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Matlock Ford

2004 

Ford Ranger XLT
V6, CD Player

Ext. Cab, Black, 5 Speed, Bed Cover

$11,995

6073A

2140 N Morton St • Franklin, Indiana

736-5185

PERSONAL BANKING • BUSINESS BANKING • INVESTMENTS • MORTGAGE LOANS

CUT 
your PAYMENTS.

*The posted rate includes the standard 1/4% discount for automatic deduction of the payment from a National City deposit account, 
requires a minimum loan amount of $10,000, a maximum loan-to-value ratio of 80%, and cannot be used to refi nance existing National
City debt. For example, if the Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 6.79% and $10,000 is borrowed for a term of 180 months, your 
monthly payment would be $88.95. This payment and rate includes a $100 prepaid fi nance charge. Rate and APR may differ depending on 
term, amount borrowed, loan to value, and credit qualifi cations. No closing costs offer applies only to loans between $10,000 and $250,000. 
Property, title and/or fl ood insurance, if applicable, are required. Offer subject to meeting credit criteria. Consult your tax advisor regarding the 
deductibility of interest. Applications must be received by 2/3/07, and loan documents must be signed by 2/17/07. This offer may be withdrawn 
at any time, may not be used in conjunction with any other discounts, offers or coupons, and is good only at participating National City Bank 
locations. Points from National City is a National City Corporation® service mark. Member FDIC • ©2007, National City Corporation®

HOME EQUITY LOAN. After the holidays 

are over, high interest credit card debt is often 

left. So apply now to get this great rate and 

help consolidate your debt. Just talk to one of 

our lending specialists to see what best fits your 

needs. We can help you reduce your interest rates 

and, best of all, lower your monthly payments. 

Now that’s starting your year off right. To apply, 

stop by any branch or call 800-622-7084 or visit 

NationalCity.com/loanoffer.

6.79%
15-Year 
Fixed APR* 
$10,000 
minimum 
loan size

AS LOW AS

PLUS get

5,000
IN OUR FREE REWARDS PROGRAM.

ASK US HOW.

Cloudy future for rape prosecutor

40¢
when you think about it,

is just small change
for a great local newspaper

your source for news...

call today to subscribe 736-2777

Where else can you get your
complete source of local
news, sports, entertainment
and business information for
only 40 cents per day? Daily
Journal subscribers enjoy
that deal every Monday
through Saturday. By having
the Daily Journal delivered
to your home, you too can
have all the information 
you need about your local 
community. You also can
save money through
coupons and other special
offers from local merchants.
These savings more than
pay for your delivery costs
of the Daily Journal.

• local news & information
• valuable advertising
• morning home delivery

RALEIGH, N.C.
Forced by allegations of mis-

conduct to recuse himself, the
prosecutor who drove the Duke
lacrosse sexual assault case
could end up losing much more
than the opportunity to try a
case he still believes in. 

For Mike Nifong, the missteps
of the past 10 months have the
potential to end a career that
started nearly three decades ago,
when he signed up at the Dur-
ham County district attorney’s
office as an unpaid assistant. 

“You don’t easily recover from
something like this,” said James
Coleman, a Duke University law
professor and frequent Nifong
critic. “That’s what’s so unfortu-
nate about this. He had a career
— a long career, a reputation of
being an honest and fair prosecu-
tor — and for some reason, his
conduct in this case was incon-
sistent with that.” 

Nifong asked the state attorney
general’s office Friday to take
over the case of three lacrosse
players accused of sexually
assaulting a stripper hired to
perform at a team party. 

Now, he must defend himself
against ethics charges that could

lead to his being stripped of his
law license. Should Attorney
General Roy Cooper dismiss the
case against Dave Evans, Collin
Finnerty and Reade Selig-mann
— and legal experts have said
there appears to be little evidence
to support the charges — their
families might try to sue Nifong. 

If he returns to the courtroom,
Nifong will have to rebuild a repu-
tation tainted by the vast attention
generated by the lacrosse case. 

The state Conference of District

Attorneys offered Nifong a variety
of assistance in September, an
offer that went unanswered, said
Garry Frank, a district attorney
in four North Carolina counties
and president of the conference.
Frank said Nifong appeared sur-
prised in late December that his
colleagues were concerned about
his handling of the case, and they
later formally called on Nifong to
recuse himself. 

“Folks that have to do the
things we do on a day-to-day basis
quickly learn take good advice
when you can get it,” Frank said. 

A more immediate concern for
Nifong are the ethics charges
that he made misleading and
inflammatory comments about
the lacrosse players, including
calling them “nothing but a
bunch of hooligans.” A hearing
on those charges is set for May. 

University of North Carolina
law professor Joseph Kennedy
said the accuser’s Dec. 21 inter-
view with Nifong’s investigator,
in which she changed several key
details in her description of the
alleged attack, is also a concern. 

Among the changes, the
accuser offered a new timeline
that put the attack outside of the
apparent alibi window established
by Seligmann’s attorneys. She
also said she could no longer be

sure she was penetrated vaginally
by a penis, which could have
helped Nifong explain to a jury
why there was no DNA evidence. 

“It’s just troubling that ... nine
months after the event, there’s an
interview and the interview reveals
this fact which minimizes the
importance of the evidence they
didn’t turn over,” Kennedy said. 

As a prosecutor, Nifong enjoys
broad but not absolute immunity
from civil litigation, and the fam-
ilies of the indicted players have
hinted they plan to sue. Asked in
an interview with CBS’ “60
Minutes” what she would say to
Nifong should they meet, Evans’
mother said, “Mr. Nifong, you’ve
picked on the wrong families ...
and you will pay every day for
the rest of your life.” 

For now, Nifong has no plans
to resign, said his attorney,
David Freedman. 

“His reputation has always
been straightforward and he does
what he thinks is right, and he
will continue to do that,” he said. 

But questions remain about
whether a future jury in another
case will be able to look past the
countless hours of cable news
coverage, newspaper headlines
and online Web logs that high-
lighted Nifong’s role in the
lacrosse case. 
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Durham County (N.C.) District
Attorney Mike Nifong, the embattled
prosecutor in the Duke lacrosse sexu-
al assault case asked the state attor-
ney general’s office to appoint a spe-
cial prosecutor to take over the case.


