, even if the
other person tries to do so.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20)
Being around associates who are
penny pinchers could make you feel quite
uncomfortable today, but don’t solve your
discomfort by picking up the tab yourself.
Insist that they ante up their share.
ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Be doubly careful today of what you
say when you are in the presence of an
individual who has an influence over your
position. Ill-chosen words could cause
problems for you, so censor your speech.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
A gossipy acquaintance with nobody’s
interests at heart (except his or her own)
may skillfully question you about things
that need to be kept under wraps. Don’t
disclose private information.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
Financial tips given to you today by

FRANK AND ERNEST

ARLO AND JANIS

well-meaning individuals should not be
taken as gossip. The person’s intentions
may be good, but the information could
be faulty. Check it out.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Abdicating your own good judgment
and permitting another to make a decision for you today is not in your best
interest. It’s OK to be a nice guy or gal,
but do so in other ways.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Be logical when sizing up a problematic situation today instead of allowing
wishful thinking to govern your mind.
Resolving the conundrum isn’t likely
when based on unrealistic premises.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Even if you secretly feel a bit superior
to someone with whom you’ll be involved
today, do everything that you can to keep
it from showing.You need cooperation,
not hostility.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
The moment you start to find more to
criticize than to praise in your cohorts,
immediately turn your head around or
you will create instant rebellion aimed at
you. Faultfinding leads to nothing.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
If someone goes out of his or her way
to assist you today, don’t be too busy to
give this person the proper thanks. A lack
of display of gratitude will get you no help
whatsoever next time.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)
Although there may be many after-holiday sales alluring you today, manage
your money prudently. Small sums could
add up to a whopping total you didn’t
expect when tallied.
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DILBERT

COMMITTED

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

‘Dear Abby’ by Pauline
Phillips and Jeanne Phillips

Gay son who wants
to adopt puzzled by
parents’ opinion
DEAR ABBY: I am a 43-yearold gay male who has always
wanted to be a father. Last night I
informed my parents about my
decision to adopt a boy who is 7.
My parents reacted as if I’d
walked in and told them that I
had murdered someone. My
mother said she was disgusted
and became almost physically ill.
My father was less dramatic but
no less displeased.
I have no history that would
cause them to react this way, nor
do I have any criminal past (or
present) that would cause them to
react so vehemently against adoption. I don’t understand what
their problem is.
I know they worry that the child
will come with familial baggage
and I’ll be expected to support others, or any inheritance I receive
will go “outside the family.” However, my blood family ends with
me, whether or not I adopt.
I’d appreciate some advice as I
navigate this difficult time.
— TAKEN ABACK
IN GEORGIA
DEAR TAKEN ABACK: Your
mother could still believe the homophobic and mistaken notion
that a gay man adopting a boy
means he will molest the child.
That would explain her negative
reaction to your good news.
My advice is to talk frankly
with both of your parents and
make sure they understand,
according to an article published
by the American Academy of
Pediatrics back in 1994, most child
abuse appears to be committed by
situational child abusers who present themselves as heterosexuals.
Also it states children raised in
gay or lesbian households do not
show any greater incidence of
homosexuality or gender identity
issues than other children.
Not knowing your parents, I
don’t know the basis of their beliefs. However, it might be helpful if
you were to contact P-FLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays) and get literature to share
with your parents. You can contact
P-FLAG by going to www.pflag.org
or writing to 1726 M St. N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20036.
While it’s not impossible to
teach an old dog new tricks, it
can take time to broaden the horizons of people whose minds have
been closed for half a century or
more. My advice is to start ASAP.

Dear Abby is written by Pauline
Phillips and her daughter Jeanne Phillips.
Write to Dear Abby at P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

