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Notes from (mostly) sunny south Florida
Monday, Jan. 29
Oh, the miracle of modern travel.
One minute you’re freezing, the next
you’re cranking up the AC.
When I got up this morning at the
cruel hour of 4:30 a.m. to get ready for
my 7:20 a.m. flight, central Indiana was
like central Antarctica. It was dark,
windy and intolerably cold.
For that reason, I didn’t want to
forego a coat; then again, I didn’t want
to lug it around when I got off the plane.
So I compromised with a light denim
jacket.
It was a wise choice.
When I boarded the plane bound for
south Florida around 7 a.m., it was still
dark and bitter cold.
I sat at the front, where the door was
left open through the entire boarding
process. At that point I regretted the
light denim. The flight attendant didn’t
look any warmer in her considerably
heavier winter coat.
But roughly 20 minutes later, we were
airborne, staring down at misty, frostcovered fields and dozens of ice-covered
ponds and lakes.
Here’s where the miracle of modern
travel really hits home.
Within another half-hour, my denim
light jacket felt heat-insulated. About an
hour later, it was time to lose it altogether.
After gliding in over the warm
Atlantic and tops of palm trees, we were
on the ground in sunny Miami.
The weather wasn’t exactly tropical,
but you wouldn’t know it by how the airport workers were bundled up: heavy
coats, mufflers, winter gloves. It gave
me quite a scare.
Yes, 60 degrees is a cold spell in these
parts.

Tuesday, Jan. 30
The circus is over. Or at least
Tuesday’s part of it.
By 1:30 p.m., the Bears and Colts had
answered every conceivable question,
relevant, irrelevant and everything in
between, that could be asked about the
Super Bowl.
Players left nothing on the podium, so
to speak. In solid one-hour sessions, they
gave it everything they had.
But here’s guessing it wasn’t enough.
In fact, I know it wasn’t, which is why
the scene, in slightly different forms,
will be repeated the next day, and the
next and the next, right up to Super
Bowl Sunday.
Who says this game is overhyped?
Maybe it is. But, hey, that’s part of its
charm.
It’s not the “Big Bowl.” It’s not the
“Large Bowl.” It’s not the “Extra Large
Bowl” or even the “Really, Really Big
Bowl.”
It’s got the best name you can possibly
get for a football game. It’s Super Bowl.
It’s worthy of super coverage. And
that’s exactly what it gets.
For proof, consider: When Tuesday’s
media sessions ended, it took well more
than a dozen full-size Greyhound buses
to shuttle reporters back from Dolphin
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Stadium to the media center.
That’s a lot of press. And no doubt the
Colts and Bears were relieved to see it
split so they could tend to a tiny detail:
practice for Sunday’s game.
Be patient. It’s only five days away.
Five more days to read, watch and
hear everything about the Super Bowl
you ever wanted to know about the
Super Bowl but were afraid to ask.
That’s what we, the media horde, are
here for.
We’re not afraid of anything, except
missing a deadline or an angle.
The locals call it a “cold front.”
I call it a heat wave.
Temperatures peaked in the mid-60s
on Monday afternoon, which compelled
area residents to break out winter coats,
hooded sweat shirts, gloves and long
sleeves.
Though sunny and largely cloudless,
temperatures are expected to reach no
higher than 70 in the next few days.
A shuttle driver explained it this way:
“A cold front moved in this week, and
it’s supposed stay like this all week.”
Driving by palm trees and massive
cruise ships lined up in a harbor, my
internal reply was, “Bring it on!”
If this constitutes a cold front, who
needs the tropics?
It’s all what you’re used to, I know.

Wednesday, Jan. 31
Sorry, but after three days, it’s still
funny to hear Miamians complaining
about a cold snap.
That’s what one local called it on this
morning’s bus ride to another round of
news conferences at the Colts’ plush
hotel in Fort Lauderdale.
Temperatures dip into the 50s at night
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GAME AT A GLANCE
The big plays

A TIME TO CELEBRATE

AP PHOTOS

Bowl championship at the RCA Dome on Monday. At top, players and team officials acknowledge the
crowd before the start of the rally, which attracted an estimated 40,000 fans to the home of the Colts.

Setting the tone: The Colts had spent
extra time in practice on shoring up their
kick coverage. It didn’t help, as the Bears’
Devin Hester, above at right, returned the
opening kickoff 92 yards for a touchdown. It
was the first time the opening kickoff had
been returned for a TD in the Super Bowl.
Reg-gie! Reg-gie!: With Tank Johnson’s
arm wrapped around his waist, Peyton
Manning stepped up and hit Reggie Wayne
for a 53-yard TD pass play. The Colts
botched the extra-point attempt.
Turn(over)ing the tide:
After the missed extra
point, the Colts’ Tyjuan
Hagler recovered a fumble
on the kickoff. But Indianapolis fumbled on the next
play, Chicago recovered,
and the Bears’ Thomas
Jones rushed 52 yards to set up a touchdown by the Bears. At left, Chicago’s Gabe
Reid tries to reach a fumble.
Go-ahead score: Indianapolis took
advantage of good field position for a
seven-play, 58-yard drive capped by
Dominic Rhodes’ 1-yard TD run.
Turn(over)ing the
tide, Part II: With less
than two minutes left in
the first half and the
Colts driving, Bryan
Fletcher fumbled after
making a catch. The
Bears recovered but
gave the ball right back
when quarterback Rex
Grossman fumbled the snap. Above, the
Colts’ Raheem Brock, left, and Gary
Brackett celebrate the recovery.
Precious time: The Colts opened the
second half with a 13-play drive that consumed 7 minutes, 34 seconds and resulted
in an Adam Vinatieri field goal.
Back-breaker: The Colts’ Kelvin Hayden
came up with his first career
interception and ran it back 56
yards for a score in the final
quarter. Vinatieri’s extra-point
kick made it 29-17.

Number of yards rushing by Bears
starter Cedric Benson before a knee injury
took him out of the game.

STORY BY MATTHEW GLENESK, STAFF WRITER
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ed to a full replay of the game on the
dome’s two large video screens.
“This is how I wanted to do it originally,”
Robinson said. “But this is a nice consolation, especially because we’re all here for
the same reason.”
Doors to the dome opened at 3 p.m. as
fans waited patiently on the steps outside
the stadium’s main entrance.
A blue-and-white mass of people began
to filter in the dome and expected the rally
to begin at 5:30 p.m. Travel issues forced a
late arrival by the Colts, but fans were
entertained by the game’s replay, which
was interrupted at times by “Let’s go
Colts!” chants.

Fans cheered as if they were watching
the game for the first time.
After Indianapolis won a replay challenge in the third quarter on a Marvin
Harrison catch along the sideline, a loud
roar rang out from the roughly 40,000 fans
in the dome.
The noise level got louder during Kelvin
Hayden’s third-quarter interception return
that provided the final score in the Colts’
29-17 victory against Chicago.
Anderson resident Todd Barron hosted a
Super Bowl party at his house Sunday and
also taped the game. He knew his hosting
duties wouldn’t allow him to watch the
game in its entirety. Plus, he said he need-

“I remember watching
this at home and
going absolutely crazy.
I certainly don’t mind
watching it again.”
Kyle Neal
Colts fan on watching a replay of
the team’s Super Bowl victory
before a rally at the RCA Dome on
Monday
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190
Combined yards by Indianapolis running
backs Joseph Addai and Dominic Rhodes.
Addai also had 10 pass receptions.

Indianapolis’ advantage over the Bears in
time of possession.

Indianapolis
Chicago

The Colts’ Bob Sanders, left, runs back an interception as
Indianapolis coach Tony Dungy celebrates during the fourth
quarter of Sunday’s Super Bowl victory against the Bears.

et and wild were the perfect winning conditions
for Peyton Manning and
the Indianapolis Colts in the
Super Bowl.
A team built for indoors found its
footing on a rain-soaked track and
outplayed the Chicago Bears to win
the NFL title 29-17 Sunday night.
The Colts were far less sloppy,
particularly their star quarterback,
who proved he can indeed win the
big game — the biggest game.
That’s what it was for Tony
Dungy, too. He became the first
black coach to win the championship, beating good friend and
protégé Lovie Smith in a game
that featured the first two black
coaches in the Super Bowl.
“It’s hard to put into words,” said
Manning, the game’s MVP after
hitting 25 of 38 passes for 247 yards
with one touchdown. “I’m proud to
be part of this team. We stuck
together, won this game for our
leader, Tony Dungy.”

6 10 6 7 — 29
14 0 3 0 — 17
First quarter
Chi—Hester 92 kickoff return (Gould
kick), 14:46.
Ind—Wayne 53 pass from P.Manning
(run failed), 6:50.
Chi—Muhammad 4 pass from Grossman
(Gould kick), 4:34.
Second quarter
Ind—FG Vinatieri 29, 11:17.
Ind—Rhodes 1 run (Vinatieri kick), 6:09.
Third quarter
Ind—FG Vinatieri 24, 7:26.
Ind—FG Vinatieri 20, 3:16.
Chi—FG Gould 44, 1:14.
Fourth quarter
Ind—Hayden 56 interception return
(Vinatieri kick), 11:44.
Team stats
Ind
Chi
First downs
24
11
Total net yards
430
265
Rushes-yards
42-191 19-111
Passing
239
154

MIAMI BEACH, Fla.

T

ony Dungy makes no secret of the fact
he won’t coach for the long haul.
But he doesn’t sound like he plans to
walk away from the Indianapolis Colts anytime soon.
Basking in the afterglow of Sunday night’s
Super Bowl win, Dungy hinted strongly that
he’ll return for a sixth season with the Colts.
“I still have a lot of passion for the game,
a lot of enthusiasm,” Dungy said Monday
morning, less than 12 hours after the Colts’
29-17 victory against the Chicago Bears.
“After a night like last night, how can you
not love it? I’m not burned out. I’m not tired
at all.

Indianapolis

Mary Margaret Ebbeler, 87
Margene H. Norton, 81
Elsewhere

Ruby E. Smock, 82

When: Kickoff, 6:25 p.m.
Site: Dolphin Stadium,
Miami
On TV: WISH-Channel 8
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THE WAR IN IRAQ

PREP BASKETBALL

CENTER GROVE, GREENWOOD
GIRLS TRY TO GRAB ROAD WINS
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For a sneak preview of
what stories reporters are
working on, sign
up for the Daily
Journal e-mail
news update.
We will alert you
to breaking news and tell
you about stories we are
planning.
You can subscribe by
sending an e-mail to
newsupdate@thejournal
net.com. Put “subscribe” in
the subject line.

DEATHS
Elsewhere

Sgt. Ethan C. Hertler, 22
Linda K. Shook, 42
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Police: NFL items printed illegally
BY CANDACE BEATY
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
cbeaty@thejournalnet.com

Lucas Digital Graphics was raided by Greenwood officers
Thursday for making unlicensed Colts gear, police said.

The Indiana Pacers know what it
means to a team and a city to
reach a league championship.
Pacers CEO Donnie Walsh
talks about when his team was
the toast of the town.
Page E7

A Center Grove graphics business
was raided and merchandise was
seized after officers found it was printing illegal Colts apparel, police said.
Officers went to Lucas Digital
Graphics, in a strip mall near State
Road 135 and Main Street, about 10
a.m. Thursday after being tipped off
that the business was not licensed by
the National Football League to make

and sell Colts gear, Greenwood officer
Matt Fillenwarth said.
Copyright infringement is a Class C
felony, which can be punishable by
three to nine years in prison, Fillenwarth said.
No arrests have been made, nor have
any charges been filed.
The investigation was triggered by
Dan Emerson, an attorney for the
Indianapolis Colts, according to a
search warrant affidavit.

(SEE GRAPHICS, BACK PAGE)
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SUNDAY’S GAME

When: Kickoff, 6:25 p.m.
Site: Dolphin Stadium,
Miami
On TV: WISH-Channel 8

Steady leadership

Pop quiz, hotshot

The winning effect

Colts players say it’s head coach
Tony Dungy’s honesty, integrity
and devotion to faith that steer the
team. Also, a look at the steady
lineup of assistant coaches.

Think you know the Super Bowl?
Test your knowledge with a pop
quiz about the NFL’s biggest game.
Quick, name the only kick
returner to win the Super Bowl
MVP award.
Page E5

The Indiana Pacers know what it
means to a team and a city to
reach a league championship.
Pacers CEO Donnie Walsh
talks about when his team was
the toast of the town.
Page E7
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Look for our
special preview
section on the
Super Bowl.

BY CANDACE BEATY
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
cbeaty@thejournalnet.com
STAFF PHOTOS BY SCOTT ROBERSON/sroberson@thejournalnet.com

not only wearing Colts jerseys; the school’s faculty also has planned a
tailgate party for today with food that people eat at football games.

Academic game plans
Teachers build on Colts’ popularity to make lessons interesting for kids
BY SARAH LIPPS
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
slipps@thejournalnet.com

S

chool colors have temporarily been
abandoned. The hues, steeped in
tradition, that have separated rival
institutions in Johnson County have now
faded into one common shade: blue.
As the Super Bowl approaches, teachers and administrators have capitalized
on the excitement.
Lesson plans are being planned around
football. And school morale is getting a
boost with pep rallies, tailgating parties
and spirit days.
At Westwood Elementary School in
Greenwood, fifth-graders created choreographed song or rap videos that hearken
back to the 1985 Chicago Bears’ “Super
Bowl Shuffle.”

Students used spelling words to create
the songs that parodied commercial jingles or pop tunes. One group even did a
rendition of “12 days of Christmas.” Part
of it went like this:
Five Super Bowl rings
Four wide receivers
Three terrific tackles
Two minute warnings
And a magnificent silver trophy
“The kids are so excited to get to do
something that is very different and relevant and authentic,” teacher Teresa
Gross said.
Students were given football cards so
they could use the statistics to learn
about the concepts of mean, median,
mode and range.
The likenesses of Colts players are

(SEE ACADEMIC, BACK PAGE)

Pleasant Grove fifth-grader Nick Stricker, 10,
painted his hair and face to support the Colts.

Star-gazers will be happy with pregame, halftime entertainment
BY RICK MORWICK
DAILY JOURNAL SPORTS EDITOR
rmorwick@thejournalnet.com

MIAMI
illy Joel was glad to be here, but he
had a hard time fathoming the circumstance.
He is, after all, performing only one
song at the Super Bowl, an event so
colossal that even the introduction of
non-headliners commands an entire
news conference.

“I’m actually kind of surprised I’m
doing all this to sing the national
anthem,” the Grammy-winning pop
singer told a crowd of about 200 journalists Thursday afternoon at the Miami
Beach Convention Center, where the
NFL introduced Sunday’s high-end lineup of Super Bowl entertainment.
The highly choreographed media event
not only outlined what’s on tap, it underscored the fact that who performs at the
Super Bowl is almost — and possibly
even more — important for television

ratings than who plays in the game.
It also featured a surprising-but-rousing preview of the halftime show, which
will be performed by pop artist Prince.
But more on that in a moment.
As a result of the NFL’s efforts to draw
the widest possible TV audience for the
Super Bowl (last year’s drew an estimated 141 million U.S. viewers), pregame
and halftime entertainment almost
shares center stage with the game itself.

(SEE HAPPY, PAGE A8)
B10

Morwick in Miami

Tell us your story

Hunter Smith

Daily Journal sports
editor Rick Morwick
arrived in Miami on
Monday. All this week,
he’s brought you the
hype and hoopla that is
the Super Bowl.

Colts fans, tell us why
you adore the Colts and
how you show them the
love. Oh, and Bears
fans, too.

Keep the seventh in
a series of special
commemorative
pages featuring key
Colts. Today’s
spotlights punter
Hunter Smith.
Page B10.

The fourth of his daily
dispatches is on Page A2.

Send story ideas and
photos to newstips@
thejournalnet.com or call
736-2712.
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Churches planning big Super
Bowl parties rushed Thursday to
change their plans after word
spread about the National
Football League’s strict publicviewing policy.
Some local churches want to
host Super Bowl parties to give
members a safe place to watch
the game and show that
Christians know how to have fun.
The NFL says that’s fine, just
don’t charge admission and don’t
show the game on screens bigger
than 55 inches.
Plans to project Sunday’s game
on a screen larger than the limit
have been scrubbed at Friendship
Baptist Church in Franklin, pastor
Fred Brown said.
The league does not allow mass
viewings of the games outside
private homes. Bars and restaurants that show televised sports
as part of the regular operations
are exempt, NFL spokesman
Greg Aiello said.
Friendship Baptist still plans to
have a party, but the projection
will be smaller or a big-screen
television will be used, he said.
Brown isn’t ready to give in to
the NFL’s rules just yet, though.
He sent information about the
party and the NFL’s regulations
to Christian-based advocacy
group American Center for Law
and Justice.
“I just don’t think it’s a wise
move,” he said of the NFL’s policy.
Friendship Baptist encouraged
its members to invite friends and
family to the party as a way to
show that Christians have fun.
They could get invitation cards
from the church to pass out, he
said.
Other than a smaller TV, the
party will continue as planned.
They also will show an inspirational video featuring Tony
Dungy and some Colts players
during halftime, instead of the
network halftime show. Prizes
will be given out, and free food
will be served, Brown said.
Churches such as Friendship
Baptist and Community Church
of Greenwood changed their
plans after word spread that the
NFL demanded an Indianapolis

(SEE CHURCHES, PAGE A8)
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His principal calls him a mini celebrity.
“Tyler!” “Tyler!” “Tyler!”
His name echoed off the walls at the West
Grove Elementary gym Wednesday.
Leukemia treatments prevent 11-year-old
Tyler Genneken from being able to go to
school.
Most of the children hadn’t seen the fifth
grader all year.
But on Wednesday, Tyler was able to see
his friends at a special assembly.
The event was part Colts pep-rally and part
send-off for Tyler, who is now the school’s
special representative headed to the Super
Bowl.
Being with Tyler was good because the students got to see their friend in good spirits,
Principal Debra Duncan said.
The afternoon was also good for Tyler, who
wouldn’t admit it, but liked the enthusiasm
from his friends, his father said.
Sam’s Club is sending the entire Genneken
family to Miami.
Tyler and his father, Drew Genneken, will
get to see the game from the third row of
Dolphin stadium.
As Tyler prepares for his trip, he is finding
that his family will be ambassadors for central Indiana.
“He’s not a star and was looking forward to

one day being just one of the crowd,” his
father said.
Tyler’s style is to be the quiet man, to do
his job and stay out of the limelight, like his
hero, Marvin Harrison.
But it tickles him that his friends care so
much about him, Drew Genneken said.
“He will be grinning for the rest of the
day,” he said.

At the school, hundreds of students cheered
for the Colts while they waved their arms to
the team’s theme song, “Go Blue” by
Indianapolis band Mudkids.
They also gave Tyler a football-shaped
poster signed by all of the students.
“This is all of our good wishes to the
Colts,” Duncan told Tyler. “Please take it with
you to Miami.”
The poster is one of the items the family
will take with them representing their neighbors and friends.
A medallion given to Tyler by a deputy
mayor of the city of Indianapolis, hats,
posters, Colts items and the good wishes of
hundreds of others also are being sent with
the family.
Tyler and the Gennekens are now representatives of West Grove, Center Grove and
Indianapolis in Miami.
“We are glad to do it. We know how lucky
we are to go,” his father said.
They are even going to try to get the memorabilia they are toting signed by the team
any way they can, his father said.
“Joyce gets to go to a players wives’ luncheon. Maybe we can get some in that way,”
Drew Genneken said of his wife.
Tyler said he understands his responsibility
as an ambassador. But he is sort of in shock
by the reaction of all of his friends and everyone else.
“This is weird,” he said with a shy smile.
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Each player on the winning
team pockets $73,000 whether he
takes the field or not. A $5,000
ring is included in the prize
package. The NFL buys 150 for
the winning team.
The losing payout’s not bad,
either.
Those guys get $38,000 per
player and a piece of jewelry
worth roughly half of what the
winning rings cost. That should
soothe the agony of defeat somewhat.
No doubt it’s a rough life, but
somebody’s got to live it.

S

One game. One goal.

Super Bowl XLI
AFC champion Indianapolis Colts
vs. NFC champion Chicago Bears

m

MIAMI

SECTION E

Two weeks of interviews, preparation and
analysis all come down to this: the Colts,
the Bears and a Sunday evening.

NFL’s strict policy
on large screens
prompts changes
Pleasant Grove Elementary has gotten into the act of decorating.
Classrooms have become blue and white to support the Colts. Kids are
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Items from break-in at nearby Franklin home may aid in investigation
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
slipps@thejournalnet.com

information led police to the theory that the suspect may have
left the burglarized home with
the pitcher.
“Please bring any information
forward. We will do a thorough
job of investigating the case,”
Borges said.
Of the hundreds of tips
received so far, none has been
connected to the murders of

QBs: Advantage, Colts?

TAKEN IN BURGLARY

Chynna L. Dickus and her stepson, Blake Dickus.
Investigators are pleading
with the public to come forward
with any information that can
help solve the crimes.
“Information about suspicious
persons or unusual vehicles
in the Branigin subdivision,

(SEE POLICE, BACK PAGE)

Franklin police believe a July 24
break-in near a home where two people were killed may have a connection
to the murders. A pitcher of lemonade,
bicentennial coins, Eisenhower dollar
coins, and a men’s ruby 1968 Maine
Township High School East (Park
Ridge, Ill.) class ring were taken from
2555 Woodfield Blvd.
Anyone who remembers someone
carrying the pitcher of lemonade that
day or who has been shown the other
items should call police at 736-5111.

BREAKING
IT DOWN
A head-to-head comparison
of the Colts’ Peyton Manning
and the Bears’ Rex Grossman:

NFL experience
Grossman is in his fourth NFL
season and first as a starter.
Manning is in his ninth season,
all as a starter.
Advantage,
Manning

Record

ROAD TO THE SUPER BOWL
Two weeks of interviews, preparation and
analysis all come down to this: the Colts,
the Bears and a Sunday evening.

One game. One goal.

Grossman was 13-3 as a
starter during the regular season. Manning was 12-4.
Advantage,
Grossman

Colts, Bears have eyes on NFL’s top prize

High school career

Inside: Special Super Bowl section with game analysis, lineups and statistics, Section E

Grossman led Bloomington
South to a Class 5A IHSAA
state title and earned national
player of the year honors.
Manning led Isidore Newman
High School in New Orleans to a
34-5 record and earned national
player of the year honors.
Advantage,
even

NCAA career

It’s party time

AP PHOTOS

Chicago Bears quarterback Rex Grossman, left, has had a season
marked by ups and downs. Indianapolis Colts quarterback Peyton

B

(SEE SPENDING, BACK PAGE)

STAFF PHOTOS BY SCOTT ROBERSON/sroberson@thejournalnet.com

Above: Training dummies are on display at the Greenwood Fire Department on Friday. Top left:
Northeast Elementary School assistant Kim Myers helps Olivia Hook, 8, make a Colts pennant.
Top center: Greenwood city employees and friends make their way through the tailgate buffet
line. Top right: The front of Dick’s Sporting Goods at Greenwood Park Mall shows Colts spirit.

Morwick in Miami

Tell us your story

Reggie Wayne

Daily Journal sports
editor Rick Morwick
arrived in Miami on
Monday. All this week,
he’s brought you the
hype and hoopla that is
the Super Bowl.

Colts fans, tell us why
you adore the Colts and
how you show them the
love. Oh, and Bears
fans, too.

Keep the final in
a series of special
commemorative
pages featuring key
Colts. Today’s
spotlights Pro Bowl
wide receiver
Reggie Wayne.
Page B8.

The fifth of his daily
dispatches is on Page A2.

Send story ideas and
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thejournalnet.com or call
736-2712.
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or many Colts fans, the idea of
someone not watching Sunday’s
Super Bowl is
unthinkable. It’s
been the main
topic of conversation: Will Peyton
Manning finally get
Here’s a look at
that Super Bowl
some Sunday
ring? Will Adam
evening TV options
Vinatieri be the
for the anti-football
hero once again?
crowd:
But, of course,
“Extreme
not all Hoosiers are
Makeover: Home
Colts fans. Some
Edition”
don’t like football,
WRTV-Channel 6,
or any sports for
7 p.m.
that matter.
“Grease: You’re
For those people,
the One that I
Sunday will be just
Want”
another Sunday.
WTHR-Channel 13,
Greenwood resi7 and 8 p.m.
dent Jon Pate
“America’s
won’t be tuning
Funniest Home
into the game
Videos”
Sunday night. He
WRTV-Channel 6,
just doesn’t care,
8 p.m.
he said.
“Old School”
Instead he will
WRTV-Channel 6,
sit back, relax and
9 p.m.
enjoy his day off
“Puppy Bowl III,”
work. Maybe he’ll
with kitty halftime
show
watch a movie
Animal Planet,
instead, he said. He
6 p.m.
used to like foot“Scooby-Doo in
ball, but that was
Where’s My
when he could go
Mummy?”
outside and play it
Cartoon Network,
with friends.
7 p.m.
Heather Wenning
Figure skating,
of Whiteland
U.S.
doesn’t like to
Championship
watch any sports.
ESPN, 8 p.m.
She’s not making
“Ladder 49”
an exception for
AMC, 8 p.m.
this season’s Super
Bowl, either.
“Movie night is probably going to be
Sunday night,” she said.
She was invited to a Super Bowl party but doesn’t plan on going. Instead,
she and her roommate likely will watch
a movie or go for a drive, she said.
Some of their friends won’t let them
watch the game anyway, she said.
They say whenever her roommate
watches, the Colts lose.
She is curious enough about the
game, though, that she’ll look to see
the final score, she said.

Daily Journal sports
editor Rick Morwick is
in Miami this week.
He’ll bring you all the
hoopla that is Super
Bowl XLI and will be
there when the Colts
and Bears square off.

MIAMI

F

or Peyton Manning, there’s adulation, commercials, superstardom
and a certain trip to Canton, Ohio.
For Rex Grossman, there’s
none of the above.
He had no guarantee he’d even start in
the playoffs.
Yet for all the trials and tribulations the
embattled Chicago Bears quarterback
endured during the regular season, he has
the same opportunity that Manning, the
Indianapolis Colts superstar, has Sunday
evening: He can lead his team to a Super
Bowl championship.

DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
cbeaty@thejournalnet.com

F
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MORWICK IN MIAMI

BY RICK MORWICK
DAILY JOURNAL SPORTS EDITOR
rmorwick@thejournalnet.com

BY CANDACE BEATY

BY RICK MORWICK

Manning, right, had another stellar regular season, struggled in the
team’s first two playoff games but led a rally in the AFC title game.

Bears have faith in much-maligned Grossman

If football
on TV isn’t
your thing ...

‘Everybody
thinks we’re
nuts spending
this much’
etty Hite doesn’t mind the
teasing. Neither does her
husband, Richard.
Yes, $600 per ticket is a lot for a
single football game, as family
and friends have constantly
reminded them.
But when you’ve been a seasonticket holder for 23 years and your
favorite team finally makes the
Super Bowl, the chance to go to
the big game is priceless.
“Everybody thinks we’re nuts
spending this much money to
come to a ball game, but we’re
coming,” said Betty, who, along
with her husband, landed in
West Palm Beach early Friday
afternoon.
The Whiteland couple are
among several Johnson County
residents who’ve made the expensive but exclusive trip to the
Miami area for Sunday’s Super
Bowl between the Indianapolis
Colts and Chicago Bears.
Fortunately for the Hites, who
shelled out $1,200 for tickets, lodging is free. They’re staying in Fort
Lauderdale in a beachfront home
owned by friends in Whiteland.
But as diehard Colts faithful,
the Hites would have made the
trip even if they didn’t have a free
place to stay.
They’ve had season tickets
since the Colts relocated to

WHAT
ELSE IS
ON?

For Grossman, the undisputed ugly
duckling of the quarterback beauty
pageant, that’s all that matters.
He still can be a swan.
“I want to win this Super Bowl for my
teammates and coach (Lovie) Smith and
the fans and for myself,” said Grossman,

the center of blistering criticism for his
season-long erratic play. “I feel a lot of
pressure in that. I’m sure it’s the same
way for Peyton.
“He wants to win it for his teammates,
coaches and things like that. We are all in
the same boat.”
But the quarterbacks couldn’t be more
different.
Manning is a seven-time Pro Bowler
who is already regarded by some as the
best ever in the NFL. A Super Bowl victory might ensure that legacy.
Grossman, meanwhile, struggled mightily at times during his first full season as
a starter and nearly lost his job to backup
Brian Griese.

(SEE QBs, PAGE B3)

“If you are a quarterback in the NFL, and I am biased, I think it’s the hardest job in
sports. If you lead your team to a Super Bowl berth, you are doing an outstanding job.”
Peyton Manning
Colts quarterback on frequent criticism of Bears QB Rex Grossman

Grossman led Florida to a
23-8 record and was a Heisman
runner-up and MVP of the SEC
Championship Game. Manning
led Tennessee to a 39-6 record
and was a Heisman runner-up
and MVP of the SEC
Championship Game.
Advantage,
even

2006 statistics
Grossman threw for 3,193
yards, 23 touchdowns and 20
interceptions and had a quarterback rating of 73.9. Manning
threw for 4,397 yards, 31 touchdowns and nine interceptions
and a QB rating of 101.0.
Advantage,
Manning

Postgame persona
Grossman is known for fending off questions about his own
poor play. Manning is known for
droning on and on about Xs
and Os.
Advantage,
even

Endorsement deals

BY BARRY WILNER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MIAMI
He points, he pivots, he barks out more
orders than a coffee shop waiter at lunchtime.
When Peyton Manning is running the show
for the Indianapolis Colts, it’s difficult to decipher if he is performing magic or just blowing smoke.
“That would be impossible to answer without giving away secrets,” Manning said with
a smile.
When Manning brings his offense to the
line against the Chicago Bears in Sunday’s
Super Bowl, at times he will resemble a mae-

marker with the nose of the football.
While being so close to the action has its
advantages, it also can prove prickly at times.
With plays sometimes spilling across the sidelines, members of the chain crew have sometimes taken physical punishment from fast-moving players.
“You just have to keep your eyes open all the
time and be aware of what’s going on,” Klein said.
“You never know when they are going to come at
you, and you have to be able to get out of the way.”
Klein never has been run over by a player. But
during the AFC Championship Game against
New England, he had to dodge some action.

BY JIM ALEXANDER
THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE (RIVERSIDE, CALIF.)

MIAMI

T

he NFL has always been disingenuous when it comes to
gambling.
The game is
paramount, so
the theory goes,
and the integrity
of the game cannot be risked by
any exposure to
A look at how
wagering, whemuch is spent on
ther legal or
gambling in
illegal.
These are, after Nevada on NFL
and college footall, the people
ball, according to
who not only
the Center for
refused to accept
Gaming Research
Super Bowl ads
at the University
from the Las
of Nevada-Las
Vegas Visitors
Vegas:
and Convention
2003
Authority but also
warned NBC
$829 million
against including
2004
promos for the TV

COLUMN

BIG
MONEY

show “Las Vegas” $972 million
during Sunday
2005
Night Football
$1.06 billion
telecasts.
After all, one
Super Bowl XLI
glimpse of Nikki
$80 million
Cox is all it takes
to send us streaming to the casinos,
right?
“Our policies are designed to
ensure the integrity of our game by
maintaining a clear separation
between our game and the potentially corrosive impact of sports
gambling,” NFL spokesman Greg
Aiello wrote in an e-mail.
Yet the point spread, set in Vegas,

Both quarterbacks are making their first Super Bowl trip.
Advantage,
even

(SEE SECRET, PAGE B3)

BENSON

JONES

Sharing load
works for
Bears’ backs
BY RICK MORWICK
DAILY JOURNAL SPORTS EDITOR
rmorwick@thejournalnet.com

MIAMI

Colts quarterback Peyton Manning calls an audible, or perhaps is bluffing, during an AFC divisional playoff game at Baltimore on Jan. 17.

man stays busy
when Colts move the chains
HE’S SEEN IT ALL Greenwood

A

Greenwood man has possibly the best view
of Colts games in the RCA Dome.
Bob Klein doesn’t have Indianapolis
Colts season tickets, but for the past 23 years has
been a member of the Colts’ first-down chain
crew. At every home game, he holds the bright
orange sideline down marker.
“I like my seat for the game,” he said. “I see literally everything and hear everything that goes
on. It’s a lot better than sitting in the stands.”
Klein, 66, is responsible for the marker with
the down box at the top, which means he
changes the down indicator after each play.
Before every set of downs, he lines up his

NFL tries to
distance itself
from gambling

Super Bowl appearances

stro conducting a finely tuned orchestra.
Other times, he’ll look like a disoriented traveler seeking directions.
“To me, our offense, like any offense, is
about execution,” said the NFL’s leading
passer. “We do call certain plays at the line of
scrimmage; that’s no secret there.
“I think you have to be confident in your
offense. That’s part of playing in the NFL,
and the reason you have confidence is
because of how hard you worked and how
hard you prepared. I’ve used this quote
before, but my dad gave it to me when I was
a kid. It was by Chuck Noll, which said,

(SEE SLEIGHT, PAGE B3)

Dirty
little
secret

Grossman recently filmed a
“Got Milk?” ad. Manning is
known for saying, “Rub some
dirt on it!” in MasterCard
commercials.
Advantage,
Manning

Sleight of hand part of Peyton’s game

STORY BY
MATTHEW
GLENESK

With his eyes focused on the field, he was
unaware of a television crew member holding a
parabolic microphone dish standing behind him.
“That thud you heard on TV was probably me,”
Klein joked.
Klein said the biggest challenge is keeping up
with a no-huddle, hurry-up offense.
“They want to move quickly a lot of times, and
we have to be on our toes,” he said. “If it’s after
an extremely long run and we don’t make it
down the field in time for the next play, one of
the officials will throw down a bean bag so we

Bob Klein of Greenwood holds the down marker during an Indianapolis Colts game at the RCA Dome.

Jan. 31

orry, but after three days,
it’s still funny to hear
Miamians
complaining
about a cold
snap.
That’s what
one local
called it on
this morning’s
bus ride to
another round
of news conferences at the
Colts’ plush
hotel in Fort
Lauderdale.
Temperatures dip into the 50s
at night and hover in the mid- to
upper 60s during the day.
I’m sure your heart bleeds.
This morning, when I went
through security about 8:30 a.m.
at the media center, the young
woman who searched my computer bag was bundled in a coat
and hooded sweat shirt and wore
knit gloves.
She shivered and complained
about the temperature through
the entire process.
“I want this cold to go away,”
she said, echoing a sentiment
her co-workers muttered as they
worked the security line. “I can’t
stand this cold.”
I can, but I didn’t have the
heart to say.

TAK NG N M AM

(SEE CHAIN, PAGE B3)

Schematically and aesthetically,
the Colts and Bears have little in
common on offense.
But they do have a common approach to running the football. They
divvy the carries between two backs.
As with the Colts, it allows the
Bears to exploit the strengths of a
veteran and a youngster.
“It is something that has been
good for our team this year,” said
Thomas Jones, the elder statesman
of Chicago’s rotating backfield.
A seventh-year player, Jones is the
starter and leading rusher. He topped
1,000 yards for the second straight
season and is the Bears’ chief ground
threat.
But second-year pro Cedric
Benson lends plenty of support.
Chicago’s first-round pick last
season, Benson saw little action
early in the season but has seen his
workload increase steadily as the
year progressed.
The one-two punch, much like the
Colts’ combination of veteran
Dominic Rhodes and rookie Joseph

(SEE BACKS, PAGE B3)
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70 degrees and a
view of the Atlantic
Speaking of temperatures,
they’re not bad at the moment.
Here in Fort Lauderdale,
where the Colts are roughing it
at a beachside resort with a
spectacular view of the Atlantic,
it’s about 70 degrees at 11 a.m.
I haven’t been outside much,
but today is the warmest day of
the week so far.
But enough about the weather.
Back to the Colts.
To put in perspective how
tough they have it, consider this:
Not only are they living in the
lap of luxury (spas, pools, salons,
saloons, beaches, etc.), they will
be considerably wealthier when
they head home, win or lose,
from Sunday’s Super Bowl.

Bw

Look who s
ta k ng
M

Circus over
Day 3 of the circus ended at
noon.
In a scene considerably more
compact but no less frenetic
than Tuesday’s mass media
event at Dolphin Stadium,
Wednesday’s news conferences
were conducted in a large
tent-like shelter just outside
the Colts’ hotel (the Bears conducted theirs earlier in the
morning at digs in Miami that,
word on the street has it, are far
less swanky than the Colts’
accommodations).
Players were again scattered
at various locales, with the most
high-profile perched at podiums
around the shelter.
The lesser-knowns simply sat
at tables, looking bored, reading
papers or chatting among themselves, waiting for someone, anyone, to interview them.
If you wanted an intimate oneon-one with Rocky Boiman or
Tyjaun Hagler, this was your big
chance (few took advantage).
An hour later, when Tuesday’s
redundant questions — and the
ones from the day before and the
ones from the day before that —
were asked again, the session
ended.
Players went back to paradise,
and reporters were herded onto
Greyhound buses and shipped
back to the Miami Beach media
center about an hour’s drive
away.
Trust me, it’s not paradise.
But I will bring up the weather
again:
It beats where you are.
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Super Bowl XLI: Indianapolis Colts vs. Chicago Bears

Johnson County, Indiana

A suspect in the unsolved murders of two Franklin residents
may have walked the neighborhood carrying a pitcher of
lemonade taken from a nearby
home, police said.
Franklin police are still inves-

SECTION

ROAD TO THE SUPER BOWL

Police seek help in murder probe
tigating whether the burglary of
one home in the Branigin Woods
subdivision is related to the
murders. They are asking anyone who might have seen a person carrying a Tupperware
sheer, one-gallon pitcher of
lemonade in the area on July 24
to call police immediately.
Franklin Police Chief John
Borges isn’t releasing what
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Churches
scramble
to abide
by rules
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Think you know the Super Bowl?
Test your knowledge with a pop
quiz about the NFL’s biggest game.
Quick, name the only kick
returner to win the Super Bowl
MVP award.
Page E5

w

CG graphics firm raided

Party with Daily Journal
and radio stations

Get the early edition

Colts players say it’s head coach
Tony Dungy’s honesty, integrity
and devotion to faith that steer the
team. Also, a look at the steady
lineup of assistant coaches.

PREP BASKETBALL

CENTER GROVE,
GREENWOOD BOYS
SEEK ROAD WINS

50 cents

Johnson County, Indiana

Super Bowl XLI: Indianapolis Colts vs. Chicago Bears
Time: 6 p.m. Sunday TV: WISH-Channel 8 Radio: WFBQ-94.7 FM

WEB EXTRA

The winning effect

Page E3

Forgive Peyton Manning for staying
up all night.
After leading the Indianapolis Colts to
the Super Bowl championship, then celebrating with family, friends and teammates until the wee hours of Monday
morning, he earned the right to unwind
by watching a little TV.
OK, a lot of TV.
“Going on zero sleep right now. We
gave it a good run last night and this
morning until about 4:30,” the Colts
quarterback said barely four hours later
during a news conference at the Miami
Beach Convention Center. “(I) got back
to the room and then, of course, I had to
pop on the highlights and pop on the
NFL Network and see all what happened during the game.
“Kind of reliving that game, watching
the highlights was pretty special this
morning.”
Not just for him.
Coach Tony Dungy was still savoring
the moment, too, less than 12 hours
after the conclusion of Super Bowl XLI.
“I, like Peyton, am operating on zero
sleep as well,” Dungy said.
“We had a great party last night, and
just to be around our families and supporters and staff, it was just awesome to
be able to share that moment with them.”

Feb. 2
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ROAD TO THE SUPER BOWL

Colts fans can watch the
Super Bowl on 12-foot TVs
at
Jonathan
Byrd’s
Cafeteria.
The Daily Journal and radio
stations ESPN 950AM and
Gold 95.9 FM are partnering with Jonathan Byrd’s to
throw “Greenwood’s Biggest
Big Game Party” on
Sunday.
The event begins at 6 p.m.
and will feature a broadcast
of the Super Bowl football
game between the Indianapolis Colts and the Chicago
Bears in the restaurant’s
large banquet hall.
This will be a family event.
No alcohol will be served.
Owner Jonathan Byrd II
said the party will feature an
all-you-can-eat buffet and a
playroom for young children.
Tickets are $20 for adults,
$10 for children ages 3 to
12 and free for children 2
and younger.
Radio Disney 98.3 FM and
the Daily Journal will give
away prizes.
Jonathan Byrd’s will give
away items for feats performed by the Colts during
the game, such as touchdowns, field goals and sacks.
If the Colts win, Byrd will
pass out “Byrd Bucks” that
can be used during
February for any meals purchased in the cafeteria or
JB’s Express.
Reservations are recommended by calling 8818888 or on the Web at
www.jonathanbyrds.com.

Pop quiz, hotshot

ROAD TO THE SUPER BOWL
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Today
Skies: Cloudy, cold, flurries
Temps: High 33; low 12

Edinburgh

Greenwood
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General: Baghdad can be secured with fewer U.S. troops.
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YOU SHOULD KNOW
America’s oldest woman is
Franklin College graduate

Page B3

(SEE DUNGY, PAGE B3)

ARE 21,500 EXTRA SOLDIERS TOO MANY?

Today
Skies: Bitterly cold, flurries
Temps: High 22; low 4

Eva Mae Sconce, 101
Doris K. Williams, 68

Super Bowl XLI
AFC champion Indianapolis Colts
vs. NFC champion Chicago Bears

Monday, Feb. 5

www.thejournalnet.com

Ruth L. Hancock, 92
Eileen (Brooks) Rogers, 83
Robert Byrel Ulrey, 73

INSIDE

Dungy said that he’ll take some time to
discuss his future with his family and the
Colts organization.
But the more he talked about the Colts’
future Monday, the more he sounded like
he’d likely be part of it.
For example, he discussed the prospect of
successfully defending the Super Bowl title
next season and what his role would be in
that endeavor.
“We’re going to go back and talk about the
challenge of repeating and what it’s going to
take, that we’re going to have to play better,”
Dungy said. “Peyton (Manning) talked about

Super Bowl Sunday is finally here, and
wouldn’t you know it? It’s the worst day
of the week, by far.
South Beach party revelers (which
didn’t include yours truly) awoke to fog,
rain, mist, high humidity and no breeze.
That can’t be good for a hangover.
If TV pundits are to be believed, the
gloomy weather isn’t good for the Colts,
either.
By 9 a.m., assorted talking heads on
local Miami newstations were already
proclaiming what might be a wet, sloppy
grass field at Dolphin Stadium a distinct
advantage for the Bears.
Hmm.
After a week of dry, sunny, cloudless
days throughout south Florida, is the
morning gray really a bad omen for the
Colts? Is it a ray of hope for the underdog Bears?
What will Peyton & Co. do if it’s
raining at game time, which this morning’s forecast indicates is a distinct
possibility?
Should they concede defeat now and
acknowledge it was simply nice to be here?
No so fast.
Rumor has it that Dolphin Stadium’s
high-tech drainage system can absorb 3
inches of rain like a drop on a sponge.
Experts down here (the folks on TV)
say the field would literally be dry in
minutes following a 3-inch deluge.
So things probably aren’t as bad as
they seem.
Moreover, the Colts have overcome
worse adversity than the weather to get
to this point.
Rain won’t beat them. The Bears
might, but the weather won’t.

DAILY JOURNAL
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SUNDAY’S GAME

“I’m very, very fired up and looking forward to coming back.”
Looking forward to it, maybe, but not confirming it.
“I’ll evaluate it and see where we go,”
Dungy said. “But generally, after a couple of
days, you feel like everything is rolling, and
I do look forward to helping these guys
defend this title.”
So definitely, maybe, he’s coming back.
In light of comments in recent years that he
doesn’t plan to coach much beyond age 50,
speculation has been that Dungy, 51, wouldn’t
return if the Colts won the Super Bowl.
They did, yet he’s given no indication he’s
leaving.

TODAY’S USA WEEKEND

SHELBYVILLE — A 113year-old Franklin College
graduate is now
the oldest living
American —
and the secondoldest human
— after the
recent death of a 114-yearold Connecticut woman.
Edna Parker, who turns 114
on April 20, assumed her
new status following Sunday’s death of Emma Faust
Tillman, who was 114 and 67
days old when she died,
according to the Gerontology
Research Center.
Parker’s rival for the title of
the world’s oldest person is
Yone Minagawa, who turned
114 on Jan. 4 and lives in
Japan, according to the list.
Parker lives at Shelbyville’s
Heritage House Convalescent Center.
She was born April 20,
1893, in Morgan County,
growing up on a farm before
becoming a schoolteacher.
She taught in a two-room
school in the Shelby County
town of Smithland for several years until she wed her
childhood sweetheart and
next-door neighbor, Earl
Parker, in 1911.
The same year, she graduated from Franklin College
with a degree in education.
But as was the tradition of
that era, her teaching career
ended with her marriage.
Parker had two sons, both
of whom she has outlived.
Her husband died in 1938.
When she turned 113, she
was asked about the biggest
difference between today
and a century ago.
Parker said the difference is
clear.
“People were more friendly
and worked together,” she
said. “There wasn’t much
fighting.”

More on Sunday’s game:
• Super Bowl coaches prove nice guys can finish first
• Peyton Manning wins the big one, named Super Bowl MVP
• Bears’ Rex Grossman lives up to Bears fans’ worst fears

STORY BY RICK MORWICK, SPORTS EDITOR
From left,
coach Tony
Dungy,
team president Bill
Polian and
Colts
owner Jim
Irsay
acknowledge the
crowd at
Monday’s
Super
Bowl
championship rally.

One game. One goal.

Punt returns
3-42
1-3
Kickoff returns
4-89
6-138
Interception return
2-94
1-6
Comp-Att-Int
25-38-1 20-28-2
Sacked-Yards Lost
1-8
1-11
Punts
4-40.5
5-45.2
Fumbles-Lost
2-2
4-3
Penalties-Yards
6-40
4-35
Time of Possession
38:04
21:56
Individual stats
Rushing — Indianapolis: Rhodes 21113, Addai 19-77, Da.Clark 1-1,
P.Manning 1-0. Chicago: Jones 15-112,
Grossman 2-0, Benson 2-(minus 1).
Passing — Indianapolis: P.Manning
25-38-1-247. Chicago: Grossman 20-282-165.
Receiving — Indianapolis: Addai 1066, Harrison 5-59, Da.Clark 4-36, Wayne
2-61, Fletcher 2-9, Rhodes 1-8, Utecht 18. Chicago: De.Clark 6-64, Berrian 4-38,
Jones 4-18, Muhammad 3-35, McKie 2-8,
R.Davis 1-2.
Missed field goals — Indianapolis,
Vinatieri 36 (wide left).

(SEE REIGN, PAGE B3)

WEEKEND

LONG-DISTANCE
HEALTH CARE
Learn how to watch over
elderly relatives despite
living many miles away.

GAME SUMMARY

BY BARRY WILNER

W

Career Super Bowl field goals by the
Colts’ Adam Vinatieri, a record. Vinatieri had
kicked 12 straight field goals in the postseason before missing in the second quarter.

38:04/21:41

(SEE WATCHING, PAGE B3)

Nothing’s official, but Dungy — definitely maybe — seems likely to return

SECTION E
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quarterback Peyton Manning, the game’s MVP, reacts to Dominic Rhodes’ go-ahead
touchdown in the second quarter. Top right: Fans at Dolphin Stadium brave the rain.

MIAMI

Turnovers the Bears and Colts combined
for in the opening quarter, the most ever in
the first quarter of a Super Bowl.

ed to listen to the commentary, even after
the fact.
“This is a treat for me,” Barron said. “I
was going to watch the game again later
tonight, but there’s no sense in watching it
three times, is there?
“You know what? I just might watch it
again.”
Barron wasn’t the only Colts fan who
couldn’t get enough of the team’s victory.
Kyle Neal said he’s already watched the
game three times: once live, once an hour
after the game because he couldn’t fall
asleep and another time Monday morning
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True blue Colts fans don’t mind watching game over and over
f Jordan Robinson could have picked
one location to watch Sunday night’s
Super Bowl, it wouldn’t have taken him
long to decide.
Robinson, a Fishers resident, is an
Indianapolis Colts season-ticket holder and
couldn’t think of a better place to watch
the big game than at the place where he
watched 10 other Colts games this season:
the RCA Dome.
NFL regulations prohibited the live airing of the Super Bowl during Sunday
night’s telecast at the dome, but Colts fans
waiting to cheer on the team at Monday’s
Super Bowl championship rally were treat-

Colts stuff Bears with defense, time-eating drives
Turnovers key factor in first slippery Super Bowl

By the numbers

The moment we’ve been waiting for is
getting closer. Here’s how I know.
The crowded, congested downtown is
exponentially more crowded and congested today than it was during any
other day of the week.
You’ve probably heard how horrific
Miami traffic is. It’s that and much,
much worse.
The Super Bowl isn’t helping.
When I arrived to catch this morning’s
media shuttle in front of the downtown
Hyatt, the first thing I saw was a long
line of cars packed with people arriving
at the hotel (I’m guessing) for the game.
What I didn’t see in the sea of confusion was my shuttle, which arrives and
departs promptly every half hour, all
day every day, from 7 a.m. to 1 a.m.
It was late. The traffic caused it to be.
That was my first clue that the kickoff
is indeed rapidly approaching.
My second occurred at the media center, where the 3,500-odd (you can take
that anyway you want) journalists covering the game began picking up gameday credentials.
Today was the first day to do so. It
was obvious by the line of humanity outside the credential center that resembled a Saturday afternoon queue to ride
The Beast at Kings Island (OK, it wasn’t
that bad, but it wasn’t that good).
My third and final clue that the game
is at hand occurred when I had my
game-day credential in hand.
Critical mass is on the horizon.
Well, sort of.
Today is still pretty much the same as
the day before and the day before and the
day before and the day before and the
day before: News conferences, news conferences, news conferences, news conferences — and more news conferences.
Will the game ever get here?
No doubt players are thinking the
same thing. If they weren’t sick of
answering the same questions over and
over by Wednesday, you can bet your
cold-weather gear hat they are now.
If you don’t believe me, take it from
Colts offensive tackle Ryan Diem.
“I didn’t know we were going to do
this every day,” Diem said. “I knew we
had media day on Tuesday. I didn’t know
we had to do it every day. It’s been interesting. I’ve got a lot of the same questions over and over, but that’s part of the
job.”
Hang in there, Ryan. Only two more
days to go, and then the real circus
begins.

Sunday, Feb. 4

Feb. 3

Two weeks of interviews, preparation and
analysis all come down to this: the Colts,
the Bears and a Sunday evening.
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Colts defensive end Dwight Freeney recovers a fumble by Bears running back Cedric
Benson during the first quarter of Super Bowl XLI in Miami on Sunday. Top left: Colts
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Today, I’ll spare you the weather
update (even though it’s sunny, cloudless
and about 80 degrees in Miami Beach as
noon approaches) and get to the point.
Folks are gearing up for a pretty big
event down here, and it’s only three days
away.
It seems like a month.
The hype machine has been in overdrive since the Colts and Bears made the
big show, and it’s not slowing down a bit.
Today’s routine is much the same:
Player interviews, player interviews, and
more player interviews.
Tomorrow’s routine?
Player interviews, player interviews
and more player interviews.
Had enough?
Didn’t think so.
Once the obvious story lines have been
visited (and revisited and revisited and
revisited), the best thing about the
Super Bowl buildup is the revelation of
interesting detail that otherwise might
not surface during the course of the regular season.
For example, it’s no secret Tony
Dungy is a man of deep Christian faith.
But so are many of his players, and several have spoken openly about that this
week.
Here’s what offensive tackle Tarik
Glenn said: “(I want to) give Jesus all

the credit of why I’m here. It is so
important to me, because I feel that all
of this is a platform to get out testimony
to all of those who wonder what makes
us tick and what makes us go.
“I thank the good Lord for giving me
the talent and the ability to be able to do
this, and more importantly, just to know
that he’s blessed me with the stewardship of all of these accolades.
“When you look at it, this is the 41st
Super Bowl, and not too many people get
to this point. We have to do something
with it now that we’re here, and that’s
just a blessing in itself.”

Feb. 3
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From left, quarterback Peyton Manning gives a thumbs-up, coach Tony Dungy hoists the Lombardi Trophy,
and safety Bob Sanders shakes his dreadlocks during a rally to celebrate the Indianapolis Colts’ Super

and hover in the mid- to upper 60s during the day.
I’m sure your heart bleeds.
This morning, when I went through
security about 8:30 a.m. at the media
center, the young woman who searched
my computer bag was bundled in a coat
and hooded sweat shirt and wore knit
gloves.
She shivered and complained about the
temperature through the entire process.
“I want this cold to go away,” she said,
echoing a sentiment her co-workers muttered as they worked the security line. “I
can’t stand this cold.”
I can, but I didn’t have the heart to say.
Speaking of temperatures, they’re not
bad at the moment.
Here in Fort Lauderdale, where the
Colts are roughing it at a beachside
resort with a spectacular view of the
Atlantic, it’s about 70 degrees at 11 a.m.
I haven’t been outside much, but today
is the warmest day of the week so far.
But enough about the weather. Back to
the Colts.
To put in perspective how tough they
have it, consider this: Not only are they
living in the lap of luxury (spas, pools,
salons, saloons, beaches, etc.), they will
be considerably wealthier when they
head home, win or lose, from Sunday’s
Super Bowl.
Each player on the winning team
pockets $73,000 whether he takes the
field or not. A $5,000 ring is included in
the prize package. The NFL buys 150 for
the winning team.
The losing payout’s not bad, either.
Those guys get $38,000 per player and
a piece of jewelry worth roughly half of
what the winning rings cost. That should
soothe the agony of defeat somewhat.
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The Daily Journal is committed to
responsible reporting, professional
business practices and dedicated
community service.
The newspaper is a member of the
A

Want to see more? Back issues of the Daily Journal can be purchased by calling 736-7101.
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