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U.S. launches artillery into Pakistan

Harvard names first
female president

Commander: Move by military in Afghanistan was in self-defense against Taliban

Harvard University named historian Drew Gilpin Faust as its
first female
president Sunday, ending a
lengthy and
secretive search
to find a successor to Lawrence
Summers and
his tumultuous
five-year tenure.
FAUST
The sevenmember Harvard Corporation
elected Faust, a noted scholar of
the American South and dean of
Harvard’s Radcliffe Institute for
Advanced Study, as the university’s 28th president. The 30-member board of overseers ratified
the selection. She was chosen
after a search in which a number
of potential candidates said they
were not interested in the job.
“This is a great day, and a historic day, for Harvard,” James R.
Houghton, chairman of the presidential search committee, said in
a statement. “Drew Faust is an
inspiring and accomplished
leader, a superb scholar, a dedicated teacher, and a wonderful
human being.”
With a naming of Faust, half of
the eight Ivy League schools will
have a woman as president.

BY ROBERT BURNS
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BAGRAM AIR BASE,
Afghanistan
Asserting a right to selfdefense, American forces in eastern Afghanistan have launched
artillery rounds into Pakistan to
strike Taliban fighters who
attack remote U.S. outposts, the
commander of U.S. forces in the
region said Sunday.

The skirmishes are politically
sensitive because Pakistan’s government, regarded by the Bush
administration as an important
ally against Islamic extremists,
has denied that it allows U.S.
forces to strike inside its territory.
The use of the largely ungoverned Waziristan area of Pakistan as a haven for Taliban and
al-Qaida fighters has become a
greater irritant between Washington and Islamabad since
Pakistan put in place a peace

agreement there in September
that was intended to stop crossborder incursions.
Army Col. John W. Nicholson,
commander of the 3rd Brigade,
10th Mountain Division, said in
an Associated Press interview
that rather than halt such incursions, the peace deal has led to a
substantial increase.
Pakistani border forces, which
had been active in stopping
Taliban incursions into Afghanistan as recently as last spring,

stopped offensive actions against
them once the peace deal took
effect, he said.
“That did relax some of the pressure on the enemy,” Nicholson said.
The Pakistan army’s top spokesman said Sunday that coalition
forces operating in Afghanistan
are not allowed to fire into
Pakistani territory, but acknowledged that artillery fire from the
coalition had landed inside Pakistan in recent days. Pakistan also
plans to seek “clarification” about

THE WAR IN IRAQ

Officials: Iran sending
weapons to Iraq

BEIJING

North Korea nuclear
talks far from conclusion

Gates hopes to reduce
tensions in Moscow
Pentagon chief Robert Gates
responded Sunday to Vladimir
Putin’s assault
on U.S. foreign
policy by saying
“one Cold War is
enough” and
that he would go
to Moscow to try
to reduce tensions. Gates also
sought more
GATES
allied help in
Afghanistan.
He delivered his first speech as
Pentagon chief at a security conference in Germany and then
flew to Pakistan to discuss fears
of a renewed spring offensive by
Taliban fighters in neighboring
Afghanistan.
Pakistan, a close U.S. ally in
the fight against terrorism, has
faced charges that the Taliban
militia stage attacks from
Pakistan against Afghan government troops and NATO- and U.S.led coalition troops.
Gates’ rebuke of the Russian
president relied on humor and
some pointed jabs.
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spotlights
White
House
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BRIEFS

Talks on dismantling North
Korea’s nuclear programs were
on the verge of foundering Sunday
as negotiators failed to overcome
differences on the North’s demands for energy aid but scheduled a final day of meetings.
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State
Christopher Hill said the talks had
snagged on the amount of energy
assistance Pyongyang would receive as an inducement for disarming. But he said that a deal could
still be reached today, the last
scheduled day for the negotiations.
“I’m not here telling you the
negotiations have failed. We have
another day,” Hill told reporters
after a fourth day of meetings in
Beijing.
The current round of six-nation
talks began on a promising note,
after the United States and North
Korea signaled a willingness to
compromise. But since the talks
entered the second day, envoys
have said negotiations were
becoming stuck on a single issue:
energy assistance.

Nicholson’s comments.
Members of Nicholson’s brigade, which is based at Fort
Drum, N.Y., recently were told
that instead of going home this
month after a yearlong tour, they
will stay for an extra four
months, until June.
Nicholson told the Army’s vice
chief of staff, Gen. Richard Cody,
that this news hit soldiers and
their families hard, but that they
are now adjusting well. Cody is
traveling in Afghanistan.
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A boy stands near a car destroyed in an explosion that killed two
people in central Baghdad, Iraq, on Sunday. U.S. military officials

have accused leaders in Iran of arming Shiite militants with roadside
bombs that have killed more than 170 Americans.

Leaders accused of arming Shiite militants with bombs
BY STEVEN R. HURST
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Iraq
U.S. military officials on Sunday
accused the highest levels of the Iranian
leadership of arming Shiite militants in
Iraq with sophisticated armor-piercing
roadside bombs that have killed more
than 170 American forces.
The military command in Baghdad
denied, however, that any newly smuggled Iranian weapons were behind the
five U.S. military helicopter crashes
since Jan. 20 — four that were shot out of
the sky by insurgent gunfire.
A fifth crash has tentatively been
blamed on mechanical failure. In the
same period, two private security company helicopters also have crashed but the
cause was unclear.
The deadly and highly sophisticated
weapons the U.S. military said it traced

to Iran are known as “explosively formed
penetrators,” or EFPs.
The presentation was the result of
weeks of preparation and revisions as
U.S. officials put together a package of
material to support the Bush administration’s claims of Iranian intercession on
behalf of militant Iraqis fighting
American forces.
The experts, who spoke to a large gathering of reporters on condition that they
not be further identified, said the supply
trail began with Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards Quds Force, which also is
accused of arming the Hezbollah guerrilla army in Lebanon. The officials said
the EFP weapon was first tested there.
The officials said the Revolutionary
Guard and its Quds force report directly
to Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.
The briefing on Iran was revised heavily after officials decided it was not ready

for release as planned last month.
Senior U.S. officials in Washington —
cautious after the drubbing the administration took for the faulty intelligence
leading to the 2003 Iraq invasion — had
held back because they were unhappy
with the original presentation.
The display appeared to be part of the
White House drive that has empowered
U.S. forces in Iraq to use all means to
curb Iranian influence in the country,
including killing Iranian agents.
It included a power-point slide program and a handful of mortar shells and
rocket-propelled grenades which the military officials said were made in Iran.
The centerpiece of the display, however,
was a gray metal pipe about 10 inches long
and 6 inches in diameter, the exterior casing of what the military said was an EFP,
the roadside bomb that shoots out fist-sized
wads of nearly molten copper that can penetrate the armor on an Abrams tank.

Sworn testimony in the perjury
trial of Lewis “Scooter” Libby has
shone a spotlight on White
House attempts
to sell a gonewrong war in
Iraq to the nation and Vice
President Dick
Cheney’s
aggressive role in
CHENEY
the effort.
Special prosecutor Patrick Fitzgerald rested his case against
Cheney’s former chief of staff on
Thursday in a trial that has so far
lasted 11 days. The defense planned
to begin its presentation Monday.
The drama being played out in
a Washington courtroom goes
back in time to the early summer
of 2003. The Bush administration
was struggling to overcome growing evidence the mission in Iraq
was anything but accomplished.
The claim about weapons of
mass destruction that was used to
justify the U.S.-led invasion in
March 2003 had not been supported.
Accusations were growing that the
White House had distorted intelligence to rationalize the invasion.
Trial testimony so far, including eight hours of Libby’s own
audio-recorded testimony to a
grand jury in 2004, suggest that a
White House known as disciplined was anything but that.
What has emerged, instead, is:
• A vice president fixated on
finding ways to debunk a former
diplomat’s claims that Bush misled the U.S. people in going to
war and his suggestion Cheney
might have played a role in suppressing contrary intelligence
• A presidential press secretary
kept in the dark on Iraq policy
• Top White House officials
meeting daily to discuss the diplomat, former ambassador Joseph
Wilson, and sometimes even his
CIA-officer wife Valerie Plame.
Libby is accused of lying to the
FBI and the grand jury about his
talks with reporters concerning
Plame.

Poll: Three-fourths of Americans prefer dollar bills to coins
BY WILL LESTER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON
Maybe Susan B. Anthony and Sacagawea should not take public rejection
personally. It’s not easy overcoming people’s indifference to dollar coins, even
those honoring such historic figures.
An AP-Ipsos poll found that three-fourths
of people surveyed oppose replacing the
dollar bill, featuring George Washington,
with a dollar coin. People are split evenly
on the idea of having both a dollar bill and
a dollar coin.

A new version of the coin, paying tribute to American presidents, goes into
general circulation Thursday. Even
though doing away with the bill could
save hundreds of millions of dollars each
year in printing costs, there is no plan to
scrap the bill in favor of the more durable
coin.
“I really don’t see any use for it,” Larry
Ashbaugh, a retiree from Bristolville,
Ohio, said of the dollar coin. “We tried it
before. It didn’t fly.”
Two recent efforts to promote wide
usage of a dollar coin proved unsuccessful. A quarter-century ago, it showed femi-

nist Susan B. Anthony on the front; then
one in 2000 featuring Sacagawea, the
Shoshone Indian who helped guide
the Lewis and Clark expedition.
The latest dollar coin will
bear Washington’s image, followed later this year by those
of John Adams, Thomas
Jefferson and James Madison. A different president
will appear on the golden dollar coins every three months.
The series of coins will
depict four different presidents
per year, in the order they served.

An AP-Ipsos poll found
that three-fourths of
Americans oppose
replacing the
dollar bill with a
one dollar
coin, and people are evenly split as to
whether
there should
be both dollar
bills and dollar
coins.
AP PHOTO
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