DAILY JOURNAL, JOHNSON COUNTY, IND.

THE WAR IN IRAQ

58 Shiites killed on holy day
Millions turn
out for key
ceremony rituals
BY BASSEM MROUE
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Iraq
Bombers struck Shiite worshippers in two cities Tuesday and
gunmen ambushed a busload of
pilgrims in a series of attacks that
killed at least 58 people as more
than 2 million Shiites jammed
major shrines for ceremonies
marking Ashoura, the holiest day
of the Shiite calendar.
The bloodshed took place
despite heightened security following a battle with messianic Shiites
who authorities said planned a
large assault on Ashoura ceremonies. With security so intense
at the main venues, extremists
chose targets in smaller cities
where safety measures were less
stringent.
In the deadliest attack, a suicide bomber blew himself up
among a crowd of worshippers
entering a Shiite mosque in
Mandali near the Iranian border,
killing 26 people and wounding 47,
according to police. At least 12
more died and 28 were wounded
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Iraqi pilgrims carry religious flags during Ashoura, an important period
of mourning for Shiites, in Karbala, Iraq, on Tuesday. Bombers struck
worshippers, killing 58 people.
when a bomb exploded in a
garbage can as Shiites were performing outdoor rituals in the
largely Kurdish city of Khanaqin,
police said.
In Baghdad, gunmen in two
cars opened fire on a bus carrying
pilgrims to the capital’s most
important Shiite shrine, killing
seven and wounding seven, police
said. Hours later, mortar shells
rained down on two mostly Sunni
neighborhoods, killing nine and
wounding 30 in what police said
appeared to be a reprisal attack.
One person was killed in a mortar attack on a Shiite neighbor-

hood, police said. A Shiite man
was shot dead in Baghdad and
two policemen were killed in a
bombing in Mosul, police said.
At an Arab League meeting in
Tunisia, Iraqi Interior Minister
Jawad al-Bolani asked other Arab
countries to set aside room in their
hospitals for wounded Iraqi police.
Intense security prevented
major violence in the Shiite holy
cities of Karbala and Najaf,
venues for the biggest and most
important Ashoura commemorations. Police found eight bodies
Tuesday of people slain by sectarian death squads in Baghdad, the

Republicans challenge Bush on war powers
BY LAURIE KELLMAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON
A Senate Republican on Tuesday
directly challenged President
Bush’s declaration that “I am
the
decisionmaker” on issues
of war.
“I would suggest respectfully
to the president
that he is not the
sole decider,”
Sen. Arlen Spect- SPECTER
er, R-Pa., said
during a hearing on Congress’ war
powers amid an increasingly
harsh debate over Iraq war policy.
“(Being) the decider is a shared
and joint responsibility,” Specter
said.
The question of whether to use
its power over the government’s
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he was the sole decision
maker on war issues

purse strings to force an end to the
war in Iraq, and under what conditions, is among the issues faced
by the newly empowered Democratic majority in Congress and
even some of the president’s political allies.
No one challenges the notion
that Congress can stop a war by
canceling its funding.
In fact, Vice President Dick
Cheney challenged Congress to
back up its objections to Bush’s
plan to put 21,500 more troops in

Iraq by zeroing out the war budget.
Underlying Cheney’s gambit is
the consensus understanding that
such a drastic move is doubtful
because it would be fraught with
political peril.
But there are other legislative
options to force the war’s end, say
majority Democrats and some of
Bush’s traditional Republican
allies.
The alternatives range from
capping the number of troops permitted in Iraq to cutting off funding for troop deployments beyond
a certain date or setting an end
date for the war.
“The Constitution makes Congress a coequal branch of government. It’s time we start acting like
it,” said Sen. Russell Feingold, DWis., who is chairing a hearing
Tuesday on Congress’ war powers
and forwarding legislation to eventually prohibit funding for the
deployment of troops to Iraq.
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lowest single-day total in months.
Ashoura ceremonies mark the
7th-century death of Imam
Hussein, grandson of the Prophet
Mohammad, in a battle near
Karbala that cemented the SunniShiite schism. Worshippers beat
themselves with chains, slice their
heads with knives and pound their
chests in expressions of grief over
the death of Imam Hussein.
More than 1.5 million pilgrims,
mostly Iraqis but from as far away
as India and Pakistan, jammed
the southern city of Karbala for
the Ashoura commemorations,
according to provincial Gov. Akeel
al-Khazaali. Hundreds of thousands more joined rituals in Najaf,
Baghdad and other cities.
In Karbala, all private transport
was banned, including bicycles,
and pilgrims had to submit to
body-searches at dozens of checkpoints before reaching the two
golden-domed shrines of Imam
Hussein and his half brother
Imam Abbas. U.S. unmanned surveillance aircraft flew over the
city to look for signs of trouble, alKhazaali said.
Security has been tight at
Ashoura commemorations since a
string of bombings and suicide
attacks killed at least 181 people
at Shiite shrines in Baghdad and
Karbala in 2004. Last year’s
Ashoura commemorations were
largely peaceful, but suicide
bombers killed 55 Shiites in 2005.
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Oven Roasted Turkey Breast .........$4.29/lb.
Eckrich
Honey Ham ...............................$3.99/lb.
Eckrich
Baby Swiss Cheese ......................$3.99/lb.
Rib Eye Steaks ...........................$7.99/lb.
New York Steaks ........................$7.99/lb.
Sirloin Steaks.............................$4.99/lb.
Beef Tenderloin Steaks ................$8.99/lb.
Whole Beef Tenderloin.................$6.99/lb.
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