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Indiana House OKs minimum wage raise
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The Senate cleared the way for
an increase in the minimum wage
Tuesday, but only with business
tax breaks that House Democrats
want removed.
Final Senate passage of the legislation is expected this week, setting the stage for negotiations
between House and Senate
Democrats over how to get the
legislation to President Bush.
The Senate voted 87-10 to end
debate on the bill Tuesday, well
clear of the 60 votes needed.
Earlier this month, the House
passed the same increase without
any tax provisions. Senate Democrats failed to get the 60 votes to
end debate.

Legislation that would raise the
state’s minimum wage and lessen
the impact of the inheritance tax
passed the House on Tuesday on
a 71-29 vote, with only Republicans voting against it.
The bill would increase Indiana’s minimum wage from
$5.15 an hour to $7.50 an hour by
2008. The legislation would also
change how much inheritance
children or other descendants

“These are two issues
which are just not
related at all.”
Rep. Tim Harris, R-Marion
On proposal to raise minimum wage
being packaged with an
inheritance measure

could receive tax free. Currently,
the first $100,000 is exempt, but
the bill would bump that threshold to $200,000.
Some Republicans who support
the inheritance tax measure but do

not want to increase the state minimum wage said the two proposals
should not be in the same bill.
“These are two issues which
are just not related at all,” said
Rep. Tim Harris, R-Marion, who
voted for the legislation.
Rep. Michael Murphy, RIndianapolis, said he would vote
for the proposal because the
inheritance tax was important,
while raising the minimum wage
would not have a large impact on
many businesses.
“I can’t find anybody who still
pays $5.15 an hour,” Murphy said.

Senate committee debates
execution of mentally ill

NEW YORK

Consumer confidence
rose slightly in January

BY MIKE SMITH
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Conference Board, a private research group, said Tuesday
that its Consumer Confidence
Index edged up to 110.3 in January
from a revised 110.0 in December.
At the same time, a measure of
consumer expectations for the
next six months dropped to 94.5 in
January from 96.3 the month before.
Lynn Franco, director of the
board’s consumer research center, said that “looking ahead ...
consumers are not as optimistic
as they were in December.”
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Palestinian cease-fire
fragile in face of violence
Gaza’s warring factions began to
hold their fire Tuesday as a truce
took effect across the territory.
But the killing of a Hamas militant by rival Palestinians — combined with an Israeli airstrike on a
tunnel following a suicide bombing —
underscored the fragility of the truce.
Palestinian Prime Minister
Ismail Haniyeh of Hamas called
for a total halt to the violence.
“The past few days were difficult, and everyone paid in blood,”
he said.“Everyone is facing a difficult test, either we maintain
this calm ... or everything collapses again, and then everyone
will be held responsible.”

INDIANAPOLIS
The state would be prohibited
from executing people who were
severely mentally ill at the time
they committed murder under legislation a Senate committee is
considering.
The Senate Committee on Corrections, Criminal and Civil Matters heard about an hour of testimony on the bill by Democratic Sen.
Anita Bowser of Michigan City but
did not vote.
Sen. Brent Steele, a Bedford
Republican and committee chairman, said the bill involved weighty
issues and he wanted members to
give more thought to them.
He also said the panel might
want to forgo any action until the
U.S. Supreme Court issues a ruling
that could change the standard for
executing mentally ill persons by
offering a new interpretation of the
Eighth Amendment, which bans
cruel and unusual punishment.
Indiana law prohibits executions
of those who are mentally retarded, which is primarily tied to a
person’s IQ. Indiana also prohibits
executing those who were 17 years
old or younger at the time they
committed murder.
Bowser’s bill defines a mentally
ill defendant in capital cases as
someone who has a severe mental
disorder or disability that significantly impairs the person’s capacity to appreciate the nature, consequences or wrongfulness of his
or her conduct; to exercise ratio-
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Party Platters
Celebrate the Big Game with
Texas Roadhouse!
Ask about our Party Platter to go!
Wings Over Texas Platter $39.99
Killer Rib Platter $44.99
Wild West Sampler $39.99

Party Platters must
be ordered one day in
advance. No pick-ups
after 5:00 p.m. on
February 4th.

Don’t forget to order our Legendary Bread and
Honey Cinnamon Butter! Reserve your Party
Platter today and schedule a pick-up time that’s
convenient for you!

Greenwood
St. Rd. 135
next to Menards
(317) 859-8800

Go Blue!

nal judgment in relation to that
conduct; and to conform the conduct to requirements of the law.
It would not include a disorder
manifested primarily by repeated
crimes or attributed solely to the
acute use of alcohol or other
drugs.
The bill would allow defendants
in capital cases to claim they are
severely mentally ill and have a
judge order an evaluation. If the
judge later determines from evidence that someone is severely
mentally ill, the state could no
longer seek the death penalty.

in the state could be getting a
pay raise. Congress is moving
forward with a plan to raise the
federal minimum wage from
$5.15 to $7.25 an hour over two
years.
If both plans succeed, the higher of the two wages would be
paid to most minimum wage
employees.
Of Indiana’s roughly 1.8 million hourly workers, about 2 percent, or 37,000, make $5.15 an
hour or less, according to 2005
data from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics.
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RAIL STUDY
INDIANAPOLIS — State transportation
officials would study the feasibility of a
commuter rail system running from
Indianapolis to Muncie, with stops in
between, under a bill approved Tuesday by
a Senate committee.
The bill was endorsed 10-0 by the
Senate’s transportation committee
and now heads to the full Senate for
consideration.
Sen. Tim Lanane, D-Anderson, told
committee members that a commuter rail
system would spur economic growth in
central Indiana by allowing people a new
way to travel to work, to visit friends and
relatives and to shop.
“I think it’s time for us to bring in people
to study this seriously,” said Lanane, the
bill’s sponsor.
He said the study would examine
the feasibility of a commuter line that
would run from Indianapolis to Muncie
with stops in Fishers, a growing
Indianapolis suburb plagued with
congestion, Noblesville, Anderson and
possibly other cities.

“The market has moved beyond
this political debate.”
At the current state and federal minimum wage of $5.15 an
hour, a full-time worker makes
about $10,700 a year. At $7.50 per
hour, the annual salary is about
$15,600, just above the average
poverty threshold for a family of
three in 2005.
The bill would increase the
minimum wage to $6 an hour on
Sept. 1, to $6.75 on March 1, 2008,
and to $7.50 on Sept. 1, 2008.
Even if Indiana’s rate doesn’t
change, minimum wage workers
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