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TENNIS

Blake, Roddick compete for U.S. No. 1 title
BY JOSH DUBOW
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN JOSE, Calif.

T

he way Roger Federer is dominating men’s tennis, Grand
Slam titles and the No. 1
ranking seem to be out of reach for
Andy Roddick and James Blake.
So, for now, the two friends
and rivals will have to settle for
battling to be the top American.
“If we keep going back and
forth, it will be hopefully fun for
the American public, the viewers,
the fans,” Blake said. “It’s tough to
have us holding up Grand Slam
trophies because of that guy
Federer. But hopefully we’re two of
the more exciting players in the
game that can compete with him.”
Blake ended 2006 as the No. 4
player in the world, two spots
ahead of Roddick. They’ve flipped
spots so far this year, with Roddick
moving up to fourth after making
it to the semifinals in Australia
and Blake dropping to sixth following his fourth-round exit.
There are only two other
American men in the top 60 —
Mardy Fish at No. 25 and Robby
Ginepri at 48 — but Roddick disagrees with critics of the state of
American tennis.

AP PHOTOS

Left: James Blake prepares to return a serve during a match at the Delray
Beach International Tennis Championships in Delray Beach, Fla., on Sunday.

Right: Andy Roddick hits a return during his match against Roger Federer
at the Australian Open last month.

“You know, there’s a lot of
countries who would like to have
our state,” he said. “I think it
would be nice to have a couple
more younger guys come out, but
I think we’re doing OK.”
Blake and Roddick will join
forces this weekend when the
U.S. Davis Cup team travels to
the Czech Republic for a firstround matchup.
With two top-10 singles players
and the top doubles team in the
world in twins Bob and Mike
Bryan, U.S. captain Patrick
McEnroe hopes this is the year

The best-of-five series will be
on an indoor red clay court, a
surface that often bothers the
Americans, including in last
year’s loss to Russia.
After the Davis Cup, Roddick
and Blake will be on opposite
sides next week at the SAP Open
in San Jose, Calif.
The camaraderie they will
share as teammates in Europe
characterizes a relationship that
is as much about friendship as
rivalry. They train together at
times, play in each other’s exhibitions, go out for dinner on the

the country will end its Davis
Cup drought. Long the dominant
country in Davis Cup play with a
record 31 titles, the Americans
have not won it all since 1995.
“I think we’re certainly lucky
that we have our best players that
are committed to Davis Cup,”
McEnroe said. “Obviously, we’ve
had some disappointing firstround losses since I have been the
captain. But we have also been in
the hunt. We have been in a couple semifinals. We have been in a
final. We are certainly in the hunt
again this year.”

road and are perhaps most competitive when it comes to cards.
Blake credits advice and support he got from Roddick for
being able to end last year as the
top-ranked American.
“He’s a little younger than me,
but in certain ways I look up to
him in the fact that he was the
No. 1 American for so long and
really did it without the help of a
lot of us,” Blake said. “He was
doing it alone. Dealing with all
the pressure of the post-Sampras
and Agassi era. Dealing with all
that kind of pressure on his own

was very impressive.”
Roddick has carried the burden
of following Pete Sampras and
Andre Agassi ever since winning
the U.S. Open in 2003 and ending
that year as the No. 1 player in
the world. But he has not added a
second major title and went into a
funk early last year before finding
his game again under the tutelage
of Jimmy Connors.
That helped Roddick reach the
final of the U.S. Open last summer and the semifinals in Australia last month, but both runs at
a second major title were brought
to an end by Federer. A 6-4, 6-0, 6-2
thrashing last month in Melbourne showed how vast a gap
Roddick has with the No. 1 player.
“To me that doesn’t take away
the great progress I saw in Andy’s
game,” McEnroe said. “I really
saw Andy playing the best tennis I
have seen him play. Hopefully we
can build on that and not worry
about the fact that he took a tough
beating in the semifinals.”
Blake was more of a late
bloomer, not reaching the top 10
until March at age 26. He also
ran into the Federer buzz saw at
the U.S. Open and lost in the
fourth round in Australia to finalist Fernando Gonzalez.
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La Trattoria
Valentine’s Week Dinner Package
Sat. February 10th thru Sat. February 17th
Reservations are necessary

1 Bottle House Wine (White Zin or Ecco Merlot)
2 Appetizers
(Shimp Cocktail or Stuffed Portabella Mushroom)

The Greenwood location, above, is at 201 N. Madison Ave., in the Village Shoppes, 859-0487

12 oz. Filet & 8 oz. Filet

The Bargersville location, below, is on State Road 135, 422-9909

with your choice of pasta or vegetables

$95.95
+
Tax & Gratuity

Avoid
The
d!
Crow

LOTUS
GARDEN

La Trattoria

$5.00 OFF
DINNER PACKAGE
TUE
2/13/07

OR THURS
2/15/07

ONLY

Not valid 2/14/07
BARGERSVILLE
226 So. SR 135

GREENWOOD
201 N. Madison Ave.

422-9909

859-0487

CHINESE & AMERICAN RESTAURANT
TROPICAL LOUNGE • ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BUFFET

10 OFF
%

YOUR
NEXT MEAL
(Drinks & tax excluded)

Must present coupon. Expires 2-28-07

49 W. MERCATOR DR. • GREENWOOD • 881-5531
(in the Shopping Center across from Kmart on US 31)
Sun-Thurs 1am-10pm Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

Family Restaurant • Non-Smoking • Dine In • Carry Out

House Special

MEATLOAF
$5.95

M

on

-F

Hand Breaded
Tenderloin Sandwich

ri

4

$ .99
Hours: 6am-8pm Mon - Sat

1000 Hurricane St., Franklin
(Across from The Old Arvin Building)

317-736-6186

Chocolate Decadence
*Offer valid Feb 10-Feb 17th or until sold
out. Absolutely NO SUBSTITUTES.
Not good with any other offers.

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
2239 North Morton St.
Franklin, IN 46131-9601

(317) 736-4214
Business Hours
Sun, Mon, Tues 11am-9:30pm
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 11am-10:30pm
To Indy

50% OFF any one pizza
Must present coupon. Expires 2-28-07

2770 N. Morton

736-5500

N

US 31
Commerce Drive

Buy One
Combination
Dinner and get the
second at

1/2 Price
Offer expires 2-28-07

Lowes

Retail
Stores

map not to scale

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

All You Can Eat
Fish Friday $6.99

Dessert to share

To Franklin

Walmart

Saturdays: Reg. Margarita & All Beer $2.00 Each

Restaurant Guide
Deadlines
Every Tuesday
at Noon

