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Rhodes’ DUI hearing
postponed to Monday
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS
Colts running back Dominic
Rhodes’s initial court appearance
on a drunkendriving charge
was postponed
to Monday after
prosecutors did
not
receive
paperwork
from the arresting officer.
The officer RHODES
did not turn in
completed documents as expected Wednesday morning, said
David Wyser, chief trial deputy
for the Marion County prosecutor’s office.
An Indiana State Police trooper arrested Rhodes, 28, about
3 a.m. Tuesday after he was
stopped for driving a GMC truck
81 mph in a 55-mph zone on
Interstate 65 in Indianapolis’ far
northwest side, authorities said.
Rhodes was released on his own
recognizance later in the day.
Rhodes, who becomes a free
agent when his contract with the
Colts expires Wednesday, did not
respond to a request for com-
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NASCAR stars start season in hole
Series’ biggest drivers behind in points race after wrecking at Daytona

ment outside the courtroom.
His attorney, Jim Voyles, also
had no comment.
“We’ll say everything we need
to say in court,” Voyles said.
Rhodes was wearing a light
gray suit and joined in the courtroom by a woman, but Voyles
and others would not identify her.
Rhodes faces a class A misdemeanor charge with no possibility of a diversion program. Penalties range from no jail time to
one year behind bars, but a conviction on a first-time offense
typically results in probation, a
fine and substance-abuse treatment, Wyser said.
Rhodes will be treated like any
other first-time offender, he said.
Colts president Bill Polian
said Rhodes would be subject to
NFL discipline under the substance-abuse policy.
Rhodes has been in trouble
with the law before. Following a
2002 domestic disturbance at his
home, Rhodes pleaded innocent
in Marion Superior Court to
misdemeanor charges of battery and domestic battery.
Under an agreement with prosecutors, Rhodes was charged
with domestic battery but avoided prosecution.

BY MARK LONG
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Some of NASCAR’s biggest
stars left Daytona International
Speedway in big holes.
Jimmie Johnson, Tony Stewart,
Kurt Busch and Matt Kenseth —
the past five Cup series champions — wrecked in the season
opener and finished well back in
the points race. Fan favorite Dale
Earnhardt Jr. had similar results.
This weekend, the five drivers
have little momentum heading to
California. They do have lots of
hope, because only two of the
past 27 Daytona 500 winners have
claimed series titles.
“The season, in some people’s
minds, starts this weekend,” said
Johnson, who accomplished the
rare feat of winning the “Great
American Race” and the championship last season.
Others haven’t been as fortunate.
Only four of the past 12 series
champions even finished in the top
15 at Daytona. Stewart was last in
2002 but rebounded to win his first
of two series titles; Ward Burton
won the opener that year and
ended up 25th in the standings.
“It’s completely a clean slate,”
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Kurt Busch, left, and Tony Stewart
collide during the Daytona 500
Sunday at Daytona (Fla.) International Speedway.
Earnhardt said. “You can’t compare the two. Daytona is like a
season of its own, and the superspeedway program is different
than the rest of the tracks. So,
we’re not going (to California)
feeling like we’re in trouble in the
points or worry about being in a
big crash at Daytona.
“That was only the first race,
and if we do what we know we can
as a team, we’ll be in the top 12 in
points when the Chase begins.”
NASCAR’s opener has so much
hype, buildup, attention and
emphasis that what’s often overlooked is the fact that the Daytona

500 means no more to the championship than less prominent races
in Virginia, Delaware, New Hampshire and Kansas City.
But Daytona can set the tone
for the season.
In 2004, six of the 10 drivers who
made the Chase started the year
by finishing in the top 10 at Daytona. The following year, seven of
the 10 were in the top 20. Last year,
six of the 10 were in the top 15.
Sunday’s Daytona 500 top 10 featured Kevin Harvick, Mark Martin, Jeff Burton, Mike Wallace,
David Ragan, Elliott Sadler, Kasey
Kahne, David Gilliland, Joe
Nemechek and Jeff Gordon.
So Kenseth (27th), Earnhardt
(32rd), Kurt Busch (41st), Johnson
(39th) and Stewart (43rd) know
they have ground to make up.
Kenseth might be in an even
bigger hole, pending his appeal.
Roush Fenway Racing formally
appealed the 50-point penalty
assessed to Kenseth and the team
last week for illegal modifications
during qualifying. If NASCAR
upholds the punishment, Kenseth
would drop from 26th to a tie for
40th in the points standings.
Kenseth, Stewart, Busch and
Earnhardt had cars that seemed
capable of winning Daytona

before they wrecked.
Busch and Stewart started the
crashfest when Stewart’s car
wiggled on Lap 153. Busch, running right behind, tapped Stewart’s bumper, causing both cars
to lose control. Stewart finished
last, and Busch was two spots
better in 41st.
“We know that we’ve dug us a
hole with that 41st-place finish at
Daytona, and we’ll have to work
hard to get out of it,” Busch said.
“We’ll go to work on it this weekend at California.”
Next to go was Johnson. He was
running well behind the leaders
about 20 laps later when he lost
control in Turn 2 and triggered a
multi-car crash. Then went
Earnhardt, taken out in a crash
just four laps from the scheduled
finish.
But the real chaos came on the
final lap, when Kenseth and Kyle
Busch collided, causing a chainreaction pileup that sent cars flying in all directions. Kenseth
dropped to 27th as Harvick edged
Martin for the victory.
“We’ve always bounced back in
a big way after Daytona, so I’m
expecting nothing less this weekend,” Kenseth said.
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La Charrita

L

a Charrita, a new restaurant in Franklin,
offers authentic Mexican cuisine in a relaxed
atmosphere. La Charrita includes all the staples
you expect in a Mexican restaurant with the authentic
touches you could only ﬁnd south of the border until
now. La Charrita’s specialties include fajitas, tender
strips of chicken, shrimp or beef skirt steak cooked with
sauteed onions, bell peppers and tomatoes. The meal
is served with tasty refried beans, zesty Mexican rice,
lettuce, guacamole, Pico de Gallo and sour cream. You
can choose between ﬂour and corn tortillas and make
your own fajitas to your liking. At La Charrita, you can
mix up the fajitas by ordering combos that include steak,
chicken, shrimp and Mexican sausage or just have them
with one of the meats. Try the Fundida Fajita, which
includes warm melted cheese over the fajita meat or a
Shrimp Fiesta, fajitas made with 16 pieces of shrimp.
The Mushroom Sensation is fajitas for vegetarians.
La Charrita offers a variety of other vegetarian meals,
all for a reasonable $5.99 Meal combinations can
include mushroom and vegetable quesadillas, beans
burritos, chalupas, cheese enchiladas and refried beans.
La Charrita also offers a variety of steak dinners, all
made with a Mexican ﬂare. Try the T-bone topped with
special melted cheese, sauteed onions, tomatoes and bell
peppers or special ranchero sauce. Topped steaks come
with Mexican rice, refried beans and tortillas. You can
also order your steak “Gringo” style, untopped, with
french fries and a tossed salad. If you can’t make up your
mind or don’t know what kind of Mexican food you like,
La Charrita’s four Sampler Platters offer a variety of
foods. The Vicente Fox Supremo, named after the former
president of Mexico, features a beef enchilada, a chili
relleno, a chicken burrito and a tostaguac, which is a ﬂat
crispy tortilla covered with ground beef, lettuce, cheese,

Visit La Charrita in Franklin for authentic Mexican food in a
relaxed atmosphere. The restaurant is at 2239 N. Morton Ave. in
Franklin. The phone number is 736-4214.

beans and guacamole. All items are covered with
delicious La Charrita sauces. Israel’s Special Dinner,
Enrique’s Dinner and Roberto Supremo all offer a
variety of Mexican dishes. Other house specialties
include Ranita’s Pizza, a Mexican pizza; Pollo Loco,
seasoned grilled chicken; Camarones a la Diabla, extra
spicy grilled shrimp; Chili Colorado, beef chunk with
chili sauce; Carnita, pork strips; and Arroz con Pollo,
grilled seasoned chicken. For the smaller appetite, La
Charrita offers 26 different combination dinners for
$6.90. Entrees can include ﬂautas, chalupas, tacos,
burritos, rellenos or enchiladas in beef or chicken, as
well as side dishes like refried beans or Mexican rice.
The Little Amigos menu features Mexican meals with
a taco, burrito, enchilada or quesadilla for kids under
12. Kids can also have a taco salad, cheese nachos,
cheeseburger or chicken tenders with fries. All kids
meals are under $3.50. Be sure to save some room for
an authentic Mexican dessert. The ﬂan — a creamy
carmel-ﬂavored custard — and the sopapillas — deepfried ﬂour tortillas served with cinnamon and honey
butter — are baked fresh daily. La Charrita also has
an extensive lunch menu available from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Monday through Saturday. Lunch entrees range
from $3.75 to $5.49. La Charrita has a full bar with
domestic bottled and draft beer as well as Mexican
brands Corona, Dos Equis XX Dark, Paciﬁco, Modelo
Especial, Tecate, Negra Modelo and Carta Blanca.
Peach, strawberry, raspberry, pina colada and plain
margaritas come in small, large and pitchers. Wines
include chablis, sangria, chardoney, white zinﬁndel
and burgundy. La Charrita is conveniently located
at 2239 N. Morton St. (U.S. 31) in Franklin. Hours
are Sunday through Thursday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. and
Friday and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.

Mark Pi’s China Gate

Up To $7.00 Off

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
2239 North Morton St.
Franklin, IN 46131-9601

(317) 736-4214
Business Hours
Sun, Mon, Tues 11am-9:30pm
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 11am-10:30pm
To Indy

N

US 31
Commerce Drive

1/2 Price
Offer expires 3-31-07

Family Restaurant • Non-Smoking • Dine In • Carry Out

To Franklin

Walmart

Saturdays: Reg. Margarita & All Beer $2.00 Each

Hand Breaded
Tenderloin Sandwich

House Special
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$ .99

Hours: 7am-8pm Mon - Sat

1000 Hurricane St., Franklin
(Across from The Old Arvin Building)

317-736-6186

LOTUS
GARDEN

CHINESE & AMERICAN RESTAURANT
TROPICAL LOUNGE • ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BUFFET

50% OFF any one pizza 10%OFF
Must present coupon. Expires 3-31-07

2770 N. Morton

736-5500

THE PURCHASE OF
2 DINNERS
Expires 3-31-07

All You Can Eat
Fish Friday $6.99

Lowes

Retail
Stores

map not to scale

Buy One
Combination
Dinner and get the
second at

YOUR
NEXT MEAL
(Drinks & tax excluded)

Must present coupon. Expires 3-31-07

49 W. MERCATOR DR. • GREENWOOD • 881-5531
(in the Shopping Center across from Kmart on US 31)
Sun-Thurs 1am-10pm Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

Valid any evening. Not Valid With Other Offers.
Not valid for Lunch and Sunday Buffet.

0222

MARK PI’S

CHINA GATE
CHINESE GOURMET RESTAURANT

916 E. Main St., Greenwood, IN
(317) 888-1689 OFFER VALID AT
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED
• Lunch • Dinner • Sunday Buffet • Carry Out

GREENWOOD
LOCATION ONLY.

La Trattoria

$5 OFF
2 Dinners

Offer Valid
Tues, Wed & Thurs. Only

BARGERSVILLE
226 So. SR 135

GREENWOOD
201 N. Madison Ave.

422-9909

859-0487

www.latrattoria1.com

www.latrattoria2.com

Expires 3-31-07
Hours: Tues-Wed-Thurs 4-9pm, Fri 4-10, Sat. 11am-10pm
Bargersville Only Open Sun. 12-Lounge, 4pm-Dining Room
Credit Cards accepted. Must present coupon.
Dine in only. Kids meals excluded. Not valid with other offers.

CARRY OUT AVAILABLE

Restaurant
Guide
Deadlines
Every
Tuesday
at Noon

