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AUTO RACING

‘Dale’ captures Earnhardt, warts and all
NASCAR legend’s family ‘blown away’ by movie that shows racer’s sensitive side
BY JENNA FRYER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHARLOTTE, N.C.
Nearly six years after his
death, Dale Earnhardt’s family is
finally in total agreement about
something: The biography “Dale”
definitively captures the life of
NASCAR’s seven-time champion.
“I was amazed, blown away,”
Dale Earnhardt Jr. said of the
movie that opened this week.
“Couldn’t believe how good it
turned out.”
Produced by NASCAR Images
and CMT Films and narrated by
Paul Newman, the documentary
allows Earnhardt to tell his own
story. Made with raw footage —
much of it long forgotten, some
of it never before seen — the film
is spliced together around a
reflective interview Earnhardt
did one day while fishing on his
North Carolina farm.
Using racing scenes, photos,
present-day interviews and old
family videos, the film chronicles
Earnhardt’s rise from an eighthgrade dropout living in a depressed mill town to a NASCAR hero.
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members work on his car Oct. 13, 2000. A documentary
about the racer’s life was released this week.

NASCAR driver Dale Earnhardt looks out of the garage
at the Talladega (Ala.) Superspeedway while crew
He was killed on the final lap of
the 2001 Daytona 500 at age 49.
“I was thinking, ‘What have I
not seen? Am I just going to be
sitting through a whole bunch of
stuff I’ve already watched?”
Earnhardt Jr. said. “But all the

footage that they got, the entire
movie, I’d never seen any of it
before. If it felt behind-the-scenes
for me, imagine how it’s going to
feel for the fans.”
The project was a collaboration
with Earnhardt’s widow, Teresa,

and car owner Richard Childress,
who have been reluctant to authorize or endorse Earnhardt projects. Childress refused to watch
the first Earnhardt movie, ESPN’s
“3,” which Teresa described as
“someone’s dramatic piece.”

But the two people closest to
The Intimidator had no qualms
about this project.
“Richard and I both knew that
they respected Dale as much as
we did, and we felt very confident
in their motive in doing this,”
Teresa Earnhardt said. “This is
the first thing that I know of that’s
endorsed, and I really think people will love it when they see it.
“It just shows a lot of the raw
Dale, and that Dale’s personality
was more than just the racing
champion.”
“Dale” will be released as
NASCAR moves across the country this season, opening in theaters
near each week’s race. It will air
on CMT later in the year and eventually be released on DVD.
The story traces Earnhardt’s
life from birth until death, with a
never-before-seen in-car camera
shot from the second before he
hits the wall in Daytona. And it
doesn’t sugarcoat the controversies or criticisms that shadowed
his career and his personal life.
Video footage shows the strained
relationship he had with a young
Dale Jr., who desperately longed
for his father’s attention but often

was squeezed out of the spotlight.
But there are tender moments,
too, including a scene where
Earnhardt tries to teach his son to
water ski and another where a
young Junior pretends to interview his father in Victory Lane.
There’s a part in which Earnhardt professes his adoration for
Teresa and, after often failing as a
father to his first three children,
scenes show him flourishing in
the role with youngest daughter
Taylor Nicole.
“Time is really short to spread
between a family, home, racing,
the dealership, the farm,” he
says in the movie. “You just try
to have something for the future
for the wife and the kids if something happens to me.”
The film shows a sensitive side
to the hard-nosed racer, and it’s
sure to surprise many fans. He
regrets dropping out of school
and, despite his success on the
racetrack, professes a constant
fear of it all falling apart one day.
It’s why, despite 76 career wins
and more than $41 million in
earnings, he continued to labor
on his farm each week and did
most of the chores himself.
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Lotus Garden
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Enjoy a relaxing evening and delicious meal at the Lotus Garden Chinese restaurant in Greenwood.

LOTUS
GARDEN

CHINESE & AMERICAN RESTAURANT
TROPICAL LOUNGE • ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BUFFET

10 OFF
%

YOUR
NEXT MEAL
(Drinks & tax excluded)

Must present coupon. Expires 2-28-07

49 W. MERCATOR DR. • GREENWOOD • 881-5531
(in the Shopping Center across from Kmart on US 31)
Sun-Thurs 1am-10pm Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

otus Garden invites you to come in
and relax with a great meal in our
ﬁne dining restaurant or stop in for
a quick meal at our Chinese buffet.
The restaurant has been a ﬁxture in Greenwood
for more than 40 years and is owned and
operated by the Tam brothers.
The main dining room is an elegant setting, yet
casual enough for “everyday” dining. Enjoy
all the traditional Lotus Garden favorites such
as the Chef’s Special, Happy Family, Teriyaki
Chicken and Hong Kong Filet. If it’s spicy
you crave, try the Szechuan Chicken or StirFried Spicy Shrimp. Family dinners include
appetizers, dinner entree, dinner rolls and
fried rice. If you’re in the mood for traditional
American fare, try the broiled pork chops,
roasted turkey, ﬁlet of sole, broiled salmon,
burger, or T-bone or sirloin steak. These meals
are served with dinner rolls, salad and your
choice of potato side dish.
Lotus Garden’s menu features vegetarian,
tofu, seafood, pork, chicken, duck and beef
selections, as well as a wide selection of
appetizers, soup, side orders and desserts. Stop
in to see the full menu.
The buffet, set up in the coffee shop, was
designed for the diner in a hurry. It features a
salad bar, appetizers (crab Rangoon, wings,
soy sauce chicken, BBQ pork, egg rolls,

La Trattoria

$5 OFF
2 Dinners

Offer Valid
Tues, Wed & Thurs. Only

BARGERSVILLE
226 So. SR 135

GREENWOOD
201 N. Madison Ave.

422-9909

859-0487

Now
www.latrattoria1.com www.latrattoria2.com
Taking
Expires 2-8-07
Reservations
Hours: Tues-Wed-Thurs 4-9pm, Fri 4-10, Sat. 11am-10pm
Bargersville Only Open Sun. 12-Lounge, 4pm-Dining Room
for
Credit Cards accepted. Must present coupon.
Valentine’s
Dine in only. Kids meals excluded. Not valid with other offers.
Day
CARRY OUT AVAILABLE

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
2239 North Morton St.
Franklin, IN 46131-9601

(317) 736-4214

50% OFF any one pizza
Must present coupon. Expires 2-28-07

2770 N. Morton

736-5500

hot and sour soup, won ton soup, etc.), more
than 10 of your favorite Lotus Garden entrees
(including BBQ pork, Szechuan beef, General’s
Chicken, shrimp, lo-mein noodles and snow
crab legs) and desserts. Lunch is available from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. for just $5.95 and dinner from
4 to 8:30 p.m. for $7.95. The coffee shop menu
is also available. Try the buffet to sample some
Chinese entrees that you haven’t tried before.
You may ﬁnd a new favorite!
Stop in to Lotus Garden for a quick meal in
the Chinese buffet, for a relaxed meal in the
main dining room with family and friends, or
for drinks in the Tropical Lounge. The Tropical
Lounge features many “tropical” drinks,
including the Mai Tai, a special blend of light
and dark rums with tropical punch, the Flaming
Tiki Bowl, an exotic brew with eight different
liquors that can be shared by four people, the
Rum Cow, a coconut ﬂavored mix with blended
rums served in a coconut cup, and many other
tropical refreshments. The lounge also carries
two types of imported beers, including Tsingtao
from China, and 14 domestic brands.
Host your holiday party at Lotus Garden. Call
881-5531 for details.
Lotus Garden Restaurant is located at 49 W.
Mercator Drive near the shops at Greenwood
Centre (just south of Smith Valley Road and
Madison Avenue).

Business Hours
Sun, Mon, Tues 11am-9:30pm
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 11am-10:30pm
To Indy
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US 31
Commerce Drive

1/2 Price
Offer expires 2-28-07

Lowes

Retail
Stores

map not to scale

Buy One
Combination
Dinner and get the
second at

To Franklin

Walmart

Saturdays: Reg. Margarita & All Beer $2.00 Each

Family Restaurant • Non-Smoking • Dine In • Carry Out

All You Can Eat
Fish Friday $6.99
House Special

MEATLOAF
$5.95

M

-F
on

Hand Breaded
Tenderloin Sandwich

ri

4

$ .99
Hours: 6am-8pm Mon - Sat

1000 Hurricane St., Franklin
(Across from The Old Arvin Building)

317-736-6186

Restaurant Guide
Deadlines
Every Tuesday
at Noon

