
when they notice a police car at
the side of the road. 

Others roll through the stop
sign, without stopping long
enough to see down the tracks.

The excuses are all the same:
The driver didn’t see anything com-
ing, they were in a hurry, or they

swear that they stopped at the sign.
Johnson County sheriff’s dep-

uty Steve Wray doesn’t argue
with them; he just writes a ticket
or a warning.

“I’m not there to lecture them or
give them a hard time,” he said.

Since the accident, Wray esti-
mates he’s written more than 10
tickets and warnings. Kruke-
meier wrote at least five in the
span of a few hours.

Deputies often make it a point
to patrol areas where serious or

fatal accidents have occurred. 
For a short time, drivers slow

down or obey stop signs like
they should. A week later,
motorists stop noticing and go
back to the way they usually
drive, Krukemeier said.

He thinks the railroad crossings
at Smokey Row and Stones Cros-
sing roads need crossing arms and
flashing lights to make motorists
stop when a train is approaching. 

For now, tickets will help get
drivers’ attention, Krukemeier

and Wray said.
“I don’t want anyone else to get

hit. I don’t like to see train acci-
dents,” said Wray, who was
called out to the vehicle-train
accident in which Travis and
Jake Findley were killed.

Regardless of the excuse, peo-
ple need to stop at the crossing to
be able to see if a train is com-
ing, Krukemeier said.

“I guess everybody’s in a big
hurry, but they just need to slow
down and get there,” he said. 
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MARKETS

The stock report after the close of markets
Monday:

price change -x
The AES Group 22.50 +0.22 
AT&T Corp. 37.50 +0.50 
Alcoa 35.36 +0.28 
Allstate 61.45 +0.17 
ArvinMeritor 19.30 -0.45 
Best Buy 48.63 -0.67 
Boston Scientific 16.77 -0.35 
BP Amoco 63.91 +0.75 
Comm Health Sys 38.11 -0.73 
Cummins 142.80 -1.85 
DaimlerChrysler 70.60 -0.32 
Diageo 82.02 -0.04 
Duff & Phelps 10.98 +0.11 
Duke Energy 20.01 +0.10 
Exxon Mobil 75.42 +0.20 
Fifth Third Bank 40.71 +0.13 
First Indiana Bank 22.59 -0.60 
General Electric 35.31 +0.21 
General Motors 33.99 -0.27 
Heartland Bancshrs 14.75 — 
IBM 96.87 -0.86 
Irwin Bank 21.24 -0.13 
KeyCorp. 38.88 -0.20 
Kimball Int’l CIB 21.22 -1.19 
Kroger 25.75 +0.08 
Lilly Co. 54.37 +0.16 
Lincoln Bancorp 19.37 -0.17 
MainSource 17.44 +0.12 
National City Corp. 38.15 -0.04 
Navistar 45.38 — 
Owens-Illinois 23.81 +0.15 
Pepsico 64.43 -0.15 
Phelps Dodge 127.43 +0.88 
Sara Lee Corp. 17.17 -0.08 
Schlumberger 65.12 +0.54 
Sprint Corp. 19.46 +0.19 
Third Century Bncp 11.90 — 
Vectren 28.39 +0.06 
Verizon 38.40 -0.01 
Wal-Mart 49.96 +0.39 
Walt Disney 35.03 -0.11 
WellPoint 81.14 -0.36 

The Associated Press
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WEATHER AccuWeather.com

AccuWeather® five-day forecast for Johnson County

Regional summary

Today in weather historyTM

Regional cities

Almanac

Weekly temperatures

National weather today

National cities

River stages

Sun and moon

Air quality

AccuWeather UV IndexTM

TODAY

Intervals of
clouds and
sunshine.

42-46 25-29

WEDNESDAY

Sunshine giving
way to clouds.

THURSDAY

Mainly cloudy
and breezy with

a shower.

FRIDAY

Breezy with
considerable
cloudiness.

SATURDAY

Mostly cloudy
with snow

flurries; cold.

High .......................................... 34°
Low .......................................... 31°
Normal high .............................. 44°
Normal low .............................. 26°
Record high ................ 68° in 1998
Record low .................. -6° in 1963

24 hrs. ending 5 p.m. yest. .... trace
Month to date ........................ 2.77”
Normal month to date ............ 2.21”
Year to date .......................... 7.18”
Normal year to date .............. 4.69”

Statistics for Indianapolis through 5 p.m. yesterday.
Temperature

Precipitation

Full Last New First

Mar 3 Mar 11 Mar 18 Mar 25

Sunrise today .................. 7:21 a.m.
Sunset tonight ................. 6:34 p.m.
Moonrise today ............... 2:17 p.m.
Moonset today ................ 5:10 a.m.

3

Low Moderate Very HighHigh Extreme

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11+

Values indicate the exposure to the sun's ultraviolet rays.
Highest Today in Johnson County

Snow IceFlurriesRain T-stormsShowers����
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��� Cold front
Warm front

Stationary front

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.
-10s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110s

Heating Degree Days

Yesterday ................................... 37
Indianapolis Source: IAPC

0-50, Good;  51-100, Moderate; 101-151,
Unhealthy (sens. grps.); 151-200; Unhealthy 

Indianapolis/Greenwood: Clouds and sun today. Partly cloudy tonight. Periods of
sun tomorrow. Thursday: Mostly cloudy and breezy with a shower possible.
Edinburgh/Franklin: Clouds and sun today. Partly cloudy tonight. Clouds and sun
tomorrow. Thursday: Rather cloudy and breezy with a shower possible.

On Feb. 27, 1717, the first in a series of storms to hit New England struck Boston. The
city was snowbound for three weeks with a total of 36 inches from the great snow.

Average dir./speed WNW at 10.3 mph
Highest speed ................................ 17

Wind

Yesterday’s average .............. 75%
Today’s average .................... 60%

Humidity

Weather (w): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-
cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice. 

Albany, NY 31/23/sf 36/15/pc
Atlanta 67/42/s 63/51/s
Atlantic City 40/35/sn 47/28/pc
Baltimore 43/31/c 52/34/pc
Boston 36/31/sn 40/28/pc
Buffalo 35/29/sn 34/24/pc
Burlington, VT 31/7/s 34/16/pc
Champaign 32/30/sf 48/39/pc
Charleston, SC 75/55/s 68/56/s
Cheyenne 40/26/pc 34/15/sn
Chicago 34/30/sf 42/32/c
Cleveland 35/33/sf 41/31/pc
Columbia, SC 69/40/s 64/45/s
Columbus, GA 73/39/s 70/54/s
Dallas 79/43/s 80/51/pc
Denver 50/24/pc 39/17/sn
Des Moines 33/21/sf 42/27/sn
Detroit 37/32/sn 37/28/c
El Paso 70/49/s 70/42/pc
Fairbanks -2/-16/c -7/-28/s
Honolulu 79/69/pc 80/69/pc

Houston 81/41/pc 75/62/pc
Jacksonville 80/59/pc 71/57/s
Kansas City 44/26/pc 58/32/c
Las Vegas 64/46/s 56/36/pc
Los Angeles 65/51/pc 58/44/c
Louisville 48/37/pc 56/50/s
Memphis 66/34/pc 70/59/s
Miami 84/71/sh 84/70/pc
Milwaukee 37/30/sn 32/29/sn
Minneapolis 32/26/sf 32/20/sn
Nashville 57/31/sh 65/52/s
New Orleans 76/47/pc 76/63/pc
New York 39/31/sn 45/33/pc
Philadelphia 36/32/c 48/30/pc
Phoenix 68/46/s 63/43/pc
St. Louis 47/30/pc 57/46/c
Salt Lake City 42/30/c 34/23/sf
San Francisco 55/48/r 53/42/sh
Seattle 44/38/sh 43/34/c
Tampa 79/66/r 76/58/s
Washington, DC 42/32/pc 52/36/pc

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Yest. Wed. Yest. Wed.

Anderson 34/30/c 46/31/pc
Bloomington 44/34/c 52/42/s
Chicago 34/30/sf 42/32/c
Cincinnati 45/34/c 54/36/s
Evansville 44/33/pc 57/49/s
Fort Wayne 33/31/sf 41/33/pc
Gary 39/30/sf 40/32/pc

Indianapolis 37/31/c 49/42/pc
Kokomo 39/30/sf 45/30/pc
Lafayette 36/31/sf 48/38/pc
Louisville 48/37/pc 56/50/s
Muncie 36/30/sf 45/36/pc
South Bend 31/31/sf 41/31/pc
Terre Haute 40/32/c 51/42/pc

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Yest. Wed. Yest. Wed.

Fld: flood stage. Stage: in feet at 7 a.m.
Monday. Chg: change in previous 24 hours.

Mooresville 9 12.05 +3.31
White River
Station Fld Stage Chg

Edinburgh 12 9.48 +2.79
White River (East Fork) thejournalnet.com

Regional weather

Columbus
46/26

Cincinnati
47/28

Louisville
51/33

Dayton
42/28

Lafayette
40/27
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45/28

Champaign
43/25
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Greenwood
44/27

Edinburgh
44/27

Franklin
44/27

Indianapolis
44/29
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South Bend
38/25Gary

37/26

Chicago
36/23

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are
today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc.

Wind Chill Today
How cold it feels based on temperature and wind speed.

8 a.m. Noon 4 p.m.
26° 36° 40°

Index of energy consumption indicating how many
degrees the average temperature was below 65 degrees
for the day with negative values countingas zero

Yesterday ................................... 32
Month to date ......................... 1187
Normal month to date .............. 897

Indiana yesterday:
High .............. 44° in Evansville
Low .................. 30° in Warsaw

State Extremes

49-53 34-38 19-2340-44 23-2757-61 35-3939-43

Weather TriviaTM

What is a growler?

Asmall iceberg about the size of a
grand piano.

Wall Street
NEW YORK — The Dow Jones indus-

trial average fell 15.22, or 0.12 percent, to
12,632.26. The Standard & Poor’s 500
index was down 1.82, or 0.13 percent, at
1,449.37, and the Nasdaq composite index
fell 10.58, or 0.42 percent, to 2,504.52.

881-5961
FREE

HEATING, 
AIR CONDITIONING, PLUMBING 
& DRAIN CLEANING EXPERTS!

Heating: 375-2175 
Plumbing: 881-5961

*With repair, an $89 value. Not valid with timed 
service options. Coupon must be presented at 
time of service. Cannot be combined with other 
offers. Offer expires 2/28/07. SL0107

FREE! FREE!

*With repair, an $79 value. Not valid with timed service 
options. Coupon must be presented at time of service. 
Cannot be combined with other offers. Plumbing 
License #CP88900054. Offer expires 2/28/07. SL0107

CORRECTIONS
• Edinburgh Clerk-Treasurer

Jackie Smith is an independent.
This information was incorrect in
Friday’s Daily Journal. 

• Richard and Linda Isley are
Franklin residents. This information
was incorrect in their letter to the
editor Saturday.

• Franklin Community High
School basketball player Ranon
Madison was incorrectly identi-
fied in a photo caption Saturday. 

• The Evansville Mater Dei
Wildcats won the IHSAA team
state wrestling championship at
Center Grove on Saturday. The
school’s nickname was incorrect
in a story Monday. 

Here are the winning numbers select-
ed Monday in the Hoosier Lottery:

Daily Three Midday: 9-7-5.
Daily Four Midday: 0-0-3-1.
Lucky Five Midday: 2-9-23-25-28.
Here are the winning numbers select-

ed Sunday in the Hoosier Lottery:
Daily Three Evening: 7-8-9.
Daily Four Evening: 9-8-9-2.
Lucky Five Evening: 2-3-4-8-28.
Hoosier Lotto jackpot: $18.5 million.
Powerball jackpot: $90 million.
Visit www.thejournalnet.com or read

Wednesday’s Daily Journal for Monday
evening’s Hoosier Lottery drawings.

LOTTERY

the state tracks the cases a few
doctors report.

About 40 doctors statewide
make reports, and cases are up
one percentage point this year,
Richards said. She stressed it’s
not a dramatic increase and that
there’s no cause for alarm. 

Seasonal flu can affect up to
one in five people, according to
the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. 

The flu is a respiratory infection
caused by a virus, just like a cold.
But flu symptoms tend to be more
severe than those of a cold. Signs of
the flu include a dry cough, chills,
chest discomfort and headaches.
Those suffering from the flu can
expect a stuffy nose, sore throat
and body aches. Fever typically
runs just above 100 degrees for
three to four days. Fatigue can con-
tinue for days or even weeks. 

Two strains of flu are present in
Indiana, Richards said. But their
symptoms are the same, she said. 

Flu sufferers should call a doc-
tor if symptoms last longer than
two weeks or if they cough with
thick, yellow-green mucus.

The elderly and those with con-
ditions such as heart disease and
diabetes should always see a doc-
tor when they come down with
the flu because of risks of compli-
cations, Bullington said.

The flu can’t be avoided, but
experts recommend people wash
their hands frequently, and infect-
ed people should stay home when
possible so it doesn’t spread.

“Washing your hands is really
the best thing you can do,” said
Bea Chandler, the director of
nursing for the Johnson County
Health Department. “Frequent
hand washing prevents a lot of
communicable diseases.”

Chandler also recommended
people cover their mouths when
sneezing and use disposable tis-
sues rather than handkerchiefs. 

• Flu
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

Police aren’t sure when the dri-
ver and his acquaintance realized
Sheridan had fallen out of the
truck, he said.

Sheridan’s friend noticed he wasn’t
there when the vehicle stopped and
he got out, Pitcher said.

The friend then called for help.
Pitcher would not say whom he
called or at what location he got
out of the truck. The friend did
not immediately call 911, he said.

Jerry Smith, who lives in an
apartment near where Sheridan’s
body was found, noticed the man
lying on a snow pile on the side
of the road and called police.

Police want to talk to the driver
and his acquaintance, who are
described as being in their early
20s, and get more information
about what happened, Pitcher said. 

Investigators plan to review
surveillance tapes at nearby busi-
nesses to see if any caught the
accident or could help police
locate the truck.

Sheridan was pronounced dead at
the scene. The cause of death was a
closed head blunt force injury. 

Police originally were unsure if
Sheridan had been struck by a
vehicle that left the scene.

An autopsy revealed the head
injury as the cause of death and
found no other serious injuries.
Police didn’t find vehicle pieces
near where Sheridan was found. 

Anyone with information can
call the Greenwood Police De-
partment at 882-9191 or leave a
message at the anonymous tip
line at 865-0300. 

• Truck
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

decided in 2004 to close the
Franklin plant.

“Meritor took Arvin, sucked
them dry and threw them to the
dogs,” Whited said recently.

When the companies merged,
the executives told employees not
to worry and that plenty of job
opportunities would be available,
he said.

V. William Hunt, Arvin’s chair-
man, president and chief execu-
tive officer, said when the merg-
er was announced that he did not
expect any layoffs as a result of
the merger.

But four months after share-
holders of both companies
approved the union, ArvinMeritor
announced it would cut 1,500 jobs
due to “weak market conditions”
and “post-merger initiatives to
combine facilities.”

That announcement was soon
followed by further restructuring
actions, including job cuts and the
sale and closing of businesses and
operations in Ohio, Utah, Tenne-
ssee, Columbus and Franklin.

“These decisions are never
easy, but they are necessary if we
are to remain competitive,” Juan
De La Riva, president of the com-
pany’s Light Vehicle Systems
group, said at the time the
Franklin closing was announced

Some of the Franklin employees
went to work for ArvinMeritor at
the Gladstone plant in Columbus;
some took early retirement; some
were left jobless.

Whited, 58 at the time, said he
took early retirement with a
four-year penalty.

For the past 1½ years, the
Whiteland resident has worked
for Edinburgh manufacturer
Sacoma.

He’s glad to have a job, but he
said he makes $4 less per hour,
and the benefits don’t come close
to what he had at Arvin. He had

four weeks vacation there. Now
he gets one.

“That’s what happened to a lot
of them that didn’t go to
Gladstone,” Whited said.

He runs into some of his old
comrades once in a while.

Especially the old-timers —
and there were a lot of them —
say their new jobs are more
demanding, that their employers
frown on too many doctor
appointments, especially on
weekdays, Whited said.

Other businesses have suf-
fered, too, he said. Some bars
and restaurants that were sup-
ported by the Arvin crowd have
closed or reduced their hours.

The Corner Café, for example,
about two blocks from the plant,
depended on Arvin employees for
lunch and dinner business.

Since the Arvin plant’s demise,
business has plunged about 70
percent, said Janet Parton, who
has owned the place for more
than 23 years.

“The last year was really

hard,” she said. “We always sur-
vived by Arvin.”

A lot of them worked at the plant
for 25 years or more, she said.

“They gave their life to the
company.”

Franklin Mayor Brenda Jones-
Matthews said, “When you lose
that many jobs, it’s a huge effect
on the community.

“People never thought that
plant would close.”

Yet, even Whited said his ini-
tial anger and disappointment
have subsided somewhat.

“It wasn’t as big a devastation
(as) we figured it would be,” he
said.

He is glad to see the building is
housing some new businesses.

Jones-Matthews, mayor since
June 2005, said the facility holds
smaller companies engaged in
logistics and vinyl extrusion,
though employment is nowhere
near 850.

Joe Csikos, Franklin planning
director, said the closing shocked
everyone initially.

However, its repercussions
have been muted by expansions
of other businesses, such as auto
parts maker Aisin U.S.A. and
Interstate Warehousing, a frozen
food products company.

Two more plants in the
Franklin Industrial Park, north
of the former Arvin plant, are
coming. One will provide hyd-
raulic assemblies for Toyota,
including the forklift plant near
Walesboro.

“We haven’t seen tremendous
long-term effects,” Csikos said.

But for Whited, thoughts of the
Arvin plant, its history and his
family’s connection to it elicit a
sentimental yearning to an unre-
coverable period.

Most people in Franklin have
some connection to the plant, he
said. If they didn’t work there
themselves, one of their family
members or friends probably did.

When a plant like that closes,
Whited said, it also affects the
community in ways that cannot
be counted or seen. 

• Family
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• Safety
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Critics blast film’s claims about Jesus

NEW YORK 
Filmmakers and researchers

unveiled two ancient stone boxes
they said may have once con-
tained the remains of Jesus and
Mary Magdalene, but several
scholars derided the claims
made in a new documentary as
unfounded and contradictory to
basic Christian beliefs. 

“The Lost Tomb of Jesus,” pro-
duced by Oscar-winning director
James Cameron and scheduled
to air next week on the Discovery
Channel, argues that 10 small
caskets, called ossuaries, discov-
ered in 1980 in a Jerusalem sub-
urb may have held the bones of
Jesus and his family. 

One of the caskets even bears
the title, “Judah, son of Jesus,”
hinting that Jesus may have had
a son, according to the film. The
claim that Jesus even had an
ossuary contradicts the Christian
belief that he was resurrected

and ascended to heaven. 
A panel of scholars that joined

the filmmakers Monday at the
New York Public Library add-
ressed that criticism and others. 

James Tabor, a professor of
religious studies at the University

of North Carolina at Charlotte,
said that while literal interpreters
of the Bible say Jesus’ physical
body rose from the dead, “one
might affirm resurrection in a
more spiritual way in which the
husk of the body is left behind.” 

But Albert Mohler, president of
the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, said Christianity “has
always understood the physical
resurrection of Christ to be at the
very center of the faith.” 

Most Christians believe Jesus’
body spent three days at the site
of the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher in Jerusalem’s Old
City. The burial site identified in
Cameron’s documentary is in a
southern Jerusalem neighbor-
hood nowhere near the church. 

The film’s claims have raised
the ire of Christian leaders in the
Holy Land. 

Stephen Pfann, a biblical scholar
at the University of the Holy Land
in Jerusalem who was interviewed
in the documentary, said the film’s
hypothesis holds little weight. 

“I don’t think that Christians
are going to buy into this,” Pfann
said. “But skeptics, in general,
would like to see something that
pokes holes into the story that so
many people hold dear.” 

Jacobovici said the ossuaries
did not initially seem extraordi-
nary because the names on them
were all common. 

But the filmmakers had statis-
ticians calculate the likelihood
that any other family in first-cen-
tury Jerusalem would have had
that cluster of names. 

“The numbers range from 1 in
100 to 1 in 1,000 that there is some
other family,” said Andrey
Feuerverger, a professor of mathe-
matics at the University of Toronto. 

Osnat Goaz, a spokeswoman
for the Israeli government
agency responsible for archaeolo-
gy, said the Antiquities Authority
agreed to send two ossuaries to
New York, where they were dis-
played at Monday’s news confer-
ence, “but it doesn’t mean that
we agree with” the filmmakers.

BY KAREN MATTHEWS

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AP PHOTO

Filmmaker James Cameron dis-
cusses a documentary that claims
to have discovered the tomb of
Jesus and his family.


