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A brand new Congress

Pelosi’s ascent
gives boost to
women in politics
Representative to be first
female speaker of the House
BY STEPHEN OHLEMACHER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON
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President Bush, center, accompanied by members of his Cabinet,
speaks during a news conference in the Rose Garden of the White

House in Washington on Wednesday. Transportation Secretary Mary
Peters, left, and Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns, right, look on.

President: Our obligations to the country haven’t changed
BY BEN FULLER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON

P

resident Bush said Wednesday he’ll
submit a proposal to balance the
budget in five years and exhorted
Congress to end the dead of night
process of quietly tucking expensive pet
projects into spending bills.
The president’s spokesman, meanwhile, said Bush would talk in his Jan. 23
State of the Union address about making
spending on the Iraq war as transparent
as possible.
Lawmakers and the independent, bipartisan Iraq Study Group have criticized the
Bush administration for funding the war
through emergency supplemental bills,
instead of including the costs in the
administration’s yearly formal budget
request for running the government. That
means war costs are not included in the
administration’s deficit calculations and
are not subject to overall spending caps.
Congress is expected to get another
such emergency request soon. The
Pentagon says it needs $100 billion more
to fund the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
through the end of September, adding to
the $350 billion the Iraq war alone has so
far cost the nation.
White House press secretary Tony Snow
stopped short of saying that the adminis-

tration was considering folding war costs
into annual budget requests — the next
due to Congress on Feb. 5 — as the Iraq
Study Group recommended.
But, he said: “We have already been
providing larger and larger set asides
within the budget for doing that, and I
think that you’ll find in the State of the
Union that we will move toward making
expenditures in Iraq, and in the war on
terror generally, including Afghanistan as
transparent as possible.”
Faced with working with an opposition
Congress for the first time of his presidency, Bush welcomed new members of
Congress and said he’s anxious to work
with them on the nation’s priorities during
the remaining two years of his presidency.
“Congress has changed,” he said.
“Our obligations to the country haven’t
changed.”
But in a newspaper opinion piece published Wednesday in the Wall Street
Journal, the president also served notice
to lawmakers:
“If the Congress chooses to pass bills
that are simply political statements, they
will have chosen stalemate,” Bush wrote.
“If a different approach is taken,
the next two years can be fruitful ones
for our nation. We can show the American people that Republicans and
Democrats can come together to find
ways to help make America a more

Democrats promise
action on Iraq, ethics
BY DAVID ESPO
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON
Congressional
Democrats
stepped hungrily to the brink of
power on Wednesday, promising
immediate action to limit the
influence of lobbyists and constant
prodding of the Bush administration to bring U.S. troops home
from Iraq.
Even as they prepared to take
control of Congress, Democrats
received a brusque reminder that
they face pressure from the political left as well as resistance from
Republicans.
At one point during the day,
Rep. Rahm Emanuel, a member
of the Democratic leadership, was
addressing reporters when he was
loudly interrupted by Cindy
Sheehan and other anti-war
activists. “De-escalate, investigate, troops home now!” they
shouted, while he smiled gamely.
Rep. Nancy Pelosi, in line to
become the nation’s first female
House speaker, spent much of her
day at ceremonial events. She
attended a Catholic Mass in
remembrance of the children of
Darfur and Katrina, then a tea in
her honor.
That left it to her lieutenants to
outline plans for the Democrats’
initial stretch in the majority.
Rep. Steny Hoyer of Maryland,
the incoming majority leader, said
the first six bills and a series of
stiffer ethics rules would be
passed within two weeks.
The first step, he said, would take
place by early tonight and consist
of several measures crafted in

“Democrats are committed
to working with Republicans
to get results.”
Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev.
On how the House and Senate
will work in a bipartisan spirit

response to the scandals that weakened Republicans in the elections.
In addition to expanding restrictions on privately financed trips
enjoyed by lawmakers, House
Democrats said they will prohibit
travel on corporate jets and require greater disclosure of earmarks, the pet projects inserted
into legislation at the behest of
individual lawmakers.
The rules do not prohibit lawmakers from taking trips financed
by foundations that seek to influence public opinion. Those trips
will require pre-approval from the
ethics committee.
Current rules ban congressional
travel paid for by lobbyists or
foreign governments, and violations of the existing restrictions
played heavily in the scandal
involving Republican lobbyist
Jack Abramoff.
Two months after the voters
ordered a change in congressional
control, Democrats and Republicans in the House and Senate, as
well as Bush, pledged to work in a
bipartisan spirit.
“Democrats are committed to
working with Republicans to get
results,” Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada, due to become majority leader today, wrote in a memo distributed to the party’s rank-and-file.

secure, prosperous and hopeful society.”
Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., said
Democrats ran in the midterms election
on a message of compromise, and want to
work with Bush.
“We hope that when the president says
compromise, it means more than ‘do it
my way,’ which is what he’s meant in the
past,” Schumer said.
He said fiscal restraint is one area where
the executive and legislative branches of
government can work together.
“Over the past few years, pro-growth
economic policies have generated higher
revenues,” Bush said. “Together with
spending restraint, these policies allowed
us to meet our goal of cutting the budget
deficit in half three years ahead of
schedule.”
The nonpartisan Congressional Budget
Office projects that the deficit for the current budget year, which ends next Sept.
30, will rise to $286 billion. Over the next
decade, the office forecasts that the
deficit will total $1.76 trillion.
Bush called on Congress to cut by half
the number and cost of pet projects
prized by lawmakers.
“People want to end the secretive
process by which Washington insiders are
able to get billions of dollars directed to
projects, many of them pork-barrel projects that have never been reviewed or
voted on by the Congress,” he said.

It shouldn’t be surprising that it
took more than 200 years for
Congress to select a female speaker of the House. The United States
isn’t exactly at the forefront when
it comes to women in politics.
Women make up a larger share
of the national legislature in 79
other countries, including China,
Cuba, North Korea and Vietnam,
according to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, an association of
national legislatures. The United
States even trails a couple of
fledgling democracies: Afghanistan and Iraq.
“When my colleagues elect me
as speaker on Jan. 4, we will not
just break through a glass ceiling,
we will break through a marble
ceiling,” said Rep. Nancy Pelosi,
who is set to lead the House when
the Democrats take over. “In more
than 200 years of history, there
was an established pecking order,
and I cut in line.”
There were 22 women in the
House when Pelosi was first elected to her California district in
1987. There will be a record 71
female representatives when she
takes over as speaker, giving
women 16 percent of the seats.
“The biggest obstacle women
candidates face is not about gender, it’s about the lack of opportunity,” said Ellen R. Malcolm,
president of EMILY’s List, which
helps Democratic women who
favor abortion rights get elected
to public office.
“Ninety-eight percent of incumbents who run for re-election are
re-elected in most years. ... The
bottom line is there are very few
opportunities.”
Once women decide to run for
office, they are just as successful
as men, according to experts who
study the issue. However, women
are much less likely to run.
One big reason is child care.
Women are much more likely than
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House Democratic Leader Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., will assume the
role of speaker of the House today.
men to be responsible for child
care, and that doesn’t always fit
into the usually chaotic schedule
of a member of Congress.
“All these women, even if they
are extremely qualified, they are
still so much involved in their
family life they couldn’t even consider running for office,” said
Richard Fox, professor of political science at Union College in
New York.
Fox did an extensive survey of
women in professions that produce many lawmakers: education,
business and the law. He worked
on the study with Jennifer Lawless, an assistant political science
professor at Brown University
who ran for Congress this year,
losing the Democratic primary in
Rhode Island to incumbent Rep.
James Langevin.
Among their conclusions:
• Women are less likely than
men to be asked to run for office by
party leaders and other officials.
• When women are asked to
run, they are just as likely as men
to do it.
• Women are more likely than
men to think they are unqualified to serve, even when they
have the same qualifications as
male candidates.
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