
full-on hugs on members of “the
family,” in keeping with their
Italian heritage. But they’re pro-
fessional killers. 

Can regular guys get away
with it? 

“Full-on hugs for most guys
are pretty tricky,” says Carone.
“Unless you just pitched a no-hit-
ter or something like that, you
don’t get one, except maybe at a
wedding or a funeral, and only
among family.” 

Airport meetings present inter-
esting scenarios for man hugs, he
says. 

“The length of time that has
passed since you last saw the
person is the determining factor
for if a hug is warranted,”
instructs Carone. “If you haven’t
seen the person in a long, long
time, dropping the bags and giv-
ing a man hug is OK. But you
don’t want to linger. Just a cou-
ple of beats. One, two. That’s it.” 

Ari Gold and the guys of HBO’s
“Entourage” regularly “hug it
out” as a gesture of friendship
and forgiveness, and their behav-
ior has caught on, says Carone. 

“These are the cool guys who
rule Hollywood,” he says. “They
have the coolest clothes, the
fastest cars, the beautiful
women. They’re comfortable
doing it, so it makes regular guys
more apt to think it’s OK.” 

The Internet and the global
economy have given American
men a better window on cultural
practices in places where platon-
ic hugs and kisses between males
are no big deal, Estrin notes. 

The terrorist attacks of 2001

gave men permission to express
emotion, he says, and war and
general chaos around the world
have made everyone feel more
vulnerable. 

For all of these reasons, “men
are much more willing now to
connect with one another in a
physical way,” he says. 

“We’re living in such a difficult
time, and it strikes me that we’re
all rethinking and redefining
what it means to be alive,” says
Estrin. 

“Look, Janet, we can take a
class next week. They have a
tile-laying class,” he said.

Attempting to hammer home
my point, I stopped in my tracks
and pointedly said, “Steve, I
don’t want my house looking like
the Clampetts” (as in Jed,
Granny, Jethro and Elly Mae’s
home before moving to Beverly
Hills). 

That’s when he made his final
point: “Janet, if you haven’t
noticed, we currently have a
piece of plastic trash bag held up
with duct tape covering the bath-
tub wall tiles that have fallen
inside the wall. We are the
Clampetts.”

I hate when he’s right. 

Janet Hommel Mangas, the third of
seven children, grew up on the east side
of Greenwood. She now resides in the
Center Grove area with her husband
and three daughters. 
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I
have exciting news.

Genealogically exciting, that
is.

While doing research for a
patron, a volunteer and I came
across a chart in the family file
that listed new ancestors on one
of my family lines. The name is
Mead. 

To give you some background.
My great-great-grandmother
was Elizabeth Wilson who, in
1841, married Charles Samuel
Legan in Johnson County. 

Her parents lived in Henry
County, Ky., but I never have
identified them. She had a sis-
ter, Emerine Mead Wilson, who
first married Samuel Walker
and, after he died, married
Walker Daniel Prichard, both
from Johnson County.

I always thought that the sur-
name Mead would be their
mother’s maiden name but
never could find documents to
suggest it. 

I always had planned to go to
Henry County, Ky., to look for
the information. I never thought
to look here in Johnson County. 

In the past, I researched
Samuel Walker, Emerine’s first

husband, and found that in 
his will he left a few pieces of
furniture and personal items to
his sister-in-law, Elizabeth
Wilson. 

This proved the relationship
between the sisters. Elizabeth
died in Boone County in 1923 at
99 years old. 

I checked in her death record
for her parents’ names, only to
find the space had been left
blank. I have several newspaper
articles that talk about her life
traveling to Indiana from
Kentucky with neighbors in a
covered wagon, and not one
names her parents. 

I came to the decision that
one day I would search for the
names, but that it wouldn’t be a

top priority. Wilson is such a
common name.

While looking for the Mead
family, the volunteer gave me a
copy of a descendancy chart to
mail to the patron, and I casual-
ly looked at it. I saw a familiar
name, Emerine. I also saw her
parents’ and grandfather’s
names. I thought: “Could this
be?” 

I decided to write to the per-
son who had donated the infor-
mation. To my delight, she e-
mailed me with two gedcom
files on our mutual families. It
seems to be reliable informa-
tion. 

Elizabeth and Emerine’s par-
ents are William and Mehala
Mead Wilson. It seems that
after Mehala died about 1825 in
Kentucky, they came to Indiana
without their father. 

This will need further
research. In my research, I find
that both Elizabeth and
Emerine have daughters named
Mahala. 

Mehala Mead’s father was
John Mead. I was told he came
from Ireland to fight in the
Revolutionary War. 

I have found information
about those war years and that
he was given 100 acres in a land
warrant in 1783. 

While I was searching for
John Mead on Yahoo, it led me
to the Kentucky secretary of
state Web page, where I was
able to print a copy of the origi-
nal land-office military warrant.
(Visit this wonderful Web page
at www.kysos.com) 

Here are a few things I
learned from this experience: 

• Donate a copy of your fami-
ly history research work to the
local library or genealogy soci-
ety. 

• Never underestimate your
local genealogy library, even if
you work there.

• Be cautious when you
receive new information. Don’t
automatically assume that it is
correct. However, don’t auto-
matically assume that it is not
correct, either.

Linda Kelly Talley works with the
Johnson County Museum of History.
Send comments to ltalley@co.johnson.
in.us. 

•Tile
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE C1)

•Embraces
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE C1)

Linda Kelly
Talley

GENEALOGY

Family data found unexpectedly PET OF THE WEEK
Lainey is a 9-month-old Lab mix.

She is crate trained.
Lainey and other animals in need

of a home will be at Tractor Supply
on U.S. 31 in Franklin from 5 to 7
p.m. Thursday, when the Humane
Society of Johnson County con-
ducts a weekly adoption event.

Call the humane society 
at 346-7001 for an 

adoption application.

Spring Soccer
Ages 3 thru Grade 8

Register Online
www.whitelandsoccer.com

Walk-in Registration
Saturday, February 24th 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Clark Pleasant Public Library, Whiteland
317-535-9558 for more information

2007 ROCKLANE JR. LEAGUE
T-BALL/SOFTBALL/BASEBALL SIGN-UPS

There are several different divisions for boys & girls ages 4-16.  
Costs for T-ball will be $50 with all other divisions being $65 

(max being $155 per family).

SIGN-UP DATES AND TIMES
Wednesday, Feb. 21st, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

at Rocklane Christian Church (Rocklane Rd. & Franklin Rd.)
Saturday, Feb. 24th, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

at Gander Mountain, Greenwood (Emerson & County Line Rd.)

For more information:
www.RocklaneJuniorLeague.org or Erica Copeland 889-0128

Final Registration Deadline by mail is March 1st

League Dates: April 28th - June 30th

Fall Craft Fair
Sat. March 3rd, 9:00am - 3:00pm

Scott Hall, Johnson Co. Fairgrounds
Franklin, IN

Free Admission
Snacks & Lunch available

Sponsored by the Johnson County 
Extension Homemakers

317-736-3724

thejournalnet.com

SOUTHSIDE AUTOS
thejournalnet.com

To view these local car dealers’ current inventory & prices,
go to thejournalnet.com & click on the southside autos icon.

thejournalnet.com

Reeves

Lockhart
HUMMER

O F  G R E E N W O O D

D R I V E N  T O  B E  T H E  B E S T !

Fletcher
“Where everybody gets a great deal!”

Chrysler • Dodge • Jeep

Nobody beats a Bradley deal.

Chevrolet

Colon cancer thrives on denial. 
If you’ve been putting off getting 
screened because you just don’t want 
to deal with it, you could be putting 
your life at risk. The good news is 
that colon cancer is preventable and 
treatable—when it’s detected early. 
If you’re over 50, it’s time to get 
screened. If not for yourself, then 
for your family.

Colonoscopies save lives. For a FREE fact sheet 
on colon cancer screenings, call 1-877-888-1777.

Ignore it and
it won’t go away.
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The men of “The Sopranos,” starring James Gandolfini, are pros at hugging.


