DAILY JOURNAL, JOHNSON COUNTY, IND.

NEWS

A7

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10-11, 2007

Bill could give touch-screen voting the boot
BY JEROME L. SHERMAN
PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE

WASHINGTON
Congressional Democrats hope
to move quickly on legislation
that would make obsolete many
touch-screen voting machines.
Rep. Rush Holt, D-N.J., this
week introduced a bill that
requires machines to have paper
trails that allow voters to verify
their choices. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., plans to bring a
similar bill before the Senate.
Both lawmakers want to put the
new standard in place before the
2008 presidential election.

“I think we should try. Whether
we can get there or not remains to
be seen,” said Feinstein, who chairs
the Senate Committee on Rules and
Administration. “There needs to be
some national standard.”
Momentum for such a move has
been building nationwide. In
Florida, home of the infamous
“hanging chads” of the 2000 election that prompted widespread
changes in voting technology, Gov.
Charlie Christ announced last
week that the state would dispose
of expensive touch-screen machines in favor of paper ballots read
by optical scanners.
The Virginia Senate also passed

a bill that would gradually replace
touch-screen units with the
scanners.
Florida’s most recent voting
woes were at the center of a committee hearing. Uncertainty still
hangs over November election
results in the state’s 13th
Congressional District, where
Republican Vern Buchanan bested Democrat Christine Jennings
by 369 votes.
Jennings has sued, pointing to
Sarasota County’s 18,000 under
votes, or the number of voters
who made no choice for their ballot’s congressional contest. Neighboring counties recorded much
fewer under votes.

So far, a judge has not allowed
the Jennings campaign to bring in
its own experts for an examination
of the copyright-protected software in the ES&S iVotronic voting
machine. Florida officials have
already conducted a review, said
ES&S spokesman Ken Fields.
Holt called the Florida situation
“Exhibit A” in his push for
mandatory paper trails.
“A Democratic government
works only if we believe it does,”
he said. “And the confidence in
the mechanism of our government has been shaken badly.”
His bill would make the paper
trail the “vote of record,” and it

Homeland security program criticized
Lawmakers say
administration cut
emergency funds
BY BEVERLEY LUMPKIN

“Millions of lives are at stake, and we cannot
continue to protect the homeland on the cheap.”
Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss.
House Homeland Security Committee chairman on cutting grants
to local emergency workers and other programs
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WASHINGTON
The Bush administration is trying to fund homeland security
“on the cheap,”
cutting grants to
local emergency
workers
and
other programs,
the chairman of
a House committee said Friday.
Visiting Congress for the CHERTOFF
second time this
week,
Homeland
Security
Secretary Michael Chertoff was
criticized anew by lawmakers of
both parties upset with the government’s security efforts,
including at the borders and at
airports.
“Millions of lives are at stake,

and we cannot continue to protect
the homeland on the cheap,” Rep.
Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., chairman of the House Homeland
Security Committee, told Chertoff.
At a panel hearing, Thompson
and Rep. Peter King of New
York, top Republican on the committee, told Chertoff they were
unhappy with the administration’s plans for a $1 billion fund
meant to upgrade communications systems for emergency
workers.
The fund was created by
Congress in anticipation of the
auction later this year of valuable portions of radio bandwidth.
As private companies vacate
other parts of the radio spectrum, those will be taken over by
emergency workers who would
purchase new equipment with

U.N. peacekeepers
raid violent Haiti slum

money generated by the auction.
“I am deeply concerned by the
delay in getting this program up
and running,” King said. He said
equipment that would let different
emergency agencies communicate
with each other during disasters —
which many are currently unable
to do — is “critically important to
the nation’s first responders.”
King said the fund is supposed
to supplement other aid programs, not be used in lieu of
them. Chertoff acknowledged
cuts in grant programs but
argued they would be more than
offset by the $1 billion. And he
pointed out there would still be
$2.2 billion coming in grants.
Afterward, Chertoff told
reporters: “The bottom line is
this — we’re going to put $3.2 billion in the hands of communities

would require random audits to
ensure that machines are properly compiling votes. It also would
provide $300 million to help states
and local governments pay for
new equipment.
That figure, however, is dwarfed
by the $3 billion in federal money
doled out under the Help America
Vote Act, the law passed in the
wake of Florida’s 2000 presidential debacle. The expense for
more equipment, or upgrades to
earlier purchases, would be considerable, and local governments
would face another daunting transition just a few years after their
first purchases of new technology.

Connie Schmidt
President of Election
Consulting Services on
new legislation that would
make touch-screen voting
machines obsolete
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and first responders, roughly the
same amount as this year.” He
added that he doesn’t “get hung
up on what bucket the money
comes from.”
In a follow-up letter sent late
Friday, Thompson and King told
the secretary that local first
responders “are left in limbo
while federal agencies and
departments drag their feet”
establishing the program.
At the hearing, the secretary
maintained that the department
has made progress in building systems to protect the nation, highlighting a number of examples.
He said a new focus on the
southwest border had achieved
significant and measurable
results. He also said the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
has made “a remarkable turnaround ... from what was a very
sad story” immediately in the
wake of Hurricane Katrina in 2005.
As for grants to states and
localities, Chertoff reiterated,
“Our commitment is to be riskbased, and that means while we
don’t put all the money into the
high-risk areas; we do lean more
toward” such areas.
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“Any additional
change prior to the
2008 presidential
election is likely
to place an
additional burden on
the already very
stressed system.”
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Your Designer Spring Apparel
Tues/Wed/Thurs from 10-5
Walk-in • No Appointment Needed
GREENWOOD
On S.R. 135, just south of County Line Rd.
next to Four Seasons Restaurant

OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK!
Store Hrs: Mon. 10-6 • Tues/Wed/Thurs 10-7
Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5

www.selectiveseconds.com • 317.888.2300
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BY TRENT JACOBS
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti
Hundreds of U.N. peacekeepers
raided Haiti’s largest and most
violent slum Friday, seizing a
portion of it in a six-hour gunbattle that left a gang member dead
and two soldiers wounded, officials said.
More than 700 heavily armed
blue-helmeted troops from seven
countries participated in the predawn raid on Port-au-Prince’s
sprawling Cite Soleil slum, entering the mazelike shantytown in
armored vehicles and on foot as
U.N. helicopters circled above.
The peacekeepers seized several
abandoned buildings in a section
known as “Boston” that had been
used by gangs to stage attacks.
The raid sparked an intense firefight within the densely populated
slum of 300,000 people.
Two U.N. soldiers — from Brazil and Bolivia — were slightly
wounded, one by gunfire and the
other in an unspecified incident
unrelated to the fighting, U.N.
spokesman Jean-Jacques Simon
said.
The spokesman said U.N.
troops killed one suspected gang
member and wounded four others.
“There will be no tolerance for
the kidnappings, harassment and
terror carried out by criminal

Those extra inches around your waist
can be as life threatening as stage II cancer.
AP PHOTO

A U.N. peacekeeper holds a tear
gas grenade as residents protest at
the slum of Cite-Soleil in Port-auPrince on Friday.
gangs,” said Maj. Gen. Carlos
Alberto Dos Santos Cruz, the
Brazilian commander of the
9,000-strong international force.
“I will continue to cleanse these
areas of the gangs who are robbing the people of their security.”
Friday’s raid was one of the
biggest in months by peacekeepers, who were sent to the troubled Caribbean country more
than two years ago to quell violence in the chaos of a 2004 revolt
that toppled former President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide.
Dos Santos, speaking earlier
from Cite Soleil as gunfire still
echoed through the streets, said
gang members fired thousands of
rounds at peacekeepers. Peacekeepers returned fire and at one
point could be seen using a
sniper to fire into the slum from
a water tower.

Greenwood Little League
Baseball Tryouts
Saturday February 10 & February 17, 2007
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Greenwood Middle School North Gym
Tryouts are for those players who are 7 years old and will be playing in “A”
Division up to 8th Graders.
Greenwood Little League will also accept registrations at tryouts. Cost for
ﬁrst player is $55.00 and $50.00 for each additional player (must be a sibling).
G.L.L. also provides a Challenger Division which is designed for physically
and mentally challenged youth. The cost for the Challenger Division is $35.00
per player.
For questions, additional information, or sponsor packets, please call our
voice mail at 767-0886. You may also visit our website at
http://eteamz.active.com/greenwoodll.

While any excessive weight gain is dangerous to your health,
weight around the middle concerns doctors the most. In fact,
if you’re a woman with a 37” waist or a man with a 40” waist,
the risk to your health may be equal to someone with stage II
cancer. Other serious weight-related problems include
diabetes, heart disease, osteoarthritis, asthma and infertility.
Fortunately, though, there is something you can do about it.
Our Bariatric Care Center provides weight management
treatments that range from noninvasive, self-directed
programs to surgical options.
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Attend our FREE EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS > February 13, 6 PM - 8 PM > February 22, 10 AM - 12 Noon > Call 866.837.0531 to register

Selecting a Permanent
Resting Place Deserves
Thoughtful Reflection.
We invite you to consider Forest Lawn
Memory Gardens and Funeral Home, where
our compassionate professionals meet all
of your funeral needs at the area’s only
combination funeral home/cemetery.
At a time of need – or for preplanning – many decisions must be
made. That’s why Forest Lawn Memory Gardens and Funeral Home
is the wise choice. Visitation, memorial or chapel services and a
gravesite, or cremation, are arranged effortlessly and compassionately
with our staff of fully licensed professionals, easing your burden
during a difﬁcult time.
Because we follow stringent cemetery guidelines, you can be assured
of surroundings that are professionally maintained, beautifully
preserved and funded to assure upkeep for generations.

Got a news tip?
The Daily Journal’s best story ideas come
from you, our readers.
Call our news tip phone line at 736-2712
or send an e-mail to newstips@thejournalnet.com.

Forest Lawn Memory Gardens and Funeral Home.
A place of beauty to be proud of.
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MEMORY GARDENS & FUNERAL HOME
1977 S. SR 135 • Greenwood, Indiana 46143 • (317) 535-9003

www.forestlawncemetery-fh.com

