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REALITY CHECK

DEAR ABBY: I am writing on
behalf of my friends at work. We
have a co-worker, “Madge,” who
had a stillborn baby last year. It
was tragic. 

Our problem is, she keeps a
photo of the deceased infant with
its little eyes sewn shut on her desk
in plain view, so that if we must
interact with her (we have an open
cubicle layout) we have to see it.

Is this appropriate? Ninety per-
cent of the employees here are
women. Most are appalled. Others
say, “Well, it’s all she has.”

Madge is expecting again, and
we are rooting for her and the
baby. 

In addition to all this, she is mean
and gossipy. Madge tells everyone
what to do and how to do it, which
is not in her job description. 

I hope that when the baby
arrives she will soften and not be
so bitter. But how on earth do we
blow off that photo? 

— APPALLED 
IN THE MIDWEST

DEAR APPALLED: While a
person’s desktop is usually private
territory, I agree that the photo-
graph you describe is inappropri-
ate in an office environment. 

Because Madge feels the need
to keep the picture of her stillborn
baby close, it should be kept in her
purse with other family photos or
in her desk drawer. 

How very sad that woman must
be. The person who should deal
with this delicate problem is the
boss or the supervisor.

DEAR ABBY: How do I over-
come my insecurity issues? I have
been insecure all my life. I have
always felt fat, ugly, unacceptable
and worthless.

A couple of years ago, I
appeared on a popular reality
makeover TV show. I thought it
would solve everything, but inside
I am still all messed up. 

How do I move on to a healthy,
less stressful life? 

— STILL HURTING 
IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR STILL HURTING: When
people feel fat, ugly, unacceptable
and worthless, it often goes back
to the way they were brought up
and lack of support from their par-
ents. You can heal what is hurting
you, but you must recognize that,
unlike plastic surgery, there are no
quick fixes for what ails you.

You will find the answers you
are seeking by consulting a
licensed, experienced psychother-
apist. I hope you will ask your
physician for a referral. You have
a right to be happy, so please
don’t put it off.

Your birthday:
Monday, Feb. 5, 2007

There are many indications your
financial indicators will be trending
upward. However, there are also signs
you could be sluggish in capitalizing on
your opportunities.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19)

Be careful about those with whom
you select to spend your day. There are
signs you could choose a companion
who’ll do something underhanded and
cause you to be accused of complicity.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20)

You’re not one who always needs to
set the goals of the day, but take care
not to entrust that assignment to some-
one whose aims aren’t in harmony with
yours. It’ll be a bummer.
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 

Expect problems with co-workers,
especially if you are hypercritical of their
efforts and overly insistent they do
everything your way. They’ll be more
efficient doing things their own way.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

Someone who is indebted to you will
find ways to avoid you, especially if you
attempt to pressure him or her. If you’re
tactful, this person will be more apt to
try harder to find the means.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 

Should you have to make a hard deci-
sion that would affect you and another,
make sure you let this individual know
you are considering his or her interests,
along with your own.
CANCER (June 21-July 22) 

Those over whom you have some
authority will mirror the work example

you set. So if you want to get more out
of them, don’t let them perceive you as
being indifferent and inactive.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 

Unless you make a diligent effort 
to be proficient in handling your re-
sources or those of others, you’re apt
to be chastised for losses you incur.
Be prepared to take some heat.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 

Guard against inclinations to over-
react to unexpected frustrations. If
you blow small infractions way out of
proportion, you’ll make matters far
worse.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) 

Without having tolerance, you might
expect more from people than capabil-
ities warrant. And when they can’t
deliver, you end up getting angry.
You’ll be your own worst enemy.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 

You have a tendency to be overly
generous at times, which is fine. But
you may reward the undeserving and
ignore one who warrants kindness. It’s
a formula for hurting someone.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)

You might want to re-evaluate your
objectives, because the very goals you
go after at this time aren’t apt to gratify
your needs once they are attained.
Apply your efforts to essentials.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 

Don’t suffer in silence should some-
thing disturbing occur. Bring it out into
the open with those involved, where it
can be discussed and resolved to
everyone’s satisfaction.

GET FUZZY

GRAND AVENUE

Photo of stillborn
infant creates 
awkward issue

‘Dear Abby’ by Pauline
Phillips and Jeanne Phillips


