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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

GARFIELD

PEANUTS

ALLEY OOP

SOUP TO NUTS

THE BORN LOSER

FRANK AND ERNEST 

ARLO AND JANIS

DILBERT

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

HERMAN

REALITY CHECK

DEAR ABBY: “Slightly
Cluttered in Washington” wrote
that, as a single dad, he is deeply
involved with his children’s activi-
ties. Then he described his rela-
tionship with his ladyfriend as at
a standstill because he spends so
much time with his children that
his housekeeping isn’t up to her
standards.

You complimented him on his
parenting skills and advised that
his kids should be sharing the
chores. Your answer was right on.
My children and I have always
cleaned up together. But when
there’s a choice to be made, time
with family always comes first.

Before you know it, the kids are
grown and gone, but there will
always be housework to be done.
That was my philosophy, and it
has paid off. We invested in our
children. Now they’re paying us
back by involving us in their lives
and trusting us with the most
valuable thing they have: our
grandchildren. 

— HIGH-YIELD INVESTOR 
IN UTAH

DEAR INVESTOR: I’m pleased
your investment of time and love
is paying off. Many readers com-
mented on that letter. Some felt I
didn’t praise the father highly
enough; others felt the lady-
friend’s priorities were what need-
ed reorganizing, not his home.
Read on:

DEAR ABBY: Why doesn’t the
woman he’s dating pitch in? She
could bond with the kids by join-
ing them for a cleaning day on
Saturdays, while Dad takes over
another chore. She appears to be
disconnected from their lives. 

Maybe she could start bonding
now and bring cleaning into their
lives by making chores fun. After
all, to date a dad is to date his
kids. 

— SIGRID G. IN L.A.
DEAR ABBY: I grew up with a

mother who was a neat freak. We
kids had to clean the house every
day, even when the weekly clean-
ing lady came. Our pets were
imprisoned in the basement. We
were allowed to bathe only once a
week so the bathroom would be
scum-free. If a book or a coat was
left on the sofa for a minute, we
were spanked.

We grew up knowing our moth-
er cared more for her fancy home
than for us. Bravo to “Cluttered”
for putting his kids first. Happy
childhood memories are worth far
more than pictures of a spotless
home. 

— A.S.R., HOUSTON

Your birthday:
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2007

With the entrance of a new dynamic
friend in your life, a number of important
contacts will be established. This indi-
vidual will be responsible for helping you
see others from a fresher, more positive
perspective.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 

Channels of communication may be
opened to you, yet sadly you might use
them only in areas that are purely
social. This can be gratifying to a point,
but unproductive in the long run.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 

Harboring strong desires for material
things might give you incentive for ways
to acquire financial growth, but they may
also make you equally extravagant. It’s a
no-win day.
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 

Even though you may be motivated to
advance your self-interests, there’s a
possibility you’re likely to go about
things in ways that will prove to be
unproductive and a waste of time.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 

If you’re distracted by peripheral
developments and unable to focus
exclusively on your prime objectives,
don’t expect to achieve the goals you
had in mind. It won’t help to get angry.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 

Don’t allow yourself to get drawn into
a silly debate with a friend over who
always does favors for the other. It’s a
meaningless dispute that will not pro-
duce any winners or losers.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)

Your own logical perceptions are like-

ly to be far superior to those of some-
one with whom you’re involved at this
time, so don’t let this person intimidate
you into believing otherwise.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 

You’re not apt to work too well under
pressure, so schedule your assignments
in ways where you’ll have far more time
needed to complete them. Give yourself
ample time.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 

The only way you’ll be effective in
handling your commercial affairs is by
refusing to permit those who aren’t
involved to interfere. Limit participants
only to the ones who belong.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) 

Proper timing will spell the difference
between success and failure. Be patient
and don’t prematurely attempt to finalize
anything before it’s ready. Let matters
develop as needed.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 

Be a careful listener so that there is
no possibility you could get offended
and misinterpret something someone
says where no ill will was intended.
Don’t jump to conclusions.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)

Try to avoid financial extremes, espe-
cially where your social involvements
are concerned. Don’t spend more than
you should or get too tight in situations
where everyone is pitching in.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 

If you have a difficult time separating
past experiences from present happen-
ings, you could be in for an unpleasant
time by resurrecting an old grudge
about something that was history.

GET FUZZY

GRAND AVENUE

Readers praise
Dad for making
kids top priority

‘Dear Abby’ by Pauline
Phillips and Jeanne Phillips


