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YOU SHOULD KNOW

Changes coming online
Visit dailyjournal.net and
you'll see big changes.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2009

What it means

Residents in two local school districts
will vote in special elections to decide
on building projects. Here’s an exam-

ple of what they’ll see when they go to
the polls in May.

Question: “Shall Center Grove
Community School Corporation Board
of Trustees issue bonds or enter into
a lease to finance a High School Base
Project?”

Translation: Should the school dis-
trict spend $84.21 million to renovate
the high school to expand the cafete-
ria, build three major hallways to alle-
viate congestion, renovate space for
small learning communities and con-
duct site development, including
demolishing the old Maple Grove
Elementary School?

MORE EXAMPLES, A2
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Decoding ballot questions

By Kary Yriser

DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
kyeiser@dailyjournal.net

When residents go to the polls
in May to vote on a proposed
building project for Center Grove
schools, they won’t be asked
about constructing a new build-
ing, massive renovations and
expansion of the high school or
closing two elementaries.

The questions about Center
Grove’s $142.3 million projects

don’t include the prices of the
projects or the words “building,”
“construction,” “renovating” or
“shutting down schools.”

Instead, voters will be asked to
answer yes or no to issuing bonds
or entering into a lease to finance
a co-curricular and extracurricu-
lar project and a high school base
project and an elementary school
consolidation project.

The wording of the questions,

(SEE BALLOT, PAGE A2)

Key dates
April 20: Final day
to register to vote
May 14: Early vot-
ing begins at
county courthouse
May 19: Polls will
be open from 6
a.m.to 6 p.m.in
Hensley, Nineveh
and White River
townships and
Precinct 35 in
Pleasant Township

Special election a new experience

By Josepn S. Pete

DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
jpete@dailyjournal.net

Voters will decide this
spring if they want new
Nineveh-Hensley-Jackson
and Center Grove school
building projects.

Special elections will be
conducted in both school
districts May 19, which will

mark the first time in
recent memory Johnson
County has staged a spe-
cial election. Residents of
both school districts will go
to the polls in the same
way city residents would in
a municipal election.

The Johnson County
Election Board voted

(SEE ELECTION, PAGE A2)

No longer is every story
locked down, which meant
you had to be a subscriber
to read most stories.

Visitors to the Web site,
whether or not they are sub-
scribers, now can view the
first portion of news, sports
and other stories.

In the past, if you clicked on
a headline, you would get a
prompt indicating that you
would need to become a
subscriber. Now, everyone
will be able to read the first
four paragraphs of news and
other stories.

To read the entire story, you
will need to subscribe to
either the online or paper
version of the Daily Journal.

Subscribe by calling
736-2777.

ON THE WEB

Have your say
Indiana lawmakers are con-
sidering legislation to ban
smoking in all
public places.
We want to
know what you
think. Should the
state of Indiana forbid smok-
ing in all workplaces?
Visit dailyjournal.net to vote in
our Web poll on this topic or
send your comments to
letters @dailyjournal.net.

Get the early edition
For a sneak preview of what
stories we’re working on and
what you can look forward to
each day, sign up for the
Daily Journal e-mail news
update.
You can subscribe by sending
an e-mail to newsupdate @
dailyjournal.net. Put “sub-
scribe” in the subject line.

Keep up with local hoards

Visit dailyjournal.net for
reports from school boards
and county officials’ meetings.

DEATHS
Franklin

Julia Ann Alcorn, 96,
Evelyn M. Brazzell, 94
Greenwood
Gary Michael Fulk, 49
Cecil Ray Hubbard, 84
Kyle B. Simpson, 53
Robert D. Sowers, 64

Laid off from her job with
health benefits, a woman skips
on her prescription medicine to

make financial ends meet.

PAINFUL
CUTS

Rosie Williams and her husband, Steve, worry about how they'll pay for health care after Rosie Williams was laid off from Arbonne in Greenwood.

Ge t ti n g bv Southside resident Rosie Williams

worries what will happen if her
Survivin g the recession fainting spells return or her diabe-
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tes gets worse.
She lost her health insurance when

brain stem. Fifteen years ago, doctors
performed 21 surgeries on him, deli-
cately cutting away at the growth,
which isn’t cancerous but is large
enough to be life-threatening.

“We have
rent, utili-
ties, a car
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Oren Wright plan morphing?

By Saran MicuALoS

DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
smichalos@dailyjournal.net

County officials are considering
if they should incorporate a down-
town library branch and space for
an additional court into a new
building that will replace govern-
ment offices ruined in the flood.

on their way to a court hearing.

The multiuse building is the lat-
est idea proposed for replacing
the Oren Wright Building and how
to use the opportunity to improve
the downtown at the request of
Franklin’s mayor.

A new library could serve as a
cornerstone for downtown, and
the system already is drafting

erect a building for the more than
40 county employees displaced
when the June 7 flood filled Oren
Wright with nearly 7 feet of water,
not to revitalize Franklin.

They’re also concerned about
such different departments being
able to mesh well in one building,
which would need to be three or
four stories tall and a maximum

DAILY JOURNAL FILE PHOTO
Local officials are debating the best
plan for replacing the flood-damaged
Oren Wright government building.

The building would be split into
sections with different entrances, so
people coming to check out a book
wouldn’t pass inmates in shackles

plans for a new Franklin branch,
its director said.

But the county commissioners
said their first responsibility is to

120,000 square feet to fit everyone.
Another concern is the price tag

(SEE PLAN, BACK PAGE)
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Indianapolis
Dennis R. Anness, 51
Elsewhere
Martha L. Utterback, 45
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Ava Wettrick, 8, searches through books in Karen Isenhour's
second-grade classroom at Center Grove Elementary School.

By Jason MicHatL WHITE

DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
jwhite@dailyjournal.net

enter Grove educators plan to

stock classrooms with books by

students’ favorite authors and lit-
erature about their favorite subjects.

The school district is spending about
$75,000 to increase the number of books
in elementary classroom libraries,
about $500 per classroom.

Media specialists and literacy coach-
es will pick out a variety of fiction and
nonfiction books for different skill lev-
els, including students who are strug-

City
revising
rules

on Signs

Business leaders say
Greenwood limits
may hurt commerce

By JosepH S. Pete

DAILY JOURNAL STAFF WRITER
jpete@dailyjournal.net

Real estate agents couldn’t
place signs out pointing buyers to
open houses.

Merchants couldn’t set out signs
promoting limited-time sales or
other special events.

Employees couldn’t park com-
pany vehicles emblazoned with
logos, slogans or graphics on the
street in front of their workplace.

Business owners, real estate
agents and homebuilders are con-
cerned that Greenwood’s proposed
sign regulations are overly restric-
tive and would dampen com-
merce. The city plans to update
its rules to improve the city’s
appearance and allow exceptions
that now are granted frequently,
such as with the height of signs.

The Greenwood Plan Com-
mission decided Monday to delay
approving the changes so that busi-
nesses could weigh in on them.

Representatives of the Greater
Greenwood Chamber of Com-
merce, the Southside Housing
Alliance and the Builders Council
of Greater Indianapolis were
among those who said they were
concerned with and caught off
guard by the proposed changes.

The new rules would bar ban-
ners as freestanding signs, signs
on the sides of trucks parked near
the street, mobile signs on trailers
or truck beds, temporary adver-
tising signs and signs that have
music or recorded speech.

“Everything in here is about rules
and regulations, but there’s no state-
ments about economic vitality,” said
Chris Pryor, government affairs
director with the Indianapolis
Metropolitan Board of Realtors.
“That’s something that could be a
positive thing in here that would
show a more positive approach to
economic development and growth.”

New sign regulations were largely
designed to make the rules more flex-
ible, planning director Ed Ferguson
said. The city wanted to allow taller
signs, for instance, to prevent busi-
ness owners from repeatedly coming
before the board of zoning appeals
with the same concerns.

Searchlights, twirling signs, bal-
loons and inflatable signs currently

(SEE SIGNS, BACK PAGE)

Classrooms to become mini-libraries

gling with reading and advanced stu-
dents who read above their grade level.

Center Grove decided to purchase
more books for classrooms based on a
recommendation two years ago, when
the school district made a plan for how it
could improve reading skills, said Janet
Boyle, assistant superintendent. One of
the district’s top goals is improving the
reading ability of students, she said.

To meet that goal, the district decided
to make more books available for ele-
mentary students to read while they are
in class, instead of making them rely on
limited trips to the school library.

In-class libraries give students more
time to read and give teachers more
opportunities to tie reading into the
lessons they teach, said Julie Young, a
literacy coach at Center Grove and
West Grove elementary schools.

For example, second-grade teacher
Karen Isenhour put together a stack of
more than a dozen books on frogs when
they were studying the animals in class.

She pulled nonfiction books off her
shelves to let kids learn more about
frogs, and she stacked fiction books
that included frogs for kids to read for

(SEE CLASSROOMS, PAGE A5)



