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HOCKEY

Americans’ appreciation of hockey cools
BY RAY MCNULTY
SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE

I

grew up a hockey fan. Loved
the game. Watched it, either
on TV or at the arena, as
much as possible. Played it
whenever I
could, even into
my 40s.
But you know how many NHL
games I’ve watched from the
start to finish this season? One,
and that was only because I was
staying on Long Island while covering the baseball playoffs and
my buddy had an extra ticket to
a New York Islanders game.
Other than that?
Occasionally, while flipping
through the channels, I’ll stop
and catch a few minutes of a
Florida Panthers game. Sometimes, I’ll stay with it until the
end of the period. Maybe, if it’s
late, I’ll check back to see if
there’s overtime. Usually,
though, hockey is just something
I jump to during the commercials of the TV show I’m actually
watching.
And, really, that’s about it,
unless, of course, ESPN Classic
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Buffalo Sabres forward Daniel Briere skates with the puck at the NHL
Eastern Conference All-Star team workout in Dallas on Monday.

happens to pull out one of the
great games of yesteryear, when
hockey was still one of our big
four sports.
You know: football, baseball,
basketball and hockey.
Sadly, that was a long time
ago.
Clearly, hockey no longer
belongs on the Mount Rushmore
of America’s sports, having lost
its prized place in the market to
NASCAR and golf.
And lousy leadership, combined with foolish over-expansion
and poor marketing, continues to
erode interest in the NHL.
In the United States, hockey
has become a niche sport — like
tennis and lacrosse and soccer —
with a cult-like following. The
game’s fans are fiercely loyal
and intensely passionate.
But there aren’t nearly enough
of them.
Not anymore, anyway.
The NHL reached its peak in
the 1980s, when there were real
rivalries and genuine dynasties
and a wonderful player named
Wayne Gretzky, who became the
face of the game. But the latter
half of the 1990s saw the game
deteriorate into something that
resembled a mind-numbing, mid-

ice scrum. End-to-end skating
and rink-wide passing were
smothered by clutching and
grabbing and that awful neutralzone trap, a strategic success
and an aesthetic disaster that
kept both scoring and excitement
to a minimum.
And the 2000s, which saw a full
season lost to a labor dispute,
have been worse.
Too many longtime hockey fans
have turned away. Too few new
ones have been spawned.
A new wave of young talent has
hit the NHL — Sidney Crosby
and Alex Ovechkin are a joy to
watch — but only hard-core fans
know it.
Worse, nobody south of Canada
seems to care. Attendance is
down, even in historically strong
hockey towns. TV ratings are terrible. The league is going the
wrong way.
Most of you probably didn’t
know that the NHL All-Star
Game was played Wednesday
night in Dallas. Most of you probably didn’t watch it, especially
with the game going up against
“American Idol,” which takes
away the younger viewers the
league needs. Heck, even if you
cared enough to watch the game,

you probably couldn’t find it.
Its not on network TV. It’s not
on ESPN. It’s on something
called “Versus,” which used to be
OLN, the old Outdoor Life
Network, the one that televises
the Tour de France.
That means the NHL, as a
marketable TV product, has hit
bottom.
And not even the new rules,
devised to open up the game
and create more scoring opportunities, have done enough to
save the sport from America’s
indifference.
So it’s time for drastic action.
Failing franchises need to be
contracted. The league’s new
stars need to be relentlessly marketed. There needs to be an NHL
Network, much like the NFL
Network, except the games need
to be offered to cable outlets for
a minimal fee, at least until more
people are drawn to the sport.
I grew up a hockey fan.
I’d like to be one again.

Ray McNulty is sports columnist for
Scripps Treasure Coast (Fla.)
Newspapers, The Stuart News, Fort
Pierce Tribune and Vero Beach Press
Journal. Send comments to letters@
thejournalnet.com
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Mark Pi China Gate

Mark Pi’s China Gate

LOTUS
GARDEN

Up To $7.00 Off
THE PURCHASE OF
2 DINNERS
Expires 1-31-07
Valid any evening. Not Valid With Other Offers.
Not valid for Lunch and Sunday Buffet.
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MARK PI’S

CHINA GATE
CHINESE GOURMET RESTAURANT

916 E. Main St., Greenwood, IN
(317) 888-1689 OFFER VALID AT
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED
• Lunch • Dinner • Sunday Buffet • Carry Out

I

f it’s Chinese cuisine you crave, make
a trip to Mark Pi’s China Gate. Bring
the family to enjoy the wide variety of
exotic delicacies featured on the Mark
Pi menu.
As our honored guest you will be treated to
exotic delicacies once available only to the
royalty of ancient China. We offer gourmet
Chinese cuisine, specializing in spicy hot
Szechuan dishes from western China and the
milder Mandarin favorites of the north. Each
entree is prepared fresh and especially for you.
Centuries of Chinese civilization have
produced magniﬁcent varieties of exquisite
dishes. We offer you some of these with our
family style dinners, which include appetizer,
soup, steamed or fried rice, dessert and Oolong
tea or coffee.
If you’re not sure which meal to choose, just
ask one of our servers for advice.
Lunch favorites include stir-fried or cashew
chicken, different dishes of pork, beef or
seafood and choices of authentic soups or egg
rolls.
Bring your dinner appetite to Mark Pi’s for
princess lobster, Szechwan spiced chicken, and
more than 60 choices of appetizers, side dishes
and chef specialties which are available for
lunch or dinner.
Our vegetarian lunches and dinners are

CHINESE & AMERICAN RESTAURANT
TROPICAL LOUNGE • ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BUFFET

10 OFF
%

YOUR
NEXT MEAL
(Drinks & tax excluded)

Must present coupon. Expires 1-31-07

49 W. MERCATOR DR. • GREENWOOD • 881-5531
(in the Shopping Center across from Kmart on US 31)
Sun-Thurs 1am-10pm Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

GREENWOOD
LOCATION ONLY.

Family Restaurant • Non-Smoking • Dine In • Carry Out

All You Can Eat
Fish Friday $6.99
House Special

MEATLOAF
$5.95
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Hand Breaded
Tenderloin Sandwich

ri

4

$ .99
Hours: 6am-8pm Mon - Sat

1000 Hurricane St., Franklin
(Across from The Old Arvin Building)

317-736-6186

50% OFF any one pizza
Must present coupon. Expires 2-28-07

2770 N. Morton

736-5500

impressive too, as well as the fact that every
dish is prepared from scratch, fresh and
seasoned to your liking. Mark Pi’s China Gate
uses pure vegetable oil and no MSG.
Our Sunday buffet offers more than 18 dishes
for your family, 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., for $8.95.
Children eat for $4.95 and children under age 4
eat free.
The selections rotate every Sunday, so you’ll
want to indulge often in order to explore our
many delicious tastes.
Enjoy your meal in our spacious, elegant
environment, where you will be comfortable
conducting a business meeting, bringing a
large family group or having a quiet intimate
conversation.
Our well-trained servers can answer any
questions you may have regarding our extensive
menu and ingredients. We are eager to assist
you in every way possible to make your meal a
memorable one.
Mark Pi’s China Gate seats 140 and privacy
partitioning is available for groups. For a royal
feast served with drama and colorful displays
of sculptured foods and desserts, call at least 24
hours in advance.
Located in Vista Run Center near the
intersection of Main Street and Emerson Avenue
in Greenwood, Mark Pi’s is your journey to the
feasts of the Chinese royalty.

La Trattoria

$5 OFF
2 Dinners

Offer Valid
Tues, Wed & Thurs. Only

BARGERSVILLE
226 So. SR 135

GREENWOOD
201 N. Madison Ave.

422-9909

859-0487

Now
www.latrattoria1.com www.latrattoria2.com
Taking
Expires 1-31-07
Reservations
Hours: Tues-Wed-Thurs 4-9pm, Fri 4-10, Sat. 11am-10pm
Bargersville Only Open Sun. 12-Lounge, 4pm-Dining Room
for
Credit Cards accepted. Must present coupon.
Valentine’s
Dine in only. Kids meals excluded. Not valid with other offers.
Day
CARRY OUT AVAILABLE

Restaurant Guide
Deadlines
Every Tuesday
at Noon

